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BLACK LIVES MATTER

After young 11 and 12-year-boys of the Beaumont Bulls 
football team knelt during the anthem to protest police 
violence against Black youth, their local executive board 
canceled their entire football season, suspended the 
coaching staff, and threatened to arrest their parents 
if they attended any future games, practices or events.

For these young Black kids, the plight of injustice in
America is their own. Instead of supporting the boys and
their protests, their executive board and league officials
abandoned them. The board has decided to strip these
kids of the team that they love to punish them for asking
for basic rights and dignities. This is about the board
reinforcing that police violence in our communities
doesn’t matter, that our issues aren’t important and that
speaking on them makes you subject to punishment.

These kids are brave for refusing to give in to the execu-
tive board and for standing against injustice. We need 
to support the fight of these children and show them 
that their protest is heard.

To the Beaumont Bulls Executive Board,

Immediately reinstate the Beaumont Bulls coaching 
staff, apologize to the boys and their parents, and allow 
them to finish their season.

Sign the petition online at:

http://act.colorofchange.org/sign/black-children-pun-
ished-anthem-protests

Black Children Punished 
for Anthem Protests
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Whereas the bosses have two parties 
to represent their class while the mil-
lions of working people have none, and

Whereas the Democratic president 
Barack Obama sent the U.S. Coast 
Guard to enforce scabbing against the 
International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union during the 2013-14 lock-out of 
northwest dock workers, and

Whereas the Democratic governor 
Kate Brown opposed and undercut the 
movement for a $15 minimum wage 
across Oregon, and

Whereas in 2014 Democrats in 
Congress joined with Republicans to 
pass a disastrous pension “reform,” 
allowing the bosses to escape their obli-
gations and cheat our retirees, and

Whereas the two presidencies of the 
Democrat Barack Obama have been 
eight years of unending war in the 
Middle East, North Africa and Asia, 
causing untold human suffering, mil-

lions of refugees, and attacks on our 
democratic rights at home, and

Whereas the Democratic Party in 
power has deported some five million 
immigrants, a record, and

Whereas across the country, from 
Oakland to Baltimore, police under 
Democratic mayors regularly murder 
Black men and women with impunity, and

Whereas the 2016 presidential elec-
tion offers us the “choice” between a 
raving, bigoted clown and a career 
representative of Wall Street, and

Whereas the Democratic vice-presi-
dential candidate, Virginia governor 
Tim Kaine, supports union-busting 
“right to work” laws, and

Whereas Democrats and 
Republicans are and have always been 
strike-breaking, war-making parties of 
the bosses, and

Whereas so long as the labor move-
ment supports one or another party of 

the bosses, we will be playing a losing 
game, therefore be it

Resolved that IUPAT Local 10 does 
not support the Democrats, Republicans, 
or any bosses’ parties or politicians, and 
Resolved that we call on the International 
Union to repudiate its endorsement of 
Hillary Clinton for president, and 
Resolved that we call on the labor move-
ment to break from the Democratic Party, 
and build a class-struggle workers party

Approved at the August 17, 2016 
Regular Meeting of the Membership

Sign the Petition
On August 17, Painters Union 

(IUPAT) Local 10 in Portland, 
Oregon, passed a resolution calling 
for the building of a “class struggle 
workers party.” This call is especially 
important today, when the corpo-
rate mouthpiece Hillary Clinton, 
and the racist demagogue Donald 
Trump are presented as the only 
viable options for president. No 
matter which of these is elected, 
workers and youth will need to fight 
the coming attacks. To do this, we 
will need a political party of working 
class people, one which will unite, 
organize and mobilize all working 
class people to fight for our interests. 
That’s why we should help spread 
the word of this call of Local 10 and 
take the first concrete steps in that 
direction. Please sign and help pass 
around this message of support, 
which will be sent to Local 10.

Support the call of Painters Local 
10 for a working class party!

http://www.ipetitions.com/peti-
tion/IUPAT10

International Union of Painters and Allied Trades

Local Union No. 10

11105 N.E. Sandy Blvd.

Portland, Oregon 97220 

www.iupatdc5.org

Phone: (503) 257-0589, Fax: (503) 262-5358

Resolution For A Class-Struggle Workers Party
No support to the Democrats, Republicans, or any party of the bosses

International Union of Painters and Allied Trades, Local Union No. 10, Portland, Oregon
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According to a Truthout article 
dated October 14, 2016 by Kyla Sankey 
titled, “Ecuador’s Legal Battle With 
Chevron Foreshadows Global 
Corporate Coup D’état,” reprinted in 
this issue of Socialist Viewpoint, Texaco 
(now Chevron) arrived in Ecuador in 
1964 and, since that time, “…has dev-
astated the land, water and natural 
resources on which the Indigenous 
tribes of these regions have depended 
for more than 8,000 years.” 

But, instead of having to make repa-
rations for the devastation their oil-
grab brought to the land and its people, 
Chevron brought Ecuador to the per-
manent court of arbitration at The 
Hague in 2006 in order to protest a 
$9.5 billion judgment by Ecuador 
against Chevron for polluting its land 
and poisoning its people. 

Believe it or not, not only did 
Chevron not have to pay the $9.5 bil-
lion judgment, the court ordered 
Ecuador to pay a $112 million fine to 
Chevron for “lying, meddling and cor-
ruption in the proceedings!”

So, not only did Chevron get away 
with murder, (according to the article 
Ecuadorian tribes suffered irreversible 
health problems and two of these tribes 
have, in fact, ceased to exist due to the 
deaths of all their members,) but they 
got paid to do it!

Turning victims into criminals 
and criminals into victims

This in only one example of how 
capitalists turn the criminal corpora-
tions into the victims and the victims—
those injured or poisoned by these 
corporations—into the criminals.

In a September 13, 2016 article that 
appeared in the New York Times by Sabrina 

Tavernis titled, “Black Health Experts 
Renew Fight Against Menthol Cigarettes,”

“The effects are devastating: 
About 45,000 African-Americans die 
each year from smoking-related ill-
nesses—the largest cause of prevent-
able death, more than homicides, 
AIDS and car accidents. Black men 
have the highest lung cancer mortal-
ity rate of any demographic group.”

And according to another New York 
Times article dated September 12, 
2016, by Anahad O’Connor titled, 
“How the Sugar Industry Shifted Blame 
to Fat,”

“The sugar industry paid scien-
tists in the 1960s to play down the 
link between sugar and heart disease 
and promote saturated fat as the cul-
prit instead, newly released histori-
cal documents show.

“The internal sugar industry 
documents, recently discovered by a 
researcher at the University of 
California, San Francisco, and pub-
lished…in Journal of the American 
Medical Association Internal 
Medicine, suggest that five decades 
of research into the role of nutrition 
and heart disease, including many of 
today’s dietary recommendations, 
may have been largely shaped by the 
sugar industry.

“They were able to derail the dis-
cussion about sugar for decades,” 
said Stanton Glantz, a professor of 
medicine at UCSF and an author of 
the JAMA Internal Medicine paper.”

And, according to the same article,

“Last year, an article in The New 
York Times revealed that Coca-Cola, 
the world’s largest producer of sug-
ary beverages, had provided millions 
of dollars in funding to researchers 
who sought to play down the link 
between sugary drinks and obesity.”

These are just two examples of 
products that cause irreparable harm 
and death to people young and old 
while reaping billions-of-dollars in 
profits yearly. 

But what is most insidious about 
these last two examples is that the 
capitalist class has attempted, and suc-
ceeded in most cases, to tax the victims 
of these lethal products. 

We have seen in the elections this 
year in California, ballot measures that 
add extra taxes onto cigarettes and 
soda forcing those addicted to ciga-
rettes and anyone who drinks a soda—
including children—to pay an extra tax 
for their poison! 

There have been relentless adds on 
TV of doctors and nurses pleading to 
pass these tax measures to “save children 
from diabetes and obesity,” and to “pre-
vent children from starting to smoke.” 

These ads imply that smokers and 
consumers of sugary drinks are responsi-
ble for causing healthcare costs to go up. 
The ads demand that smokers and soda 
drinkers “pay their fair share of these 
costs” through extra taxes on these prod-
ucts they are addicted to even though, 
sick or not, they still pay taxes just like 
everyone else (except for the multi-bil-
lion-dollar corporations, that is.)  

Never is there a word about making 
these corporations pay a dime, let 
alone, demand they stop production of 
these products altogether!

Making the victims pay while pay-
ing the criminals

Making workers pay for health and 
environmental destruction caused by 
irresponsible industries is capitalism’s 
modus operandi. 

Lethal Business
How corporations get away with murder and get paid for it!

By Bonnie Weinstein

U.S. POLITICS AND THE ECONOMY
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It’s happening right now in Flint, 
Michigan, where workers are paying 
astronomical fees for poisoned water 
to be delivered to their homes—water 
that was contaminated by industry.

Meanwhile, the commanders of 
these industries have just pulled up 
stakes, leaving their filth behind, and 
left for cheaper labor costs across the 
globe, leaving the workers here in the 
dust, decay and poison of their aban-
doned and contaminated factories. 

Workers are paying in every way, 
with their health, with the lack of 
union jobs, decrepit schools, lack of 
housing, deteriorating infrastructure, 
and higher taxes on everything—all to 
foot the bill for the “cost of doing busi-
ness,” while deadly businesses and 
their CEOs worth billions get windfall 
tax breaks! 

 A workers party
If we had a mass, democratically 

organized and independent party of 
the working class we could put forward 
the kinds of demands that put the 
blame for human misery where it 
belongs—on capitalism—with the goal 
of making the capitalists pay for the 
damage they have caused! 

To begin with, we could demand:

•	 No taxes on any individuals or 
businesses earning less than 
$250,000-per-year; and a sliding 
scale of taxes from 50-100 percent 
on all individuals and businesses 
earning over $250,000-per-year.

•	 Confiscating the profits of cor-
porations and their CEOs that 

manufacture products that cause 
harm to people or the planet; 
and put that money towards free 
healthcare for all, and the cost of 
cleaning up the environment 
they contaminated.

•	 Shutting down the manufactur-
ing of all products known to be 
poisonous to people or the plan-
et (including the war industry,) 
nationalize these industries, and 
transform them into industries 
that will produce products that 
promote the wellbeing of people 
and the planet.

These are reasonable and achievable 
demands if we stand together and fight 
for them. 

Ultimately, workers the world over 
must democratically take the control of 
production into our own hands, finally 
overthrow capitalism, establish social-
ism, and begin anew to safely and 
rationally produce products and ser-
vices on the basis of need, want and 
safety, instead of private profit.

Getting rid of capitalism is the only 
way to solve these problems and to 
truly bring equality, freedom and jus-
tice to all.
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Always in connection with workers’ 
rebellions, racism, and imperialist wars 
and adventures abroad, police agencies 
in the U.S. have been militarized, aided 
pogroms against Black people, and 
entered politics as the obedient ser-
vants of their bosses, the bourgeois 
state. In the U.S., federal, state and 
local cops have executed striking work-
ers; rounded up anarchists, commu-
nists and immigrants; pursued antiwar 
activists; and framed and sent to death 
or prison hellholes those who were 
considered enemies of the state. 

This has included FBI agents march-
ing en masse at the White House, to 
protest the potential of a pardon of 
AIM activist Leonard Peltier by the 
departing President Bill Clinton (who, 
naturally, dropped any intention he 
may have had—which I doubt he 
did—to do so.)

So it should come as no surprise 
that Santa Clara cops (Santa Clara 
being the new home of the San 
Francisco 49ers), in a letter to the SF 
49ers dated September 2nd, and pre-
suming to speak on behalf of cops 
nationwide, have publicly threatened 
the football team’s owners with with-
drawal of their policing “services” if 
they do not punish Colin Kaepernick 
for his peaceful protest of police bru-
tality and murder of unarmed Black 
citizens by kneeling during the playing 
of the national anthem at games. 

Leonard Peltier and Mumia Abu-
Jamal—also targeted by police—were 
(falsely) accused of violent crimes, but 
Kaepernick? His “crime” was just 
speaking his mind in a public, demon-
strative way. 

Santa Clara cops were oh-so hurt 
by Kaepernick’s sit-down! 

According to their “union,” 

Kaepernick’s act of protest was hurtful 
and insulting to the cops:

“Our membership acknowledges 
that police officers are human and 
are not perfect. However, blanket 
statements that police officers in 
general, murder minorities is com-
pletely false and insulting to the 
dedicated men and women in law 
enforcement agencies across 
America. 

“These intentional acts and 
inflammatory statements by Mr. 
Kaepernick are insulting to the 
members of the Santa Clara Police 
Officers Association (SCPOA).”1

We can have no sympathy. While it 
is of course true that only a small 
minority of police officers have actual-
ly shot down unarmed Black men in 
cold blood, it is also true that they all 
operate according to the same proto-
cols. In the case of police patrols in 
Black communities, the assumption is 
made in advance that young Black 
males on the street are probably gang 
members, probably armed and danger-
ous, and therefore a threat to police. 
Police are trained to shoot first and ask 
questions later in order to defend 
themselves against any perceived 
threat. And if, after the fact of a police 
murder, no gun or other evidence of 
such a threat to police is found, then an 
“I feared for my life” defense is simply 
invented. 

This is not just about individual 
“bad apples;” this is the systematic 
approach to targeted communities to 
which all cops are bound.  

It is important to note here that the 
Santa Clara cops’ “union,” SCPOA, 
makes its argument on the grounds 
that Kaepernick acted while he was on 
the job as an employee of the 49ers. As 
an employee, Kaepernick, they said, 

needs to be disciplined because he has 
made “inaccurate, incorrect and 
inflammatory statements against police 
officers!” Wait, are not unions sup-
posed to defend the rights of all work-
ers to their opinions? Aren’t they sup-
posed to have solidarity with each 
other?

Cops are not workers 
Certainly, there are times when such 

principles of solidarity do not happen 
between real unions; but it should be 
apparent that this is not a “union” at 
all: it is an organization of cops, the 
historic, strike-breaking enemy of all 
working people. Yet so many of them 
have so-called “unions” and are mem-
bers in real workers’ unions and labor 
federations. This is a travesty, which 
must end. At least one union, the 
International Longshore and 
Warehouse Workers (ILWU), remem-
bering its members who were killed by 
police in the 1934 longshore strike—
which sparked the San Francisco 
General Strike—says: police out of the 
unions!

The cops may get their way here, 
since the 49ers owners, who haven’t 
done anything yet that we know of 
against Kaepernick, will feel the need 
to have cops patrolling the stadium, 
and thus may take some retribution 
against Kaepernick. The Santa Clara 
cops point out that their members 
“volunteer” for the assignment to sta-
dium duty during games. So, that 
makes it OK for their fraternal organi-
zation to threaten the 49ers with the 
withdrawal of police “services” at 
games at which some “employee” 
might make a statement critical of 
police. I thought that police “services” 
had to be performed regardless of citi-
zen complaints. Doesn’t that in fact 
happen all the time?

Harbinger of a Police State!
Police threats against Colin Kaepernick’s protest

By Chris Kinder



Vol.  16, No. 6    SOCIALIST VIEWPOINT  5

An occupying army
Consider the historic and on-going 

role of the police as an occupying army 
in Black neighborhoods across the U.S. 
Citizen complaints abound, as the cops 
shoot first and ask questions later, fal-
sify their reports and refuse to go public 
with their past offenses, not to mention 
failing to be jailed for their blatant kill-
ings. Do the cops want to put an end to 
citizen complaints like Kaepernick’s? 
Why don’t they withdraw their “ser-
vices” from those areas immediately? 
End of the modern-day slave patrols; 
end of the problem. Let’s have inte-
grated Black, Latino and white working 
peoples’ democratic community patrols 
in all targeted neighborhoods!

Amongst the many public com-
ments about Kaepernick’s protest was 
one that gave a hint of the important 
history that lies behind Kaepernick’s 
protest, and behind the police them-
selves. That was a letter in the San 
Francisco Chronicle, September 1, 
2016, which is here in it’s entirety:

Misguided poem
“Reading the third verse of ‘The 

Star-Spangled Banner’ makes me 
wonder why any African American, 
or any caring person, would honor 
the song. Two lines, ‘No refuge 
could save the hireling and slave / 
From the terror of flight or the 
gloom of the grave,’ refer to the 
American slaves who were recruited 
by the British during the War of 
1812. The British, thanks largely to 
the efforts of William Wilberforce, 
had already abolished slave trade.

“They gave freedom to the 
American slaves who joined their 
cause. These two lines were Francis 
Scott Key’s celebration of the death 
of the slaves who had freed them-
selves when he saw the flag still fly-
ing the morning after the September 
13, 1814, battle at Fort McHenry.

“Given this context, the next two 
lines, ‘And the star-spangled banner 
in triumph doth wave / O’er the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave,’ take on a new meaning. 

Tradition provides comfort, but we 
need to understand when it is time 
to move beyond misguided tradi-
tions. Ours should be a land that 
provides freedom and equality for 
all, not just the free.”

This much welcome letter, by Robert 
Plantz of Santa Rosa, raises questions, 
not just about U.S. purposes in the War 
of 1812, but also those of the rebellious 
colonies in the War of Independence, 
36 years earlier. Although the British 
had abolished the international slave 
trade by 1812 (due in part to the life-
long efforts of William Wilberforce,) 
they had not done so in 1776; yet in 
both wars, the British actively sought 
out and freed escaping slaves; and they 
did so whether or not the freed indi-
viduals agreed to fight on the British 
side. The British eagerly sought out 
escapees, inviting them to come to their 
naval ships stationed in Chesapeake 
Bay; and many of the slaves who came 
willingly returned to plantations sur-
reptitiously to bring others.

Real purpose of the “American 
Revolution”

The point here is not that the British 
at the time were such great emancipa-
tors in their colonies generally—they 

weren’t—but that the Americans 
sought to secure their own empire as a 
slave state without British interference. 
British self-serving motives were to 
crush the American rebellion; but for 
the colonists, while “democracy” for a 
very few white male property owners 
was an issue, preserving the slave-driv-
en economy of the their future empire 
was the real purpose of the so-called 
“American Revolution.” 

This in my view makes it not a revo-
lution at all, but a counterrevolution.

And the police? While local urban 
constabularies emerged in the 1840s, 
the true origins of today’s cops lie in the 
slave patrols, both privately organized 
and state militias, dating from the late 
1600s. Slavery having been defined as 
for Blacks only, the patrols enforced the 
first version of the criminalization of 
Blacks in the U.S., which persists today. 
If you were Black, and didn’t have writ-
ten permission to be off the plantation, 
you were a criminal by definition. You 
could be punished by whim of the 
patrollers, including by hanging. 

And in the post-Reconstruction era, 
it was the same; just a little more 
sophisticated...and even more depen-
dent on a criminal injustice system to 
keep the Blacks down. This consisted 
of local magistrates with phony 
“courts” designed to convict any Black 
person of a “crime” invented by some 
white person. The “court” then literally 
got to sell the Black person as an inden-
tured servant to some employer (who 
was oh-so handily present at “court”) 
to work to pay off his “fine.”2 
(Sharecropping was another method of 
keeping Blacks down, as was, of course, 
Klan terror of Black communities.)

Slavery by another name is still 
with us

Today’s racist stop-and-frisk, shoot-
first-and-ask-questions-later police 
patrols of Black communities, immi-
grant areas and other oppressed peo-
ples are the outcome of this long his-
tory. And the pattern of victimization 

...there are times 
when such princi-

ples of solidarity do 
not happen between 

real unions; but it 
should be apparent 

that this is not a 
“union” at all: it is 
an organization of 
cops, the historic, 

strike-breaking 
enemy of all  

working people.
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and imprisonment for indebtedness to 
the state for trumped-up petty 
“crimes,” which was exposed after the 
police killing of a young Black man in 
Ferguson, Missouri, is a major factor in 
today’s slavery by another name 
throughout the U.S. I hesitated to use 
the term “harbinger” of a police state, 
since in the Black community it IS a 
virtual police state. However, this soci-
ety as a whole, though definitely not a 
“democracy” by any stretch of the 
imagination, is not yet fascist, and not 
yet a complete police state. But the 
potential is there for the U.S. to become 
one, and it is a looming threat, which is 
well illustrated by the Santa Clara cops’ 
outrageous demand.

How is this to be dealt with? In 
Germany in the late 1920s and ’30s, 
Nazi fascism loomed, but so did work-
ers revolution. The ruling class eventu-
ally opted for the Nazis in order to 
stave off the revolutionary threat. The 
workers could have united to oppose 
the fascist thugs in the streets, and thus 
pave the way to revolution, but the 
Stalinist leaders of the Communist 
Party prevented that with a sectarian 
refusal to form united fronts with 
Social Democrats. 

This is not Germany in the 1930s. 
But today, a united and integrated 
working-class revolutionary move-
ment could pave the way forward by 
building workers and mass actions to 
defend Black communities from police 
persecution, and work to free political 
prisoners such as Leonard Peltier and 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, and of course, sup-
port protestors like Colin Kaepernick. 

1  This and all quotes from the Santa Clara 
Police Officers Association are from “Police 
Union Threatens to Stop Working Unless 49ers 
‘Take Action’ Against Kaepernick,” by Matt 
Agorist, September 3, 2016, http://the-
freethoughtproject.com/police-threaten-49ers-
action-kaepernick/#0SPxqDIPDpMo5GVw.03

2  Douglas A Blackmon’s Slavery By Another 
Name, New York, 2008, is an excellent source 
for this post-Reconstruction story.

Students are being threatened with 
punishment for not participating in 
rituals surrounding the national 
anthem or Pledge of Allegiance—and 
they are fighting back.

Since NFL 49ers quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick sat during the national 
anthem in August to protest oppres-
sion of people of color, many 
Americans, particularly professional 
athletes and students, have followed 
suit. But their constitutional right to 
engage in such gestures of dissent is not 
always being respected.

Threats from 
school adminis-
trators and teach-
ers have put free 
speech advocates 
like the ACLU on 
high alert. At Lely 
High School, a 
public school in 
Naples, Florida, 
the principal told 
students that they 
would be removed 
from athletic 
events if they refused to stand during 
the national anthem—though he said 
the quote was misunderstood when the 
ACLU of Florida reached out.

“You will stand, and you will stay 
quiet. If you don’t, you are going to be 
sent home, and you’re not going to 
have a refund of your ticket price,” 
Lely High School Principal Ryan 
Nemeth told students.

“The Supreme Court ruled in 1943 
that public schools may not constitu-
tionally force students to salute the 
flag,” Lee Rowland, a First Amendment 
attorney who works with the ACLU, 
told The Intercept. “That ruling is crystal 
clear about a student’s right not to be 

compelled into patriotism by their gov-
ernment, and it is over 70 years old.”

The ruling that Rowland references 
came after many Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in the United States began to refuse to 
salute the flag in solidarity with their 
brethren in Nazi Germany who were 
being arrested for refusing to salute 
that country’s fascist flag.

The action by the American Jehovah’s 
Witnesses provoked a backlash, and a 
number of followers of the faith were 
persecuted for refusing to salute. In 

West Virginia, a 
family of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses brought 
suit after their chil-
dren were sanc-
tioned for doing so.

The court 
ruled in favor of the 
family. In his opin-
ion, Supreme Court 
Justice Robert 
Jackson wrote, 
“Compulsory unifi-
cation of opinion 

achieves only the 
unanimity of the graveyard.”

Notwithstanding this history, stu-
dents exercising their right are now 
being challenged.

In Worcester, Massachusetts, a high 
school football player was told that he 
would be forced to sit out a game for 
kneeling during the national anthem—
since then, his suspension was terminated.

“I’m standing up for the injustice 
that happens to Black people every 
day, not just cops killing Black people. 
We are disrespected and mistreated 
everywhere we go on a daily basis 
because of our skin color and I’m sick 
of it,” Mike Oppong, a junior at 

Pulling a Kaepernick
Students are pulling a Kaepernick all over America—and being threat-

ened for it
By Zaid Jilani and Naomi LaChance
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Doherty Memorial High School, told a 
reporter.

A student at Lower Lake High School 
in Lower Lake, California, Leilani 
Thomas, was punished for the first time 
since she first began sitting out the 
Pledge of Allegiance in second grade.

Thomas, a member of the Native 
American Pomo Tribe, is protesting 
the United States’ systematic abuse of 
native peoples. After a teacher lowered 
her grade for sitting, the school moved 
Thomas to a class with a different 
teacher.

 “[The teacher] told me I was being 
disrespectful and I was pretty mad,” 
Leilani told ABC 10. “She was being 
disrespectful to me also, saying I was 
making bad choices, and I don’t have 
the choice to sit during the pledge.”

Students at private schools do not 
enjoy the same constitutional protec-
tions. The Diocese in Camden, New 
Jersey, which oversees six local private 
Catholic schools, will punish student 
athletes who do not stand during the 
national anthem by suspending them 
for two games. In a letter, the organiza-
tion wrote, “The best approach is help-
ing our young people understand that 
blood was sacrificed so that we all can 
enjoy the gifts of our faith and our coun-
try. However, let me be clear. We are not 
public institutions and free speech in all 
of its demonstrations, including protests 
is not a guaranteed right.”

At least one student at a public 
school, Shemar Cooper, was grabbed 
by his teacher when he sat during the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Cooper, a 15-year-
old student at Eisenhower High School 
in Blue Island, Illinois, said that a 
teacher tried to pull him out of his seat 
during the pledge.

“America doesn’t respect Blacks,” 
he told WGN News. “Until they stop 
killing us, I’m not going to stand up.” 
The teacher has since been punished.

Some students, like Kaepernick 
himself, have received death threats. 
Eleven-year-old Jaelun Parkerson of 
Beaumont, Texas, received threats after 
he led his football team in kneeling 
during the national anthem. “It just 

makes me sad and scared,” he told 
ABC13.

Local police and the NAACP are 
investigating lynching threats in 
Brunswick, Ohio, where a high school 
football player named Rodney Axon Jr. 
was targeted after kneeling during the 
national anthem, according to Fox 8.

—The Intercept, September 23, 2016

https://theintercept.com/2016/09/23/
students-are-pulling-a-kaepernick-all-
over-america-and-being-threatened-
for-it/

“Compulsory  

unification of  

opinion achieves 

only the  

unanimity of the 

graveyard.”
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Here is a very partial list of sports 
teams and bands around the country 
where players have taken a knee, linked 
arms, or raised a fist to protest injustice 
during the playing of the national anthem:

Professional teams:

Football: San Francisco 49ers; 
Seattle Seahawks; Miami Dolphins; 
Denver Broncos; Kansas City Chiefs; 
Philadelphia Eagles; New England 
Patriots; Indianapolis Colts; Houston 
Texans; Nebraska Huskers; Los Angeles 
Rams; Howard University Bison 
(cheerleaders and football team). 

Women’s Soccer: Seattle Reign. 
Basketball: Indiana Fever; Houston 
Rockets; Phoenix Mercury; East 
Carolina University Band.

High school and middle school 
football teams and bands: 

Watkins Mill Football Team, 
Montgomery, MD; Detroit Edison; 
Doherty Memorial High, Worcester, 
MA; Central H.S., Omaha, NE (foot-
ball cheerleaders and band members); 
Lincoln Southeast, Lincoln, NE; 
Waggerner H.S., Louisville, KY; Maury 
H.S., Norfolk, VA; Auburn H.S., 

Minneapolis, MN; Woodrow Wilson 
H.S., Camden, NJ; Garfield H.S., 
Seattle, WA; Laguna Creek H.S., Elk 
Grove, CA; Mission H.S., San Francisco, 
CA; Oakland Unified School Districts 
Honor Band, Oakland, CA (protest on 
field at Oakland Athletics game 
September 20); Beaumont Texas youth 
football (11 and 12-year-olds) whose 
season was cancelled, the coaching staff 
suspended, and whose parents were 
threatened with arrest if they attended 
any future games, practices or events.

New protests are occurring daily.

National Anthem Protests Spread Like Wildfire
The Editors

Dakota Is the New Keystone
By Bill McKibben

Middlebury, Vermont—The Native 
Americans who have spent the last 
months in peaceful protest against an 
oil pipeline along the banks of the 
Missouri are standing up for tribal 
rights. They’re also standing up for 
clean water, environmental justice and 
a working climate. And it’s time that 
everyone else joined in.

The shocking images of the National 
Guard destroying tepees and sweat lodg-
es and arresting elders this week remind 
us that the battle over the Dakota Access 
Pipeline is part of the longest-running 
drama in American history—the United 
States Army versus Native Americans. 
In the past, it’s almost always ended hor-
ribly, and nothing we can do now will 
erase a history of massacres, stolen land 
and broken treaties. But this time, it can 
end differently.

Those heroes on the Standing Rock 
reservation, sometimes on horseback, 
have peacefully stood up to police dogs, 
pepper spray and the bizarre-looking 
militarized tanks and SWAT teams that 
are the stuff of modern policing. 

(Modern and old-fashioned both: The 
pictures of German shepherds attacking 
are all too reminiscent of photos from, 
say, Birmingham, Alabama, in 1963.)

The courage of those protesters 
managed to move the White House 
enough that the government called a 
temporary halt to construction. But 
the forces that want it finished—Big 
Oil, and its allies in parts of the labor 
movement—are strong enough that 
the respite may be temporary.

In coming weeks, activists will 
respond to calls from the leaders at 
Standing Rock by gathering at the 
offices of banks funding the pipeline, 
and at the offices of the Army Corps of 
Engineers, for protest and civil disobe-
dience. Two-dozen big banks have lent 
money to the pipeline project, even 
though many of them have also adopt-
ed elaborate environmental codes. As 
for the Corps, that’s the agency that 
helped “expedite” the approval of the 
pipeline—and must still grant the final 
few permits. The vast movement of 
people across the country who mobi-

lized to block fossil-fuel projects like 
the Keystone pipeline and Shell’s plans 
to drill in the Arctic need to gather 
once more. This time, their message 
must be broader still.

There are at least two grounds for 
demanding a full environmental review 
of this pipeline, instead of the fast-
track approvals it has received so far. 
The first is the obvious environmental 
racism of the whole project.

Originally, the pipeline was sup-
posed to cross the Missouri just north of 
Bismarck, until people pointed out that 
a leak there would threaten the drinking 
water supply for North Dakota’s second 
biggest city. The solution, in keeping 
with American history, was obvious: 
make the crossing instead just above the 
Standing Rock reservation, where the 
poverty rate is nearly three times the 
national average. This has been like 
watching the start of another Flint, 
Mich., except with a chance to stop it.

The second is that this is precisely the 
kind of project that climate science tells 
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us can no longer be tolerated. In mid-
summer, the Obama administration 
promised that henceforth there would 
be a climate test for new projects before 
they could be approved. That promise 
was codified in the Democratic platform 
approved by Hillary Clinton’s cam-
paign, which says there will be no fed-
eral approval for any project that “sig-
nificantly exacerbates” global warming.

The review of the Dakota pipeline 
must take both cases into account.

So far, the signs are not good. There 
has been no word from the White House 
about how long the current pause will 
last. Now, the company building the 
pipeline has pushed the local authorities 
to remove protesters from land where 
construction has already desecrated 
indigenous burial sites, with law enforce-

ment agents using Tasers, batons, mace 
and “sound cannons.”

From the Clinton campaign, there’s 
been simply an ugly silence, perhaps 
rooted in an unwillingness to cross 
major contributors like the Laborers’ 
International Union of North America, 
which has lashed out against the many 
other, larger unions that oppose the 
project. But that silence won’t make 
the issue go away: Sioux protesters 
erected a tepee in her Brooklyn cam-
paign office on Thursday. If Mrs. 
Clinton is elected on November 8, this 
will be the new president’s first test on 
environmental and human rights.

What’s happening along the Missouri 
is of historic consequence. That mes-
sage should reverberate not just on the 
lonely high plains, but in our biggest 

cities, too. Native Americans have car-
ried the fight, but they deserve backup 
from everyone with a conscience; other 
activists should join the protest at bank 
headquarters, Army Corps offices and 
other sites of entrenched power.

The Native Americans are the only 
people who have inhabited this continent 
in harmony with nature for centuries. 
Their traditional wisdom now chimes 
perfectly with the latest climate science. 
The only thing missing are the bodies of 
the rest of us joining in their protest. If we 
use them wisely, a fresh start is possible.

—OpEd News, October 29, 2016

http://www.opednews.com/articles/
Why-Dakota-Is-the-New-Keys-by-Bill-
McKibben-Climate_Dakota-Access-
Pipeline_Heroes_Protest-161029-437.html

Standing Rock Protests
The world has been electrified by protests against the Dakota access pipeline. Is this a new civil rights move-

ment where environmental and human rights meet?
By Rebecca Solnit

Introduction: According to an October 
28, 2016 article that appeared in the 
New York Times by Reuters titled, 
“Police Arrest 141 in Crackdown on 
North Dakota Pipeline Protesters,”

 “Police in riot gear used pepper 
spray and armored vehicles in an 
effort to disperse an estimated 330 
protesters and clear a camp…in the 
path of the proposed $3.8 billion 
Dakota Access Pipeline…” 

OpEd News released a video of the 
carnage of heavily armed police deploy-
ing dogs, pepper spray, rubber bullets 
and beanbags at the unarmed water 
protectors.1 It is not for the faint of heart.

We are printing a lengthy excerpt of a 
report by Rebecca Solnit based on her 
article dated September 12, 2016 which 
gives the background of this extremely 
important, heroic and ongoing struggle 
in defense of all of us. —The Editors

What’s happening at Standing Rock 
is extraordinary and possibly transfor-

mative for native rights, Sioux history, 
and the intersection of the climate 
movement with indigenous communi-
ties. I spent two days in the Red Warrior 
camp, the big camp with dozens of 
teepees, hundreds of tents, and at least 
1,000 people. It’s across the small 
Cannonball river from the Sacred Stone 
camp founded this spring to catalyze 
resistance against the DAPL intended 
to bring dirty crude from the Bakken 
oil shale in the northwest of North 
Dakota to Illinois, then down to refin-
eries in the Gulf of Mexico for export. 
Resistance has been catalyzed, and the 
world electrified by the gathering of 
participants from tribes across North 
America and non-native supporters.

Friday morning in the camp, I asked 
Dallas Goldtooth of the Indigenous 
Environmental Network what were the 
precedents for this. Sitting in the back of 
his minivan, as his small children milled 
about and the boy across the road came 

to shake his hand, he told me: “There’s 
nothing, honestly. There’s nothing that 
can compare. One-hundred and eighty 
different tribal nations have sent letters 
of solidarity.” Goldtooth, who is Dakota 
and Dene, went on to describe the 
unprecedented support of tribes from 
all over the United States and Canada 
for this resistance, along with climate 
and environmental groups—a coalition 
with tremendous possibility for the 
future of both indigenous rights and the 
climate movement.

The joy is widespread. The first per-
son I met was a young Hoopa/Yurok 
woman from far-northern California, 
who told me this is the most amazing 
thing she’s ever been part of. The next 
morning, a small man came up and 
greeted me, introduced himself as 
Frank, “from right here,” a member of 
the Standing Rock Sioux. Somewhere 
in the conversation he said: “I wake up 
happy every day about this.” I asked 
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him how this changed the past, think-
ing of the losses the Lakota/Sioux faced 
over the past 150 years, but he heard 
the question differently. He mentioned 
that their old enemies the Crow and 
the Cheyenne came to stand with them, 
and that the old divisions are over.

When I asked that question, I was 
thinking about what I heard from cli-
mate activist and environmental lawyer 
Carolyn Raffensperger, who had spent 
time at the camp earlier and has a long 
history in the area. “There are moments 
in history that can heal the past and the 
future,” she said. “This is a healing 
moment. It’s extraordinary. I’m hoping 
that it heals the river, which has suffered 
assaults that are unspeakable.” Though 
climate activists oppose the pipeline, 
because it’s part of the machinery to 
keep fossil fuel flowing and tempera-
tures rising, the Standing Rock oppose 
it because it would tunnel underneath 
the Missouri river and threaten their 
water supply if it ever ruptures.

The river is their only source of 
water. And as Raffensberger men-
tioned, it has been violated in many 
ways, including by the Oahe Dam in 
South Dakota, which turned a free-
flowing river into a long unnatural 
lake. The Cannonball river used to 
meet the Missouri in such a way that 
their turbulent waters turned out big 
round stones—which white people saw 
as cannonballs, thus the name—but 
now the smaller river sinks quietly into 
the lake, and the stones are gone and so 
are the forces that made them.

As Standing Rock tribal chairman 
David Archambault said in an editorial 
last month: “When the Army Corps of 
Engineers dammed the Missouri River 
in 1958, it took our riverfront forests, 
fruit orchards and most fertile farm-
land to create Lake Oahe. Now the 
Corps is taking our clean water and 
sacred places by approving this river 
crossing. Whether it’s gold from the 
Black Hills or hydropower from the 
Missouri or oil pipelines that threaten 

our ancestral inheritance, the tribes 
have always paid the price for America’s 
prosperity.” They will again, if the cor-
porations and banks behind the DAPL 
have their way, but this may be a turn-
ing point in history; they could lose.

The camp
That’s what members of Native 

American nations from the California 
Yurok to the Michigan Chippewa and 
the other activists and supporters are 
hoping, and it’s a tremendous hope 
against the odds or at least against the 
record of the past. Victors like to forget 
how they got their spoils, but the 
despoiled have long memories. In the 
central circle of the camp, some words 
and ideas recurred: that peace and 
prayer were the means here, that being 
humble mattered, that ancestors mat-
tered, that this was nonviolent.

I met an older woman from the Pine 
Ridge reservation, one of the poorest 
places in the United States and the site 
of some of the fiercest Native American 
resistance in the 1970s. She told me she 
had come when the camp was just 
beginning, when she saw seven teepees 
there. The next morning there were 
hundreds of people, and the occupa-

tion had stepped up a level. It kept 
growing, and there are plans to con-
tinue, though a Dakota winter may 
winnow out all but the toughest. When 
I arrived, the camp spread in all direc-
tions from the main entrance on the 
road. A long avenue of flagpoles lined 
the main road down what had been 
grasslands before, with nearly 200 flags 
from native nations around the coun-
try. Near the entrance was a sprawling 
camp kitchen, with mountains of sup-
plies, indoor and outdoor facilities and 
open fires on which some of the cook-
ing was done, and all of the gigantic 
vats of coffee seemed to be boiled. The 
grass was flattened and dried in some 
places, worn through in others, and 
after Wednesday’s rain some of the 
bare places became mud wallows. 
People made camp on both sides, some 
in tall white or painted teepees, most in 
tents, a few in recreational vehicles.

Horses were staked in the grass or 
kept in small corrals. People flew flags, 
covered their car in graffiti—“Water is 
life” or its equivalent in Lakota, “Mni 
wiconi,” and “No DAPL” were the 
most common slogans. There was a 
remarkable absence of brochures, leaf-
lets and petitions, along with meetings 
and perceptible organizational struc-
ture. There was a classroom, a table 
where volunteer lawyers were available 
(they were also there to witness and 
represent anyone who might be arrest-
ed), sweatlodges. It was a village, 
though one without commerce of any 
kind or alcohol, drugs, or weapons. 
People chopped wood, fed horses, 
made coffee, visited with their neigh-
bors, told their stories, came to cere-
monies and talks, and waited to see 
how they could make history.

Which left time on some days for 
cultural celebration by a thousand peo-
ple from dozens of cultures. Thursday, 
the people of the Pacific Northwest 
paddled down the Missouri river in 
magnificent boats they had brought 
with them. They were scheduled to 
come up the Cannonball about 3:00 

...climate activists 
oppose the pipeline, 

because it’s part  
of the machinery to 

keep fossil fuel  
flowing and  

temperatures rising, 
the Standing Rock 

oppose it because it 
would tunnel under-
neath the Missouri 
river and threaten 

their water supply if 
it ever ruptures.
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P.M., and people were beginning to 
line the shore when runners came to 
call people to the central circle where 
ceremonies were held and information 
distributed. There, Archambault spoke 
about the governor’s calling out the 
national guard, seeking to calm fears 
by saying they would be used for traffic 
management and would never be 
allowed to come to the camp.

In fact, men in uniform from the 
sheriff’s department and state troopers 
were already being used to turn people 
back on Highway 1806, which goes 
south from the Bismarck area to the 
reservation. I ran into them Wednesday 
afternoon, looking like they were com-
bat-ready for Afghanistan, and they 
appeared to be turning all cars back not 
far down the highway from Bismarck. I 
took a huge detour through the rolling 
green countryside and got back with-
out a mishap, but the goal seemed to be 
discouragement. On Friday, I saw more 
uniformed men turning people back 
about a dozen miles above the camp 
and then, again, further north, another 
blockade sending people back. There 
seems to be a concerted effort to pre-
vent people from reaching the camp or 
to at least inconvenience them.

Meanwhile, Archambault spoke, 
and then everyone wandered back to 
shore where the huge Tlingit boat and 
other crafts were arriving. Goldtooth 
had noted that the river tribes who had 
responded most strongly, were groups 
who had fought or were fighting their 
own battles over water. The ceremonies 
were unhurried, with the boats passing 
by and then pointing their prows to 
shore and asking, with speeches of grat-
itude, songs in native languages, and 
jokes, permission to land.

The fight is about water and rights. 
The Missouri is the longest river in the 
United States, joining the Mississippi 
at St Louis; any pollution caused by a 
spill from the DAPL on its current 
route would impact the reservation 
first but would continue downstream 
all the way to the Gulf of Mexico. It 

would impact a huge swathe of the 
agriculture and residents at the center 
of the continent. You could also note 
that the Missouri and Mississippi meet 
close to where a police officer killed 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, a suburb 
of St. Louis, the event that prompted 
the formation of Black Lives Matter 
(members of which were also at the 
camp showing solidarity). The river 
goes onward to flow past New Orleans, 
where the natural disaster of Hurricane 
Katrina turned into the unnatural 
disaster of a city blockaded and its citi-
zens shot down and stranded by the 
authorities. Histories flow together.

A new civil rights movement
What’s happening at Standing Rock 

feels like a new civil rights movement 
that takes place at the confluence of 
environmental and human rights and 
grows from the last 60 years of lived 
experience in popular power and 
changing the world. This is already a 
movement with national solidarity—
there were support demonstrations in 
San Francisco and Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
among other places—and a national 
day of action September 20, 2016.

Many involved in the climate move-
ment see it as a human rights move-
ment or a movement inseparable from 
human rights. Indigenous people have 
played a huge role, as the people in 

many of the places where extracting and 
transporting fossil fuel take place, as 
protectors of particular places and eco-
systems from rivers to forests, from the 
Amazon to the Arctic, as people with a 
strong sense of the past and the future, 
of the deep time in which short-term 
profit turns into long-term damage, and 
of the rights of the collective over indi-
vidual profit. All these forces are anti-
thetical to capitalism, and it to them.

There is nothing guaranteed about 
the outcome for the DAPL, the larger 
movement that the uprising at Standing 
Rock has begun, and the connections it 
strengthens. It’s only a beginning but 
it’s a spectacular beginning and a 
reminder that sometimes the future is 
made by dreamers and warriors who 
come together unexpectedly.

—The Guardian, September 12, 2016

https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2016/sep/12/north-dakota-stand-
ing-rock-protests-civil-rights?CMP=fb_
us#link_time=1473686009

1  “Real Video from Friday in North Dakota, 
for those who have strong stomachs and some 
sense of Justice,” By Stephen Fox

 http://www.opednews.com/articles/Real-Vid-
eo-from-Today-in-N-by-Stephen-Fox-Dakota-
Access-Pipeline_Dapl_North-Dakota_Pepper-
S p r a y i n g - A n d - B e a t i n g - N a t i v e - A m e r i -
cans-161029-998.html
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When the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe mobilized thousands to protect 
their land and water in Cannon Ball, 
North Dakota from a proposed $3.8 
billion crude-oil pipeline, they were 
met with national guard deployments, 
police crackdowns, an FBI investigation 
and private security forces that attacked 
them with dogs. A key firm hired dur-
ing this time to provide security for the 
pipeline company, Dakota Access LLC, 
is the British multinational G4S—one 
of the largest private security corpora-
tions in the world targeted by a years-
long global boycott campaign for prof-
iting from the inhumane treatment of 
Palestinians in Israeli prisons, including 
the torture of children.

G4S announced in March that it 
plans to halt all of its business with 
Israel in the next 12 to 24 months, in 
what was hailed as a significant human 
rights victory, with international cam-
paigners vowing to hold the company 
to its word. However, the corporation’s 
role in protecting the Dakota access 
pipeline indicates that G4S is profiting 
from a different colonial context, this 
time in North Dakota’s Indian country.

In an interview with AlterNet, G4S 
communications director Monica 
Lewman-Garcia confirmed that the 
company provided private security for 
the Dakota Access Pipeline for a two-
week period, starting August 24. 
Lewman-Garcia claimed that the com-
pany “had no employees present dur-

ing the incident on September 3” when 
protesters were attacked with dogs. 
However, she repeatedly declined to 
identify where the G4S employees were 
located during the contract, merely 
stating that they were dispatched to 
“remote locations” and “did not come 
into contact with protesters.”

According to Lewman-Garcia, the 
security force consisted of “six to eight 
unarmed security personnel” who per-
formed “patrol and response” duties. 
Asked to elaborate on what “patrol and 
response” entails, Lewman-Garcia sug-
gested that AlterNet look up the term. 
She said she does not know what past 
contracts G4S has with the pipeline nor 
what deals it will enter into in the 
future. Her statements follow recent 
remarks she made to TeleSUR.

Attorneys representing the Standing 
Rock encampments identified the com-
panies behind the Dakota Access 
Company’s brutal dog attacks, captured 
on video, as private security firm 
10-Code Security, LLC and attack dog 
contractor Frost Kennels. While G4S 
claims it was not involved in the inci-
dent, it is difficult to verify this asser-
tion, as Lewman-Garcia did not state 
where staffers were located, nor whether 
they were wearing uniforms. Participants 
in the mobilization told AlterNet that 
the attackers wore non-descript clothing 
and were difficult to identify.

The company 10-Code Security 
could not be reached for comment. 
Dakota Access LLC, and its parent 
company Energy Transfer Partners, did 
not respond to repeated requests for an 
interview. The state licensing board for 
private investigation and security 
announced Friday that it is launching 
an investigation into the attacks.

Whether or not G4S was involved in 
the dog attacks, the fact that they per-

formed security for the pipeline during 
a time of mass protest indicates that 
they are profiting from the Dakota 
Access company’s efforts to prevent 
indigenous communities from protect-
ing their land and water.

The resistance campaign attracted 
support from the Palestine solidarity 
organization Samidoun: Palestinian 
Prisoner Solidarity Network. The 
group released a statement on August 
30 to express its “strongest support for 
the Sioux nation and Native resis-
tance,” writing: “Settler colonialism 
and its theft of native land for the pur-
pose of exploitation and the construc-
tion of colonial and imperialist power 
is a threat to indigenous peoples 
around the world and indeed, the 
future of the world itself.”

“Today, the settler-colonial United 
States, built on the dispossession and 
genocide of indigenous people and 
nations—as well as the murderous and 
genocidal exploitation of Black labor 
through slavery—is the greatest threat 
to the environment and people of the 
world,” the statement continued. “It is 
also the strongest and largest backer 
and strategic ally of the Zionist settler-
colonial project in Palestine that has 
ravaged indigenous Palestinian land 
for nearly 100 years.”

G4S has faced widespread allegations 
of human rights abuses far beyond 
Palestine—from South Africa to the 
United Kingdom, including its operation 
of a Florida for-profit juvenile detention 
center where conditions were so abysmal 
a that a grand jury said in 2015 that the 
facility should cease to exist.

—AlterNet, September 9, 2016

http://www.alternet.org/g4s-with-
draws-operations-palestine-it-moves-
north-dakotas-indian-country  

Palestine and the Dakota Pipeline—Excerpt
Reckless security firm hired to protect Dakota Pipeline Company has dark past in Palestine

By Sarah Lazare 
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Why Black Self-Determination Matters
By Glen Ford

Back in February 2016, Bill Clinton 
hosted Turkish-born billionaire Hamdi 
Ulukaya, the Chobani Yogurt mogul, 
at a gathering of the Clinton Global 
Initiative, in New York City. Clinton 
gushingly endorsed Ulukaya’s impor-
tation of thousands of immigrants to 
staff his factories:

“Detroit has 10,000 empty, struc-
turally sound houses—10,000!—
and a lot of jobs to be had repairing 
those houses. But Detroit just came 
out of bankruptcy and the mayor is 
trying to do an innovative sort of 
urban homesteading program there. 
I think it just gives you an example 
of what could be done. Any of us 
who have ever had any personal 
experience with either Syrian 
Americans or Syrian refugees thinks 
it’s a pretty good deal.”

The former president was echoing a 
scheme proposed by Michigan 
Republican Governor Rick Synder, 
back in 2014, to bring in 50,000 immi-
grants on EB-2 visas to “revitalize” 
Detroit. Snyder backed off the plan, a 
year later, but Bill Clinton remains 
enthusiastic about “Afro-Dilution” of 
the cities through immigrant importa-
tion. In a matter of months, Slick 
Willie will likely be in a position to put 
his scheme into practice. “My 
husband...I’m going to put in charge of 
revitalizing the economy because you 
know, he knows how to do it,” said 
Hillary Clinton, in a campaign swing 
through Kentucky, in May. “And espe-
cially in places like coal country and 
inner cities and other parts of the 
country that have been really left out.”

It is immaterial that the YouTube of 
Slick Willie’s performance at the 
Clinton Global Initiative was circulat-
ed on the Internet, this week, by the 
racists at Breitbart News, who hate 
people of color, worldwide. Breitbart 
has done Black folks in the U.S. a back-

handed service by reminding us that 
Republicans and Democrats view the 
very presence of Black people as the 
root of urban decline. Both the “con-
servative” Synder and the supposedly 
“liberal” Clinton are determined to 
disperse Black urban populations and 
prevent them from ever again becom-
ing concentrated on valuable and stra-
tegic real estate. Black people’s right to 
self-determination, and the practical 
capacity to exercise those rights 
through development of their own 
communities, is anathema at both 
poles of the corporate duopoly.

From the perspective of Black self-
determination, Bill Clinton and Rick 
Synder are the same people. That also 
goes for Barack Obama, whose admin-
istration was a full partner in the corpo-
rate deal that bankrupted Detroit and 
left it naked to the color-coded depre-
dations of Big Capital. Black people in 
Detroit have been systematically driven 
out of the city through denial of basic 
necessities of life such as water, while 

the mostly Black city of Flint’s water 
supply was poisoned with lead and an 
array of other contaminants. Fully half 
of Michigan’s Black population was 
disenfranchised through imposition of 
emergency manager dictatorships in 
every heavily Black city in the state—a 
regime quite similar to those that have 
for many years denied Black people in 
jurisdictions across the country any real 
voice in the operations of their public 
schools. The national Black incarcera-
tion regime, now more than two gen-
erations old, has stripped Black people 
of every human right associated with 
civilization: the right to walk, talk, drive 
or breathe while Black—the right to 
life, itself.

When Malcolm X spoke of self-
determination, he correctly anticipated 
that the narrow electoral privileges 
already available to Blacks in the North, 
and which were being heroically pur-
sued in the South, could ultimately be 
curtailed and were insufficient to pro-
tect Blacks’ human rights and allow 
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their full development as a people. 
Malcolm urged Blacks to fight for the 
principles enshrined in the United 
Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
and refined in the 1960 UN General 
Assembly resolution that so eloquently 
states: “All peoples have the right to self-
determination; by virtue of that right 
they freely determine their political sta-
tus and freely pursue their economic, 
social and cultural development.”

Self-determination as an  
organizing principle

The emerging new Black movement 
is reawakening to self-determination as 
an organizing principle. The Movement 
for Black Lives (M4BL) platform, 
unveiled at the beginning of August, 
employs a self-determinationist 
approach to a number of issues facing 
Black America. The Malcolm X 
Grassroots Movement made a valiant 
effort to put self-determination into 
practice in Jackson, Mississippi, and 
has continued the project after the 
untimely death of Mayor Chokwe 
Lumumba. Projects animated by the 
pursuit of Black self-determination 
abound in localities around the nation.

The Black Is Back Coalition for 
Social Justice, Peace and Reparations 
has taken the next, logical step, assem-
bling a comprehensive document that 
applies the principle of self-determina-
tion to 19 arenas of struggle, from 
Black Women and Families; to Black 
Community Control of Police and an 
End to Mass Black Incarceration; to 
Reparations and Full Employment; to 
U.S. Out of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America; to Climate Change. This 
National Black Political Agenda for 
Self-Determination, approved by the 
Coalition’s member organizations at a 
national conference in Philadelphia, in 
August, will be submitted to state con-
ventions over the next two months, 
culminating in a national convention 
on November 6, following the 
Coalition’s annual rally and march on 
the White House, in Washington.

The Coalition’s newly created agen-
da is unique, in that it insists that the 
principle of self-determination must be 
central to all arenas of Black struggle. 
For example, regarding Black 
Community Control of the Police 
(Point #1), the document demands “the 
immediate withdrawal of all domestic 
military occupation forces from Black 
communities. This democratic demand 
assumes the ability of Black people to 
mobilize for our own security and to 
redefine the role of the police so that it 
no longer functions as an agency 
imposed on us from the outside.”

Thus, self-determination is under-
stood as a responsibility, as well as a right.

The document demands a Halt to 
Gentrification (Point #10) “through 
the empowerment, stabilization and 
restoration of traditional Black neigh-
borhoods. Black people have the right 
to develop, plan and preserve our own 
communities. No project shall be con-
sidered ‘development’ that does not 
serve the interests of the impacted 
population, nor should any people-
displacing or otherwise disruptive 
project be allowed to proceed without 
the permission of that population. 
Peoples that have been displaced from 
their communities by public or private 
development schemes have the Right 
to Return to our communities, from 
New Orleans to Harlem.”

This position delegitimizes the 
demands of capital, and gives primacy 
to Black people’s right to pursue, as the 
UN resolution states, “their economic, 
social and cultural development.”

None of which can be achieved 
without resources. Point #7 calls for 
the nationalization of the banks and an 
“end forever to the rule of capital, 
“which has been central to the enslave-
ment, extermination, colonization and 
denial of self-determination to peoples, 
worldwide. The process must begin 
with creation of a National 
Development Bank as the primary 
engine of commerce and development, 

and a Black-directed public bank to 
finance developmental paths chosen by 
Black communities.”

None of the above three points or 
the 16 others in the document is a “pie 
in the sky” position; they are princi-
pled, self-determinist goals that should 
guide actions in the present day. The 
struggle of Black people in “the belly of 
the beast” is, indeed, complex, but the 
path becomes clearer when one’s eyes 
are on the prize: self-determination.

—Black Agenda Report, August 31, 
2016

http://blackagendareport.com/why_
black_self-determination_matters

But Socialism, 
alone, can bring 

self-determi-
nation of their 

peoples. 
-Karl Liebknecht
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Accidents are No Accident
In the rush for profits workers lives are sacrificed

By Dr. Nayvin Gordon

Remember the Metro-North 
Railroad Hudson Line passenger train 
that derailed December 1, 2013, killing 
115 passengers, and injuring another 
61? It was caused by a lack of safety 
controls.

Remember the Amtrak Northeast 
Regional train that derailed in 
Philadelphia May 12, 2015, killing 
eight and injuring over 200—11 
injured critically? It was caused by a 
lack of safety controls.

There is a positive train control sys-
tem that automatically slows or stops a 
train but they were not installed due to 
Congressional inactivity, euphemisti-
cally know as “budgetary shortfalls.”

Other obvious protections would be 
to have a minimum of two engineers in 
the control room of all trains at all 
times; installation of “dead-man’s” 
switches in all trains; speed controls on 

tracks and trains and a reduction of the 
work day, could all be instituted. 

What about the crash that critically 
injured Tracy Morgan, TV actor on the 
“30 Rock” show? It was caused by a 
Walmart employee who suffered from 
“truck driver fatigue,” a preventable 
condition that is responsible for killing 
over 5,000 people a year. 

These deaths can be prevented by 
legalizing, regulating and enforcing 
shorter working hours, adequate sleep, 
time for commuting, time for family 
and time for meals, as well as adjust-
ments for work-shift effects on circa-
dian rhythms.

It was reported in the AP, August 
11, 2015, that a report showing air traf-
fic controllers work schedules were 
causing them to miss sleep chronically 
and thus contributing to 50 percent of 
the errors made by air traffic control-

lers. Instead of immediately insuring 
that air controllers get eight hours 
sleep, the U.S. Government kept the 
report secret for years.

The Government in general works 
to maintain the profits of the bosses, 
their finance and industry, not the 
health of the working class as the above 
adequately demonstrates. Public health 
refers to all the organized methods 
used to prevent disease, promote health 
and prolong life among the population 
as a whole. The U.S. Government’s 
public health activities receive only 
three percent of the over two trillion 
dollars spent for health related services.

Only when workers have total con-
trol of their working conditions will we 
have the possibility of making the safe-
ty of working people one of the highest 
priorities of our society.

—September 30, 2016

Interview with a Drone Tech 
By Cian Westmoreland

If it failed, we were told that people on 
our side would potentially die. But I knew 
that if it stayed up, people on the Afghan 
side would die. —Cian Westmoreland

Cian Westmoreland is a former drone 
program technician who has spoken out 
against the U.S. drone wars. He was one 
of a group of four drone whistleblowers 
who spoke out in 2015. Cian joined the 
Air Force on April 18, 2006. His reasons 
for joining were multidimensional. But a 
reason he joined was that his father was 
in the Air Force. He’d been a U.S. Air 
Force Russian Linguist. Following is some 
of what Cian told me. —Bob Meola

I wanted to get out of my town. My 
father came out as gay when I was 17. 
My parents separated. My mom went 

downhill and resolved to resign. She 
was relying on me a lot. So was my 
sister. My girlfriend tried to kill herself.

I felt stuck and wanted to get out of 
town. Forty percent of the houses in 
town were condemned.

I looked at military options and 
talked to the recruiter to see what they 
had to offer—Army, Navy, Marines. I 
chose the Air Force. Before enlisting, I 
was in northern Florida when [hurri-
cane] Katrina hit. I went to New 
Orleans to volunteer. I was operating a 
food shelter. I was working with volun-
teers and ripping out dry wall for my 
church and the Red Cross. I did delayed 
entry and they said they’d put me in 
ground radio.

Basic training was in San Antonio. 
My Technical School was at Keesler Air 
Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi. My 
First duty station was Osan Air Base in 
South Korea then, Spangdahlem Air 
Base in Germany, and then Kandahar 
Airfield in Afghanistan in 2009.

I deployed with my unit. We estab-
lished the site for the 73rd expedition-
ary Air Control Squadron. My job 
shifted to RF Transmission Systems. 
Then Satcom Satellite Communications 
and Wide Band.

Our job was to build the site that 
would basically relay all the communi-
cations over the 240,000 square miles 
in Afghanistan to the CAOC–
Combined Air operation Center—at 
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Al Udeid Air Base, Quatar and 
Ramstein Air Base in Germany.

It was a point, a single point of fail-
ure at that time. If it failed, we were 
told that people on our side would 
potentially die. But I knew that if it 
stayed up, people on the Afghan side 
would die.

We were converting terrestrial sig-
nals into satellite signals and vice versa.

We were relaying imagery, targeting 
data, radio communications, encrypt-
ed chat, and radar. This was all in 2009.

I had plans to stay in and become a 
Staff Sargent, until I went to 
Afghanistan. I even received an early 
promotion. But in Afghanistan I was 
building a system that was being used 
for airstrikes at the same time our base 
was being bombed.

When this mortar exploded about 
100 feet away from me, I started to 
think about my own life and what I was 
doing there and what I felt in that 
moment. I tried to imagine what the 
children were going through who stood 
at the fence and begged for water every 
day, while I stood there unable to do 
anything for them, despite the fact that 
just behind me we had a Taco Bell, 
McDonalds, and a Tim Hortons.

The day the boss gathered us around 
the equipment and said, “We’re killing 
bad guys here, boys,” it felt like I had 
something around my throat. I felt a 
lump in my throat like I couldn’t breathe.

One of the reasons I joined the Air 
Force was to develop a relationship 
with my dad. I didn’t know how to. On 
9/11 he was in Kuwait working at a 
headquarters there when it happened. 
He had to order all of the initial missile 
parts to be deployed in Afghanistan. He 
told me that the leadership there want-
ed to put cameras on the heads of the 
missiles so they could watch the impact.

He said every time a missile impact-
ed it would show on a screen and 
everybody would cheer. He said, “After 
they hit their targets, they would still 

have missiles left over, so they would 
go looking for targets and at the time of 
the bombings, the targets were consid-
ered anybody who was wearing white.”

I knew the culture of the people 
directing the strikes was not very dis-
criminatory about who they bombed. 
They were not really concerned with 
international law and the killing of 
civilians.

After my father told me those things 
and when he came back from Kuwait, 
he became more quiet and distant. I 
wanted to understand things that he 
went through for the military. His 
story was one I thought a lot about 
while in Afghanistan, and I understood 
the heaviness he must have felt.

Everyone knew there was collateral 
damage. Most of the data from aircraft 
was coming through our unit.

My father told me that during the 
initial bombing of Afghanistan, when he 
came back from Kuwait. I found out that 
he was affected by the bombings too.

He told me about the culture in 
headquarters. I knew it was similar—
knowing who was behind the joystick 
and what they say about that. We were 
bombing them.

When I was a child, my father was 
stationed in Armenia as a linguist 
doing intelligence work for the Defense 
Intelligence Agency after the Soviet 
collapse. There I saw hunger and heat-

ing shortages and the toils of having no 
access to clean water, while also experi-
encing what it was like to be surveilled 
in our home and our automobiles by 
the FSB [Federal Security Service of the 
Russian Federation].

I was thinking about how the U.S. 
troops had McDonald’s and we couldn’t 
give them clean water and this was not 
a solution, and bombing them was dis-
honorable. From there I kept my head 
low and got out of the military.

I only had about seven months left. 
Rather than trying to be a C.O., I just 
stayed until it was over and then hitch-
hiked from my base in Germany to Beijing 
and was on a journey of self-discovery.

I traveled to over 40 countries and 
studied International Relations in 
Brussels so I could have a better under-
standing of what goes into creating 
wars and how people find peace.

I met Brandon Bryant and Tonje 
Shei and others at the conference I 
organized around one of the first 
screenings of the film, Drones.

I’d been having re-occurring night-
mares of bombing villages and children 
and being responsible for it. I was in 
training at Global Governance Institute.

My task there was to research the 
social impact of weaponized drones. I 
wanted to start a dialog in Brussels.

This was in May 2014. Consequently, 
the media lab for the conference was 
hacked and had gotten a virus deleting 
all of the footage.

Then a friend was followed around 
and harassed and his computer was 
hacked and videos of explosions and 
killing was put on the computer with 
the message, “You’ve been hacked.”

I felt like it might have been related 
to me sharing information with the 
journalist Chris Woods and I wasn’t 
sure if I’d be able to come back into the 
U.S. Woods wrote the book, Sudden 
Justice. I had just pointed him to 
resources to do his own investigative 
work, but this was in a similar time-

If it failed, we were 
told that people on 

our side would 
potentially die.  

But I knew that if it 
stayed up, people on 

the Afghan side 
would die.  

—Cian Westmoreland
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frame of Edward Snowden’s leaks, and 
I was unclear if what I had provided/
who I had provided it to would consti-
tute government actions against me.

Instead of going home, I went to 
Nepal with no money. I was depressed 
and I was going to disappear and not 
come back. I decided I had to come 
back for my sister’s wedding in sum-
mer, 2014. Now I’m here. [The confer-
ence in Brussels was in Spring, 2014.]

All my [credit and debit] cards were 
blocked for a few days. I couldn’t get 
cash or make purchases right after talk-
ing to The Intercept this past fall [2015] 
in NYC. It was fixed soon. Brandon 
[Bryant] couldn’t get money deposited 
into his account. Stephen [Lewis] said 
he has had no problem because he 
doesn’t use cards anymore. [Attorney] 
Jesselynn Radack said other clients of 
hers have had problems as well.

One of us was constantly getting job 
offers from intelligence agencies while 
we were speaking out. Stephen refused 
them all and chose to continue work-
ing as a pretzel maker in a mall. 
Brandon has been off the radar and 
taking a break from the media. Michael 
[another drone pilot] might not par-
ticipate much more. I’ve been trying to 
keep this going.

I helped start Project Red Hand 
(projectredhand.org).

The government could try to charge 
us [former drone program personnel 
who are speaking out] with espionage.

We didn’t do what Snowden or 
Manning did. We didn’t leak anything. 
We didn’t give information. But we are 
speaking out. They could try to con-
strue that we are aiding the enemy by 
giving info about certain events and 
what might have happened. We spoke 
out against the drone program.

My security clearance has not been 
active for a few years. I waited for a few 
years. They’d have to try me in a civil-
ian court. I waited until I was out of the 
military for eight years to share any-

thing. In 2014, I shared information 
eight years after I joined in 2006. That 
makes me clear of military law then.

Brandon and I both agreed that we 
would be willing to stand trial at the 
International Criminal Court for what 
we participated in, because we believe 
it was an illegal war. I know myself to 
be a war criminal by international 
standards. We participated in what 
would constitute war crimes if any 
other soldier from any other nation 
perpetrated it. The U.S. signing of the 
Nuremberg Principles after WWII set 
the norm that “just following orders” is 
not a valid excuse for human rights 
violations. Our work, in the Global 
War on Terror, killed civilians in ways 
that were massively disproportionate 
to the threat most targets on the ground 
actually posed. We excessively used 
airpower when it wasn’t needed. We 
had no formal declaration of war or 
any business being in this region mili-
tarily. But despite knowing that my 
equipment would most likely be used 
in war crimes, I still just followed 
orders. With that said, I envision a sys-
tem of international justice that would 
be in lines with the highest standards of 
criminal treatment, which would be 
rehabilitative, include acts of penance, 
and a lifetime of servitude toward 
peace. It’s got to be entirely voluntary.

I don’t think 9-11 was a just reason 
for invading Afghanistan. It was a ter-
rorist act and not done by the people of 
Afghanistan nor the Taliban. The vast 
majority of Americans accepted this as 
a war of retribution, but retribution 
was never a valid reason for going to 
war in terms of international law. It 
was reframed, but it’s essentially why 
most Americans think they are there.

I hold myself personally guilty as an 
accessory to murder in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. With air strikes, it’s not 
just the pilot who is pulling the trigger. 
Everybody has a part in making it hap-
pen. It is volunteering your energy for 
excessive force and unlawful killing of 

civilians. I’m living, so my mission now 
is to be sustainable and help promote 
transparency, accountability, and sus-
tainability. We’ve created a meat 
industry out of war. We’ve hidden the 
effects of everything that goes into our 
way of life. Everything in our society 
runs on oil and precious metals. People 
need to know that the way they live has 
a much longer and deeper impact than 
what they see. With drones, our citi-
zens don’t have to physically come into 
contact with the people we are killing 
anymore, just like we don’t come in 
contact with the animals we eat in our 
food. It allows us to live in illusionary 
worlds where we are deprived of the 
exposure to our own personal violent 
consequences and have very little 
incentive to improve how we interact 
with the world.

When you see tall skyscrapers in 
Mumbai and people in poverty below, 
it’s all interrelated.

The way we behave has major 
impacts on the rest of the world. If you 
really want to live a just life, you should 
try to decentralize your life and com-
munity as much as possible, bringing 
your own personal supply chain down 
to a level that can be accounted for.

We always have concentrations of 
power. GMOs are the weaponization 
of food in poor countries. I want to 
create a more comprehensive sense of 
responsibility linking drones and sus-
tainability in the public psyche–the 
furthest extent of our commitment to 
killing people who oppose us vs. creat-
ing a world where violence makes little 



18  SOCIALIST VIEWPOINT   Vol.  16, No. 6

sense. We need to create micro-grids 
and empower local levels of gover-
nance, then focus on bringing people 
out of their survivalistic patterns of 
behavior into community.

Hard power or soft power? More 
security or culture and diplomacy? The 
U.S. could try to make itself a more 
inclusive democracy and export sus-
tainability as our foreign policy. Here in 
Taos, it is the headquarters of 
Earthships. The inventor of this build-
ing style has an interesting quote that 
reminds me of the concept of human 
security called tomato security. “If we 
all have tomatoes, there’s no reason to 
steal each other’s tomatoes.” If we can 
think along those lines to the furthest 
levels of our supply chains, we can 
reduce a lot of the stress this world 
faces, which ultimately results in escala-
tions. We need to see how our everyday 
actions promote peace or promote war.

Cian continues to speak out against 
the drone wars and to educate people as 
to how those wars have been conducted 
by the United States.

—Courage to Resist, September 21, 
2016

http://couragetoresist.org/2016/09/
westmoreland/

The naive hopes of Bernie Sanders’ 
supporters—to build a grass-roots 
political movement, change the 
Democratic Party from within and 
push Hillary Clinton to the left—have 
failed. Clinton, aware that the liberal 
class and the left are not going to 
mount genuine resistance, is running 
as Mitt Romney in drag. The corporate 
elites across the political spectrum, 
Republican and Democrat, have glee-
fully united to anoint her president. All 
that remains of Sanders’ “revolution” 
is a 501(c)(4) designed to raise money, 
including from wealthy, anonymous 
donors, to ensure that he will be a 
senator for life. Great historical events 
happen twice, as Karl Marx quipped, 
first as tragedy and then as farce.

The multibillion-dollar extravagan-
za of our electoral Circus Maximus is 
part of the smokescreen that covers the 
ongoing devastation of globalization, 
deindustrialization, trade deals such as 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, endless 
war, climate change and the intrusion 
into every corner of our lives by the 
security and surveillance state. Our 
democracy is dead. Clinton and Donald 
Trump do not have the power or the 
interest to revive it. They kneel before 
the war machine, which consumes tril-
lions of dollars to wage futile wars and 
bankroll a bloated military. To defy the 
fortress state is political suicide. 
Politicians are courtiers to Wall Street. 
The candidates mouth the clichés of 
justice, improvements in income 
equality and democratic choice, but it 
is a cynical game. Once it is over, the 
victors will go to Washington to work 
with the lobbyists and financial elites to 
carry out the real business of ruling.

While there is a difference in the 
temperament of the two major presi-
dential candidates, that difference will 
play out only in how our poison will be 
delivered. Political personalities serve 
global corporate centers of power. 

They do not control them. Barack 
Obama illustrates this.

To neoliberals, everyone and every-
thing are disposable. The failed states 
that have risen up across the Middle 
East, Africa, the Caucasus and Asia in 
the wake of the Cold War herald a neo-
liberal world driven by violence, corrup-
tion, greed and desperation. The drug 
traffickers, smugglers, pirates, kidnap-
pers, jihadists, criminal gangs and mili-
tias that roam huge swaths of territory 
where central authority has vanished are 
the real faces of globalization. These 
nihilists define Islamic State just as they 
define the corporate state. Corruption 
may be more naked and cruder in 
Afghanistan or Iraq, but it has its parallel 
in the for-sale politicians and political 
parties that dominate the United States 
and Europe. The common good—the 
building of community and solidarity—
has been replaced through decades of 
corporate indoctrination with the cal-
lous call to amass all you can for yourself 
and leave the stranger bleeding on the 
side of the road.

Comparative morality
Is the Goldman Sachs commodity 

trader who hoards futures of rice, 
wheat, corn, sugar and livestock to jack 
up prices on the global market, leaving 
poor people in Africa, Asia, the Middle 
East and Latin America to starve, any 
less morally repugnant than the drug 
trafficker? Are F-16 pilots who inciner-
ate families in Raqqa morally distinct 
from jihadists who burn a captured 
Jordanian pilot in a cage? Is torture in 
one of our black sites or offshore penal 
colonies any less barbaric than torture 
at the hands of Islamic State? Are the 
decapitations of children by military 
drones any more defensible than 
decapitations of Egyptian laborers on a 
beach in Libya by self-described holy 
warriors? Is Heather Bresch, the CEO 
of Mylan, who raised the price of the 

Fooled Again
By Chris Hedges
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lifesaving EpiPen by 400 percent or 
more and whose compensation since 
2007 has risen by 600 percent to above 
$18 million a year, any less venal than a 
human trafficker who sends an over-
loaded boat and its occupants to their 
doom on the coast of Libya?

There is a new world order. It is 
based on naked exploitation. It—not 
democracy—is what we have exported 
across the globe. And it looks a lot like 
the anarchic state that Hobbes feared. 
The criminal gangs that deliver 
migrants to Europe make about 
$100-million-a-month for their work. 
They exploit and traffic human beings 
just as highly paid CEOs do.

The failed states of Iraq, Syria and 
Libya, a direct result of globalization, 
have their counterparts in Detroit, St. 
Louis, Oakland, Memphis, Baltimore, 
Atlanta, Milwaukee and the south side 
of Chicago. They are our versions of 
Mogadishu, complete with lawlessness, 
senseless killings, armed gangs, wide-
spread hunger, fear, a population 
retreating into the numbing embrace 
of opiates, crippling poverty, dysfunc-
tional state institutions, the growth of 
private security companies that protect 
the elites, and indiscriminate police 
violence that creates reigns of terror 
aimed at the poor.

The more the global corporate forces 
extract from us, in the name of austerity 
and the maximization of profit, the 
more parts of the U.S. will descend into 
domestic versions of the failed states 
overseas. The same system exists here 
and abroad. And it has the same result 
here and abroad. It may appear first in 
Somalia, Mali, Guinea-Bissau and 
Libya, but it will soon come to charac-
terize much of America. The prolifera-
tion of weapons will do to our society 
what it has done to every other failed 
state where there has been unchecked 
access to arsenals—hand power to those 
with a penchant for violence.

“Anyone who wants to rule men 
first tries to humiliate them, to trick 

them out of their rights and their 
capacity for resistance, until they are as 
powerless before him as animals,” Elias 
Canetti wrote in “Crowds and Power.” 
“He uses them like animals and, even if 
he does not tell them so, in himself he 
always knows quite clearly that they 
mean just as little to him; when he 
speaks to his intimates he will call them 
sheep or cattle. His ultimate aim is to 
incorporate them into himself and to 
suck the substance out of them. What 
remains of them afterwards does not 

matter to him. The worse he has treat-
ed them, the more he despises them. 
When they are no more use at all, he 
disposes of them as he does of his 
excrement, simply seeing to it that they 
do not poison the air of his house.”

Where it ends
History has amply demonstrated 

where this will end up. The continued 
exploitation by an unchecked elite, and 
the rising levels of poverty and insecu-
rity, will unleash a legitimate rage 
among the desperate. They will see 
through the lies and propaganda of the 
elites. They will demand retribution. 
They will turn to those who express the 
hatred they feel for the powerful and 
the institutions, now shams, that were 
designed to give them a voice. They 
will seek not reform but destruction of 
a system that has betrayed them.

Failed states—czarist Russia, the 
Weimar Republic and the former 
Yugoslavia—vomit up political mon-
strosities. We will be no different.

A form of fascism has already taken 
hold in two nations on the edges of the 
European Union, Hungary and Poland. 
Far-right parties, reacting to the flood 
of more than one million migrants that 
descended on Europe last year, are 
gaining ground in France, Austria, 
Sweden, Germany and Greece. 
Nationalism, buttressed by a deification 
of the military, will be used to compen-
sate for individual powerlessness and a 
loss of national identity. Dissent in the 
U.S. will become “anti-American,” a 
form of treason. Enemies at home will 
be vilified along with enemies abroad. 
And this will lead to even more warfare 
in the Middle East. The far-right politi-
cal parties in Eastern Europe flirt rhe-
torically with military conflict with 
Russia. And because of its membership 
in NATO, the United States would be 
obligated to enter any hostilities.

Voting for Hillary Clinton will not 
halt this slide into the apocalypse. It 
will only accelerate it. Donald Trump 
may vanish from the political land-
scape, but someone even more venal, 
and probably more intelligent, will take 
his place.

Our job is to dismantle the machin-
ery that is pushing toward the cliff. And 
this means sustained and massive civil 
disobedience. It means—as exemplified 
by the protests at the Standing Rock 
Sioux Reservation and by prisoners 
across the nation who carried out work 
stoppages last Friday—doing every-
thing possible not to cooperate with the 
elements of authority. It means dis-
rupting the mechanisms of power. It 
means overcoming fear. It means no 
longer believing the lies we are told.

—OpEd News, September 11, 2016

http://www.opednews.com/articles/
Foo l ed-Aga in-by-Chr i s -Hedge s -
Corruption_Dictator-Dictatorships_
Politicians_Wars-160911-258.html
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Lawsuits filed by Latin American 
banana plantation workers have been 
upheld despite being dismissed by a 
number of other courts. The workers 
claim that they were exposed to harm-
ful chemicals while working on the 
plantations.

The lawsuits, which were filed by 
hundreds of plantation workers, target 
major corporations like Chiquita, Dow 
Chemicals and Dole Foods. The farm-
ers allege that they were exposed 
to dibromochloropropane (DBCP) on 
the job and were not given any protec-
tion. DBCP is banned in the United 
States for causing cancer and sterility.

 A report1 from the Louisiana Record 
details the allegations: 

“The plaintiffs allege the vapors 
and chemicals would become trapped 
under the canopy of banana leaves 
and they would become trapped in its 
fumes, exposing them to the chemical 
and cutting off their ventilation.

“Because of the exposure to 
DBCP, the banana farmers are claim-
ing that they have suffered from 

infertility, cancer and problems with 
their renal systems and sperm.”

A case recently dismissed by a 
Delaware court was revived by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 
in an 11-0 decision. This battle is just a 
small part of a much wider struggle that 
has been going on since the late 70s.

Most domestic uses of DBCP were 
banned in 1977, but despite strong 
warnings about its health impact, Dole 
continued to use the chemical. Dole 
even threatened to sue Dow Chemical if 
it stopped sending shipments of DBCP 
to its banana plantations in Latin 
America. In 1983, six of the Occidental 
plant workers won a $4.9 million judg-
ment against Dow, which paved the 
way for the EPA to ban all uses of the 
substance in the United States.

After a Texas court ruled that for-
eign locations could become part of 
such lawsuits in 1990, one thousand 
Costa Rican plantation workers filed 
suit against Standard Fruit, which is 
now Dole. The corporation agreed to 
pay $20 million, but after legal fees the 

workers weren’t left with much money. 
Small payments were also ultimately 
received after a class action lawsuit in 
1993 that was filed by over 16,000 
plantation workers against several fruit 
and chemical companies, includ-
ing Dole, Chiquita and Del Monte.

The Nicaraguan Nemagon move-
ment, which sought justice for the 
impacted workers, began in the early 
’90s and targeted the fruit and chemi-
cal companies. In 2002, after a legal 
battle led by the attorneys who worked 
on Erin Brockovich’s landmark toxici-
ty suit, Nicaragua’s Supreme Court 
ordered Dow Chemical Co., Shell 
Chemical Co. and Dole Food Co. to 
pay nearly $500 million in compensa-
tion to 583 Nicaraguan banana work-
ers. Not only did the companies refuse 
to participate in the trial, Dow called 
the judgment “unenforceable” because 
the trial didn’t take place in a U.S. 
court. Dow also pointed at the previ-
ous claim of law 364 being unconstitu-
tional. One year later, a Los Angeles 
judge ruled that the decision couldn’t 
be enforced because the companies 
weren’t legally notified.

In 2009, Fredrik Gertten directed a 
documentary on the legal fight between 
Dole and Nicaraguan banana planta-
tion workers called Bananas!2

—AlterNet, October 12, 2016

http://www.alternet.org/labor/latin-
american-banana-workers-who-say-
american-corporations-knowingly-
exposed-them-hazardous

1 h t t p : / / l o u i s i a n a r e c o r d . c o m /
stories/511017263-banana-workers-fight-for-
right-to-appear-in-court-after-alleged-chemical-
exposure

2 h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=3VYPQ6jJKWY

Banana Workers Fight Dole and Chiquita
Banana workers are pushing hard for justice after knowingly being exposed to hazardous chemicals by Dole 

Foods and Chiquita
By Michael Arria

International
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Anti-Imperialism and the Syrian Revolution
By Ashley Smith

The Syrian Revolution has tested 
the left internationally by posing a 
blunt question: Which side are you on? 
Do you support the popular struggle 
against dictatorship and for democra-
cy? Or are you with Bashar al-Assad’s 
brutal regime, his imperial backer 
Russia, his regional ally Iran and Iran’s 
proxies like Hezbollah from Lebanon?

Tragically, too many have failed this 
test.

From the very beginning of Syria’s 
revolution—even before the rise of the 
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 
and al-Qaeda’s Nusra Front some years 
later—a whole section of the left 
opposed the popular uprising against 
the Assad dictatorship that began in 
early 2011, part of the Arab Spring 
wave of popular rebellions against dic-
tatorship and repression.

Since then, they have turned a blind 
eye to Assad’s massacre of some 
400,000 Syrians, and his regime’s use of 
barrel bombs, chemical weapons and 
barbaric sieges of cities like Aleppo. 
Today, 11 million people—half the 
country’s population—have been dis-
placed, with the Assad regime respon-
sible for the lion’s share of the death 
and destruction.

The U.S. has been seeking a resolu-
tion that might push Assad aside, but 
that above all maintains his regime in 
power, preferably with representation 
from reliable pro-Washington figures 
associated with the uprising.

Barack Obama came under pressure 
to intervene militarily in Syria after the 
regime carried out a chemical weapons 
attack in a suburb of Damascus in 
2013, but he backed a Russian-brokered 
resolution that protected Assad.

His administration has hoped to use 
figures on the rebel side to provide a new 
face for Syria’s dictatorship. But Assad 
held on—thanks in no small measure to 
the fact that the U.S., while accepting 
some supplying of the rebels, denied 
these forces the heavy weaponry they 
pleaded for to stop the regime’s assault.

The result today is that the Obama 
administration has struck a de facto 
alliance with Russia to wage the war on 
ISIS, with the acknowledged conse-
quence that even the Syrian regime’s 
hated figurehead will likely stay in 
place, while those who rose up for 
democracy and justice continue to bear 
the brunt of the violence.

Even in the early stages of the Syrian 
uprising, when it was plainly following 
the inspiration of the popular revolts in 
Tunisia and Egypt, Stalinist groups like 
the Workers World Party, Party for 
Socialism and Liberation, and Freedom 
Road Socialist Organization never 
wavered in their support for the Assad 
regime. They have always preached 

uncritical support for opponents (per-
ceived or real) of the U.S. government, no 
matter how oppressive and reactionary.

But they weren’t alone. Prominent 
figures on the broader left adopted a 
similar position.

Solidarity with dictatorship?
Important antiwar formations like 

Britain’s Stop the War Coalition have 
adapted to Assad supporters, giving a 
platform to allies of the dictatorship, 
while denying the same to supporters 
of the revolution. For example, Stop 
the War toured regime apologist 
Mother Superior Agnès Mariam de la 
Croix, despite an open letter protesting 
this decision signed by dozens of Syria 
solidarity activists.

In the U.S., the small antiwar for-
mation United National Antiwar 
Coalition (UNAC) staged a demon-
stration that included people carrying 
the flag of Assad’s regime—some even 
wore T-shirts emblazoned with the 
dictator’s face.

INTERNATIONAL
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The American Communist Party’s 
U.S. Peace Council went so far as to 
send a delegation that met with Assad 
and his henchmen. They justified their 
sympathy with Assad by claiming that 
he was resisting U.S. imperialism’s 
backing of Islamic fundamentalist forc-
es to carry out regime change in Syria.

“Most of Syrian society [has] uni-
fied behind the state to protect a secu-
lar Syria against the divided and sectar-
ian result the U.S. and its nefarious 
allies have been working and killing to 
generate,” wrote Henry Lowendorf 
about his visit with Assad in a post that 
circulated on the United for Peace and 
Justice e-mail list. “Syria has what is 
apparently a national unity govern-
ment, focused during the crisis on 
fighting off the vicious mercenaries of 
most powerful country in the world 
and its allies.”

This is a complete distortion of real-
ity that is used to justify standing on 
the side of dictatorship, counterrevolu-
tion and imperialist intervention. The 
pro-Assadists are discrediting the left 
in the eyes of Syrians who have fought 
heroically on the side of the revolution.

A genuine internationalist left must 
stand with Syria’s popular resistance to 
Assad, which began as a nonviolent 
uprising against the dictatorship—and 
against intervention by American and 
Russian imperialism, as well as by the 
region’s main powers.

How could opponents of U.S. impe-
rialism end up supporting a dictator—
one who has been known to collabo-
rate with the U.S. in torturing “war-
on-terror” prisoners in the CIA’s 
extraordinary rendition program.

Why?
The answer starts with the Stalinist 

left’s support of Joseph Stalin’s Russia 
and Mao Zedong’s China during the 
Cold War era. It supported those state 
capitalist dictatorships not only as 
opponents of U.S. imperialism, but as 
positive models of socialism.

Thus, some of the same currents 
that today support Assad, yesterday 
defended murderous repression of 
workers’ rebellions and even imperial-
ist invasions in the past.

They stood with Russia’s crushing 
of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, 
Czechoslovakia’s Prague Spring in 
1968 and Poland’s Solidarity in 1981. 
They supported Mao’s China when the 
regime wrecked workers and peasants’ 
lives through the Great Leap Forward 
and oppressed Tibetans in a decades-
long occupation. They defended 
regimes like Robert Mugabe’s 
Zimbabwe as anti-imperialist, despite 
his relentless crackdown on all dissent.

Even today, when all the world’s 
states are obviously capitalist, these 
leftists support oppressive regimes as 
“anti-imperialist” so long as they 
oppose the U.S. in some form. Under 
the faulty logic that “my enemy’s 
enemy is my friend,” popular struggles 
for democracy are denounced as the 
work of American imperialism if they 
protest the wrong regime.

This attitude, referred to as “camp-
ism,” has distorted much of the left’s 
response to popular uprisings in the 
Middle East. For example, Iran’s “green 
movement” was dismissed as a cre-
ation of the U.S. drive to overthrow 

former President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad.

As a consequence of this flawed 
underlying approach, the campist left 
reacted to the Arab Spring in a com-
pletely incoherent fashion.

Response to the Arab Spring
Everyone on the left supported the 

Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions of 
early 2011 because these countries were 
considered U.S. allies. But the campists 
opposed pro-democracy uprisings in 
Libya and Syria, even though these revolts 
were driven by the same economic and 
political grievances—and clearly inspired 
by the revolts in Tunisia and Egypt.

Why? Because the dictatorships that 
masses of people were rebelling against 
could be depicted as “anti-imperialist” 
opponents of the U.S.

In reality, both the Libyan and 
Syrian regimes had been “frenemies” 
of Western imperialism—sometimes 
collaborating with and at other times 
dissenting from the designs of the U.S. 
government and its European allies. 
And both regimes were happy to work 
with Russian and Chinese imperialism. 
In no way can they be accurately cate-
gorized as “anti-imperialist.”

Libya’s Muammar el-Qaddafi curried 
favor with Europe by acting as a border 
patrol for the EU, stopping North 
Africans from crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea and imprisoning large numbers of 
them in his country’s gulag.

As for Assad in Syria, his dictator 
father joined the first “coalition of 
nations” for the U.S.-led Gulf War 
against Saddam Hussein’s Iraq in 1991. 
Bashar al-Assad got his chance to col-
laborate with a Bush during the “war 
on terror” years after 2001, when pris-
oners of war were smuggled into Syrian 
jails to be tortured for information and 
then returned to U.S. custody.

At one point, then-Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton went so far as to call Assad 
a “reformer” worthy of engagement.

Rather than look to 
imperialist powers 

or dictatorial 
regimes in either 

camp, the left 
should stand for 
workers’ struggle 

across borders and 
in defense of 

oppressed nations 
and their fight for 

self-determination.
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The campist left’s attitude is based, 
to at least some degree, on a misread-
ing of the structure of today’s world 
order and America’s position in it. 
They presume that there is only one 
imperialist power in the world—the 
U.S.—and that it is an all-powerful 
manipulator of international events.

The dominant imperialist power
The U.S. does remain the world’s 

dominant imperialist power, but as a 
result of its failed war in Iraq and other 
factors, it has suffered a relative decline 
in strength. Washington is now chal-
lenged internationally by imperialist 
rivals like China and Russia, as well as 
regional powers. In this new imperial 
order, the U.S. is less capable of con-
trolling world events—it fears popular 
revolt all the more.

The campist misreadings, however, 
have led them to the conclusion that the 
U.S. government is pulling the strings in 
the rebellion in Syria. Some have gone 
so far as to argue—absurdly—that the 
U.S. backs ISIS against Assad. Ironically, 
this puts the campists in agreement with 
Donald Trump, who, in his latest rav-
ings, claims that Obama and Clinton 
were “founders” of ISIS.

Leaving everything else aside, such 
arguments display an arrogant dismiss-
al—not unlike defenders of imperial-
ism—of the capacity of exploited and 
oppressed people to fight for liberation. 
Instead, we get a classic Orientalist 
trope: Western imperialism manipulat-
ing the ignorant and reactionary local 
tribes for its own purposes.

In reality, the U.S. retreated in general 
from outright regime change as its strat-
egy in the Middle East after the failure of 
its invasion and occupation of Iraq. The 
main priority behind the alternative 
direction for U.S. imperialism pursued 
by Barack Obama is that the U.S. should 
avoid destabilizing regimes for fear of the 
chaos that ensues in the aftermath.

Thus, the voices of the campist left 
are stuck in the past, trying to find the 

evidence to expose a strategy of regime 
change that the U.S. has abandoned.

The rebranding of U.S. imperialism 
under Obama left its mark on 
Washington’s response to the Arab Spring.

The first instinct was to rally to the 
defense of the old regime—as Hosni 
Mubarak’s police were killing protest-
ers; Secretary of State Clinton praised 
the government for “demonstrating 
restraint.” But when that became 
untenable, Washington pressed for a 
policy of orderly transition, sacrificing 
dictators in order to save the existing 
state apparatus.

After the first tide of the revolt 
receded, the U.S. was all too happy to 
support the reassertion of the old 
order—as when Washington’s ally 
Saudi Arabia sent troops to crush an 
uprising in Bahrain. And now, after the 
rise of ISIS, chiefly as a consequence of 
the disastrous occupation of Iraq, the 
U.S. is solely and obsessively focused 
on defeating this counterrevolutionary 
force in Iraq and Syria.

Regime change?
In Syria, however, Washington’s 

goal is obvious, and has been for some 
time: It doesn’t want regime change. 
Perhaps the hated figurehead of Assad 
will be pushed aside, but U.S. policy 
from the beginning has been to pre-
serve the core of Assad’s state.

Why? Above all, the U.S. fears an 
unpredictable outcome, whether as a 
result of the advance of the Nusra 
Front or ISIS—but especially in the 
form of a popular revolution.

Anyone who doubts the popular 
nature of the Syrian Revolution should 
read Robin Yassin-Kassab and Leila al-

Shami’s stirring account of it in their 
book Burning Country—or for a short-
er online description, Mark Boothroyd’s 
article “Self Organization in the Syrian 
Revolution.” This is a struggle from 
below that imperialism has always 
feared the most.

In its initial stages, the uprising in 
Syria had a nonviolent and mass char-
acter, but the savage repression and 
violence carried out by the regime 
militarized the conflict. The U.S. 
blocked the shipment of heavy weap-
onry, such as anti-aircraft systems, that 
would have strengthened secular and 
democratic forces that have borne the 
brunt of the Assad regime’s terror.

The net effect of U.S. policy was to 
assist in the marginalization of anti-
Assad forces committed to the demo-
cratic goals of the uprising from its begin-
ning—and to provide an opening for the 
predominance of reactionary jihadist 
military forces like Nusra or ISIS.

Perversely, Assad himself sought to 
cultivate these fundamentalist currents 
by releasing hundreds of jihadists from 
prison while jailing and torturing the 
leaders of the popular uprising. Assad 
rightly understood that the reactionar-
ies could be used to crowd out the 
popular forces’ uprising and would be 
an easier opponent to defeat.

Goals
Today, Washington’s goals are to 

wipe out ISIS and to secure a negotiat-
ed settlement in Syria that preserves 
the regime, if not Assad himself. In 
America’s camp, regional powers like 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey have 
tried to push the envelope even fur-
ther, backing various jihadist forces to 
strengthen their position in the region 
and weaken their opponents, from 
Assad to Iran, as well as challengers 
from below such as the Kurds.

On the other side of the interna-
tional geopolitical rivalry, Russia—
profoundly weakened since its defeat 
in the Cold War a quarter century 

U.S. policy from the 
beginning has been 
to preserve the core 

of Assad’s state.
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ago—is reasserting its imperial power 
through its all-out support for the 
Assad regime in Syria.

Russia wants to secure its position 
as a power broker in the region, push 
back against the U.S. and maintain a 
base in Syria. For its part, the Iranian 
government wants to stop Assad from 
being toppled for fear of losing a valu-
able ally in the region. And Assad is 
eager to manipulate all of the above to 
preserve his dictatorship.

While each of these players has dif-
ferent interests, they overlap in ways 
that confound the campist left’s flawed 
analysis.

For example, the U.S., Russia and 
Assad are in a de facto collaboration in the 
war against ISIS. Thus, Obama’s Secretary 
of State John Kerry is pursuing a coopera-
tion pact with Russia that would cement a 
counterrevolutionary peace based on pre-
serving the existing state.

However, Russian and Iranian inter-
vention in Syria has been successful 
enough that Assad may be able to block 
demands for a transition that sidelines 
him. With at least a section of the U.S. 
foreign policy establishment willing to 
support a resolution that leaves Assad 
intact, it’s quite plausible that 
Washington could bless such an out-
come, creating yet another awkward 
point of agreement between campists 
and the U.S. imperialists they deplore.

Democrats, Republicans and 
Greens

Unfortunately campism has shaped 
the viewpoint of whole sections of the 
left—even parts that are far removed 
from the Stalinism of the Workers 
World Party. It has, for example, 
informed the attitudes of Green Party 
presidential candidate Jill Stein and 
especially her vice presidential running 
mate Ajamu Baraka.

Stein rightly opposes U.S. interven-
tion in Syria, but has made little to no 
criticism of Assad and his war on the 
Syrian people. Even worse, Baraka 

openly supports the Assad regime. 
Both have appeared on Russia’s state-
sponsored, English-language RT televi-
sion network to speak in opposition to 
U.S. war crimes, while remaining silent 
about Putin’s and Assad’s atrocities.

Many Syrian revolutionaries and 
solidarity activists are rightly furious 
about this stance from the major left-
wing alternative in Election 2016. Stein 
and Baraka each have proud records of 
standing against exploitation, oppres-
sion, racism and war, and their cam-
paign is, in almost every other respect, 
a principled challenge to the two par-
ties of capital and militarism—the 
Democrats and Republicans. But anti-
imperialists must not stay silent about 
this awful exception.

Certainly, the candidates of the two 
capitalist parties have no alternative on 
Syria, let alone any other question.

Donald Trump is a racist bigot who 
wants to bar Muslims from the U.S. 
and supports Assad’s regime as a lesser 
evil to ISIS.

But Hillary Clinton is no ally of the 
Syrian people. She calls for the U.S. to 
enforce a no-fly zone in Syria, and some 
of her advisers support air strikes against 
the Assad regime for the stated aim of 
stopping attacks on civilians. But Clinton 
certainly does not support the original 
aspirations of the Syrian Revolution.

At most, Clinton supports another 
strategy to achieve the same aim her 

former boss, Barack Obama, advo-
cates: a negotiated solution that pre-
serves the core of the Syrian state, 
preferably with Assad out of power, 
but possibly with him remaining.

Solidarity tasks
No one committed to solidarity 

with the Syrian struggle can align 
themselves with either wing of the U.S. 
imperial establishment. Instead, the 
left must reject imperialism in any 
form, including Russia’s.

Rather than look to imperialist 
powers or dictatorial regimes in either 
camp, the left should stand for work-
ers’ struggle across borders and in 
defense of oppressed nations and their 
fight for self-determination.

In Syria, the revolution has suffered 
a defeat for the time being. While civil 
society activists continue to seize every 
opportunity to assert their goals, their 
forces have been ravaged by counter-
revolution—in the form of the Syria 
regime and its international allies on 
the one hand, and the Nusra Front and 
ISIS, which was particularly eager from 
the start to target the rebels—then 
regime forces, on the other.

But as Gilbert Achcar argues in his 
book Morbid Symptoms: Relapse in the 
Arab Uprising, this setback, however 
devastating, comes amid a long period 
of revolutionary crisis in Syria and the 
whole region.

The task of the international left 
today is to oppose intervention by any 
of the imperialist and regional powers, 
reject the tyranny of the Assad regime 
itself, demand the opening of the bor-
ders to those fleeing the violence and 
chaos, collaborate with Syrian revolu-
tionaries—and win people away from 
campism to the politics of interna-
tional solidarity from below.

—Counter Punch, August 26, 2016

h t t p : / / w w w . c o u n t e r p u n c h .
org/2016/08/26/anti-imperialism-and-
the-syrian-revolution/

Above all, the U.S. 
fears an unpredict-

able outcome, 
whether as a result 

of the advance of the 
Nusra Front or 

ISIS—but especially 
in the form of a  

popular revolution
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U.S. Escalates Involvement in Yemen
The missile attacks on a U.S. navy ship might serve the role the Gulf of Tonkin incident did in providing justification 

for U.S. war in Vietnam.

Sharmini Peries of The Real News Network interviews Souciant.com’s Associate Editor, Zenab Ahmed

October 14, 2016—Sharmini 
Peries: Welcome back to The Real 
News Network, I’m Sharmini Peries 
coming to you from Baltimore.

The U.S. Navy attacked three 
Yemeni radar installations on 
Wednesday night. This was the first 
time that the U.S. became directly 
involved in striking Yemeni Houthis 
since the war began. Now, according to 
the UN there have been about 10,000 
Yemenis killed and this war has created 
a humanitarian crisis by displacing 2.5 
million people. The Yemeni radar 
installations were completely destroyed 
and it is, at this point, unclear whether 
there are any civilian casualties. Now, 
President Obama had authorized the 
strike in response to two missiles that 
had been fired at two of the U.S. battle 
ships in the strait between Yemen and 
the Horn of Africa. Neither one of 
those missiles caused any damage to 
the U.S. warships but the U.S. never-
theless retaliated by taking out the 
radar installations.

Now joining us from London to 
take a closer look at the incident is 
Zenab Ahmed. Zenab is an associate 
editor of Souciant.com and also a Ph.D. 
student at SOAS (School of Oriental 
and African Studies) at the University 
of London. Thanks so much for join-
ing us, Zenab.

Bilal Zenab Ahmed: Nice to be here.

Sharmini Peries: Bilal, just a few 
days ago before these incidences relat-
ed to the radar installations and the 
attacks on the ships—there was inter-
national condemnation and outrage 
for the Saudi airstrikes that hit a funer-
al procession in the country’s capital of 
Sana’a killing about 140 mourners and 
wounding several hundred, up to 600 
people who were attending the funeral. 

But no one actually talks about why 
this funeral procession was attacked so 
let’s begin there. Explain to us why the 
Saudis attacked the funeral.

Bilal Zenab Ahmed: So you’re refer-
ring to a coalition airstrike on a funeral 
that happened on October the 8th in 
Sana’a. That funeral was bombed as 
part of a larger operation against what 
were supposed to be military targets—
at least claimed to be military targets—
of course, the fact that it was clearly a 
funeral and the fact that it was such a 
large crowd at the funeral means that 
this explanation is a little suspect. The 
attack killed at least 100 people and 
wounded more than 500 other people. 
Many of whom were children. There 
were military personnel and civilian 
officials, involved with the war effort, at 
the ceremony but it’s pretty clear that 
the Saudi Air Force knew that there 
were several hundred civilians there. 
Which does raise serious questions 
about humanitarian rights, humanitar-
ian law and about war crimes when it 
comes to the air strikes the coalition’s 
taking out against the country.

Sharmini Peries: Now, this incident 
with the U.S. attacking the radar instal-
lations is the first time that the U.S. has 
been directly involved. Until now, one 
could say that it was Saudi-led, U.S.-
backed, as the U.S. provided so-called 
technical support and refueling mis-
sions and so forth. At least that is what 
we are being told officially. Now, this 
changes the intensity and it escalates 
the war. What consequences will this 
action have?

Bilal Zenab Ahmed: It looks like 
what’s going to happen is what is actu-
ally contained in the Houthi denials of 
their part of this altercation. What the 
Houthis are saying is that it was an 

excuse in order to escalate American 
involvement in the country. Which has, 
so far, like you said, been mainly in a 
supportive role to reinforce Saudi opera-
tions. It remains to be seen whether or 
not the Houthis are correct when they 
say that they weren’t involved in the 
strikes against the United States Navy. 
However, they’re not wrong when they 
note that this is the excuse that the 
United States needs in order to become 
more directly involved in the conflict. 
That’s something that has been explored 
by the Pentagon for quite some time. But 
something like this needed to happen to 
offer the public justification for launch-
ing more intense operations in the coun-
try. And more intense operations that 
directly targeted Houthis as well.

Its worth knowing, again, that the 
United States has been involved in 
bombing large sections of Yemen when 
it comes to other forces involved in the 
conflict, such as Al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula and the limited fac-
tions of Islamic State that do exist in 
the country. But those are mainly in 
the southern regions and those have 
mainly occurred through drone strikes. 
Now, you’re looking at much wider 
involvement in the northern ends of 
the country where the Houthis are 
involved. That’s where the Saudi coali-
tion has taken the lead.

Sharmini Peries: Now, earlier this 
year the UN Security Council issued a 
report saying that the War in Yemen is 
one of the greatest humanitarian crises 
in the world today—up to 80 percent 
of the Yemenis are said to have been in 
need of some sort of international aid 
because of the displacement the war 
has caused them. What are the pros-
pects of now achieving any cease-fire 
or eventually peace in this conflict?
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Bilal Zenab Ahmed: I don’t think 
you’re going to be able to look at a 
cease-fire that leaves Yemen as one 
country. That’s the thing. I think you’re 
looking at a cease-fire that could easily 
turn Yemen into two or three different 
countries with various spheres of own-
ership and a larger foreign influence 
involved. I don’t think you’re going to 
be able to see a durable peace settle-
ment in the country, any time soon, 
though. Something else worth remem-
bering is that peace settlements require 
quite a bit of international pressure, in 
addition to domestic pressure. And the 
international pressure for a compre-
hensive peace settlement in Yemen 
doesn’t exist in the same degree as it 
does in other countries such as Libya 
or Syria. And it still hasn’t worked in 
Libya or Syria. So the idea that a peace 
settlement is on the way in Yemen is a 
bit fanciful.

Sharmini Peries: Zenab, this sounds 
like another error. Give us a sense of 
what this means in terms of historical 
involvement of the U.S. in other wars.

Bilal Zenab Ahmed: Well it does 
actually sound very similar to the Gulf 
of Tonkin Incident—in that it involves 
a naval cruiser that was stationed in an 
enemy or directly adjacent to enemy 
waters that then reports of it being 
attacked and then that attack becomes 
the justification for further escalation 
and for direct American involvement 
in that conflict. So the Gulf of Tonkin 
led to the direct American involvement 
in the Vietnam War. And this could 
lead to direct American involvement in 
the Yemeni Civil War. But of course its 
worth noting that later on, decades 
later—when you look at declassified 
military documents and declassified 
intelligence documents—it turns out 
that many of the claims about the Gulf 

of Tonkin Incident were actually either 
fabricated or willfully distorted. The 
reason they were done that way was 
because the United States wanted to get 
involved and because the Pentagon was 
pressuring to get involved and because 
the Johnson Administration wanted to 
get involved and they just needed the 
reason to do it. When it comes to 
Yemen, especially given the humani-
tarian problems that are resulting from 
this war and the strain that its putting 
on Saudi Arabia in addition to the 
American allies in the Persian Gulf and 
the fact that the United States needs to 
get other conflicts in check as well, the 
Americans probably do want to simply 
go in and finish the job or have some 
indication that they can do that if the 
White House and the Pentagon, or the 
U.S. Navy or whoever, is just allowed 
to enter the country more directly.

Sharmini Peries: Zenab, thank you 
so much for joining us today.

Bilal Zenab Ahmed: No problem.

Sharmini Peries: And thank you 
for joining us on The Real News 
Network.

—The Real News Network, October 
14, 2016

http://therealnews.com/t2/index.
php?option=com_content&task=view
&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=17437
#newsletter1
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Murder in the Philippines
Activists around the world protest state-sanctioned murder of more than 3,000 people who use drugs in the 

Philippines
By Hannah Hetzer

On October 11th, dozens of activists 
gathered in front of the Philippines 
Consulate in New York to protest the 
recent brutal murders of people sus-
pected to be involved in drug use or 
selling in the Philippines, and listened 
in silence as a long list of names of 
those who have been killed was read 
out. The names represent individual 
lost lives, and they are only a fraction 
of those who have been killed to date in 
President Duterte’s bloody war.

Upon assuming presidency of the 
Philippines in May, Rodrigo Duterte 
made a public call for police and citi-
zens alike to execute people who use or 
sell drugs, telling Filipinos to “feel free 
to call us, the police, or do it yourself if 
you have the gun,” and pledged to pro-
tect the killers from prosecution. 
Recently, President Duterte compared 
himself to Hitler, vowing to kill mil-
lions of drug users. Since making these 
harrowing calls to action, over 3,600 
people suspected to be involved with 
drugs have been murdered. A fur-
ther 700,000 people who use drugs 
have turned themselves in to authori-
ties—undoubtedly out of fear for their 
lives—and who will now face time in 
overcrowded prisons and likely be sub-
jected to inhumane and involuntary 
drug treatment programs.

The protest in New York was part of 
a Global Week of Action to Stop the 
Killings in the Philippines. This week, 

in events taking place in cities across 
the world, activists are gathering to 
express their grief and outrage, and are 
presenting a letter to their local Filipino 
embassies and consulates. The letter, 
written by the Asian Network of People 
who Use Drugs and the International 
Network of People who Use Drugs 
implores President Duterte “to imme-
diately call for an end to the extrajudi-
cial murder of people who use drugs 
and instead focus on internationally 
accepted, evidence-based interventions 
and policies that place the reduction of 
harm and the wellbeing of the commu-
nity front and center.”

In August, in response to a joint let-
ter released by more than 300 interna-
tional organizations calling on the 
United Nations drug control agencies to 
break their silence on the killings in the 
Philippines, the United Nations released 
a statement saying that the murders 
“constitute a serious breach of the legal 
obligations to which the Philippines is 
held by the three UN drug control con-
ventions and by the corpus of interna-

tional legal instruments to which the 
country has adhered.”

We are also urging the United States to 
condemn these unlawful executions and 
to cut off security assistance to the Duterte 
administration. The Leahy Vetting 
Process requires that the State Department 
withhold assistance to foreign security 
forces if recipients are found to have 
committed gross human rights abuses. It 
is unconscionable for the U.S. to provide 
assistance to the Duterte administration 
while the state-sanctioned killings of peo-
ple involved with drugs continue.

The heinous and fatal targeting of 
people who use or sell drugs in the 
Philippines is unprecedented. If 
President Duterte ignores international 
demands to stop the massacres, it will 
be time for the International Criminal 
Court to open an examination into the 
extrajudicial killings in the Philippines 
as crimes against humanity.

—AlterNet, October 13, 2016

http://www.alternet.org/drugs/state-
sanctioned-murder-drug-users-phillipines
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In the past 50 years, the lives of 
Indigenous people in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon have been completely trans-
formed. Since the arrival of Texaco in 
1964, extensive environmental damage 
wrought by the extraction of oil and 
dumping of toxic waste has devastated 
the land, water and natural resources 
on which the Indigenous tribes of these 
regions have depended for more than 
8,000 years.

Today, two of these tribes have 
ceased to exist due to the deaths of all 
their members, and others are at risk of 
being wiped out soon. In the remaining 
tribes, community members have suf-
fered extensive and irreversible health 
problems: toxic exposure has generated 
a health crisis involving cancer, birth 
defects, miscarriages and leukemia.

Texaco’s operations included drill-
ing and systematically dumping crude 
in the Amazon. During its operations 
between 1964 and 1990, it left 880 pits 
of solid waste, poured 60 billion gal-
lons of toxic water into local water 
sources and spilled 650,000 barrels of 

crude oil in the jungles and pathways. 
Perhaps the most striking feature in the 
case of Texaco is that the damage 
caused was not accidental but deliber-
ate, a result of cutting costs on safety 
regulations and environmental tech-
nologies in order to maximize profits.

This case also reflects the racism 
inherent in the history of colonialism 
and capitalism. Texaco shunned 
Indigenous communities, and their 
livelihoods and ecological resources 
were treated as the terra nullius of the 
colonial era: land seen as belonging to 
nobody and going to waste. Such beliefs, 
in turn, have provided the justification 
for corporations like Texaco to appro-
priate these resources and convert them 
into commercial goods. It was only in 
1997 that the Ecuadorian government 
recognized that there were in fact 
Indigenous tribes living in the Amazon.

In the face of the devastation of 
their lands and ecological resources, 
local communities did not quietly give 
up and abandon their ways of life. In 
1994, peasant and Indigenous commu-

nities joined together to form the 
Amazon Defense Coalition, now called 
the Union of People Affected by the Oil 
Operations of Texaco (UDAPT), in 
order to protect their environment 
from devastation. They insist that their 
campaign is not only about material 
compensation, but a quest for justice 
and defense of an entire way of life in 
harmony with natural resources. Pablo 
Fajardo, the main lawyer of UDAPT, 
emphasized, “We have to understand 
the damage is not only material. It is 
holistic, environmental, social, cultur-
al, economic and religious. It is dam-
age to people and their ecosystems.”

In 1993, peasant and Indigenous 
communities began a class-action suit 
against Texaco. Since then, the corpo-
ration has used a host of strategies to 
evade these communities’ search for 
justice, ranging from claiming that oil 
does not have a harmful impact on 
people’s health, to lobbying, court 
cases and attacks on the legal team, as 
well as the Ecuadorian legal system. 
One representative told a reporter  that 
Chevron would “fight until hell freezes 
over [...] and then we’ll fight it out on 
the ice.”

“The company only sees the eco-
nomic dimension of this. They only 
came to make money,” explained 
Humberto Piaguaje of the Siekopai 
Indigenous tribe and coordinator of 
UDAPT. “[In contrast,] justice for us is 
to live in harmony with nature, people 
and our surrounding environment.”

One strategy Texaco adopted to 
resist the campaign for justice was to 
take advantage of Ecuador’s subordi-
nated position in the world system. In 
the mid-1990s, Ecuador was in the 
throes of its worst economic crisis in 
history, characterized by economic 
contraction, soaring levels of inflation, 

Ecuador and Chevron
Ecuador’s legal battle with Chevron foreshadows global corporate coup d’état

By Kyla Sankey, Truthout
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poverty and political instability, with 
seven presidents in the course of 12 
years. Texaco took advantage of the 
scenario to attempt to evade prosecu-
tion, signing a remediation process 
with the Ecuadorian foreign minister 
who was desperate to attract foreign 
direct investment. The so-called act of 
liberation declared that no one could 
sue the company for environmental or 
social damage. In 2001, Texaco was 
absorbed by Chevron, which also took 
on all of its assets.

In 2011, following an extensive envi-
ronmental investigation and 22-year 
legal process, Ecuadorian courts found 
Chevron guilty of environmental and 
social damage in the Amazon. The 
judge ordered the company to pay $9.5 
billion in damages and issue a public 
apology; if the company failed to do so, 
the judge said, the company should pay 
the full $19 billion.

Chevron’s response was to launch a 
campaign accusing the Ecuadorian 
government of lying, meddling and 
corruption in the proceedings. It 
refused to pay the damages, pulled all 
its assets from Ecuador and stashed 
them in other countries, such as 
Canada, Brazil and Argentina. It is for 
this reason that the UDAPT has con-
tinued its quest for justice in Canada, 
visiting Toronto in September 2016 in 
order to seek enforcement of the judg-
ment. Despite the continued attempts 
of Chevron to evade responsibility, 
including an appeal to the Supreme 
Court, which was overruled, now, in a 
historic legal case, Chevron will be 
tried in a Toronto court for the envi-
ronmental, social and cultural damage 
caused in the Ecuadorian Amazon.

Chevron has tirelessly fought to 
resist justice by wielding its power in 
the global institutional architecture. In 
2006, it embarked on its most dramatic 
procedure to date, bringing Ecuador to 
the permanent court of arbitration at 
The Hague, a court set up to settle 
investment disputes by the World Bank 

under the authority of a bilateral 
investment treaty signed in 1997 
between Ecuador and the U.S. Despite 
the fact that the treaty did not even 
exist when the arbitration began, the 
process is nonetheless being applied 
retroactively, with Chevron claiming 
they did not act within the confines of 
the treaty.

The World Bank’s private tribunal 
granted itself the power to override the 
decisions of the courts in Ecuador—
supposedly a sovereign nation—and 
ruled in favor of Chevron. It ordered 
Ecuador to stop all efforts in the coun-
try to collect the $9.5 billion judgment, 
and to prevent all efforts to pursue 
Chevron in other countries where its 
assets are stashed. The court also 
ordered the Ecuadorian state to pay a 
$112 million fine to Chevron.

In contrast, for the Indigenous com-
munities there is no international court 
with the authority to sue Chevron for 
crimes against the environment and 
human rights. Despite recent progress 
in the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) showing willingness to apply its 
laws to crimes involving environmen-
tal destruction, we are still a far cry 
from a comprehensive international 
framework that would make corpora-
tions like Chevron liable for the conse-
quences of their environmentally-
based atrocities.

The coming global corporate 
coup d’état

The proceedings of this case are 
emblematic of the injustices of a sys-
tem organized to protect the profits of 

big capital and increase its leverage 
over the rights of people and the envi-
ronment as well as nation-states. In 
2008, under Ecuadorian President 
Rafael Correa, a new constitution was 
drafted through popular consultation 
with Ecuadorian citizens in the consti-
tutional assembly, which also recog-
nized the rights of nature. However, 
cases like that of Chevron reveal how 
the world institutional architecture has 
limited the possibilities for the 
Ecuadorian government to implement 
initiatives like these serving the needs 
of its people and the environment. It is 
part of the drive by corporations to 
take away the ability of a government 
to defend the public and to build social 
and political organizations that pro-
mote the common good.

The case is also representative of the 
new direction of the global institu-
tional infrastructure that has increas-
ingly taken hold in the past two 
decades. There are currently 4,000 
bilateral investment treaties in opera-
tion, and in the past decade, there has 
been an incremental growth in multi-
million-dollar lawsuits against states 
on the basis of such treaties. Between 
2000 and 2012, there were a total of 
480 claims made by investors against 
states, in comparison to just 38 in the 
previous 12 years. Of these, it is Latin 
America that concentrates the highest 
number of lawsuits, primarily as a 
result of decisions by these govern-
ments to renationalize public services 
and natural resources, impose environ-
mental regulations or uphold human 
rights claims, such as the guarantee of 
access to water, health or public ser-
vices. These treaties offer unprecedent-
ed levels of protection for private 
investment, and privilege the rights of 
investors over decisions of govern-
ments and the rights of citizens and the 
environment in their home country. 
Ecuadorian President Correa has 
denounced these treaties, arguing that 
they have handed over sovereignty 
over national decision-making to 

The so-called act of 
liberation declared 
that no one could 

sue the company for 
environmental or 

social damage.
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transnational corporations and that 
space for making public policy has 
been curtailed.

It is not just countries in the Global 
South that are at stake in this system. 
New agreements like the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP), the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) and the Trade in Services 
Agreement (TiSA) would further push 
the boundaries of this international 
architecture. The aim is to force through 
agreements to set in place rules that will 
ensure the rights of corporations over 
people, the environment and national 
governments. They allow corporations 
to override governments by imposing 
enforceable sanctions through secret 
tribunals, thereby further reinforcing 
the power inequalities between people 
and big capital. Like the case of Chevron 
in Ecuador, these tribunals can declare 
unlawful human rights and environ-
mental protections or any other law 
that impedes projected profit, subject-
ing them to fines for noncompliance. It 
defies domestic governments in estab-
lishing a system of governance in favor 
of big capital, where corporate profit 
trumps the common good.

This global institutional infrastruc-
ture represents the attempts of corpo-
rations to turn the world’s natural 
resources into commodities to be 
appropriated and destroyed at will, 
devastating human civilizations and 
ecosystems in their wake. The only 
response is sustained mobilization, 
both at home and in solidarity with 
peoples’ struggles abroad.

This article is based on talks and 
interviews given by Pablo Fajardo and 
Humberto Piaguaje in Toronto, as well 
as the documentaries Crude (2009) and 
The Empire Files: Chevron vs. the 
Amazon (2016).

—Truthout, October 14, 2016

http://www.truth-out.org/news/
item/37989-ecuador-s-legal-battle-
with-chevron-foreshadows-global-cor-
porate-coup-d-etat

Ecstatic screams and cheers broke 
out across the country as the news 
came through that Jeremy Corbyn has 
again won a decisive victory to become 
Labor leader, with an even bigger man-
date than last September. 313,209 
members voted for him, 61.8 percent 
of the vote, compared to 59.5 percent 
last year. His challenger Owen Smith, 
the “unity” candidate, got 193,229 
votes, or 38.2 percent of the vote. The 
turnout was 77.6 percent, with 506,438 
members and supporters taking part.

Corbyn won a majority over Smith 
in every category: members, registered 
supporters and trades union affiliates. 
He won the support of 59 percent of 
voting members (ten points higher 
than last year), 70 percent of registered 
supporters and 60 percent of affiliated 
supporters. This result constituted a 
ringing endorsement of Corbyn and a 
massive blow to Labor’s right wing.

The mass movement behind 
Corbyn

Let us remember that Corbyn’s victo-
ry today was in spite of a ferocious battle 
by the Establishment, inside and outside 
of the party, to unseat him. Everything 
was thrown at him in a bitter campaign. 
130,000 new members were debarred 
from voting. Tens-of-thousands were 
suspended—and even expelled—to pre-
vent them voting. Despite this, Corbyn 
increased his majority!

The right wing in the Parliamentary 
Party never accepted his first victory 
and immediately worked to overthrow 
his mandate. This campaign culmi-
nated in the right-wing coup of a few 
months ago, where 80 percent of Labor 
MPs voted for a motion of no confi-
dence in him. They moved heaven and 
hell to get rid of him. But their efforts 
have now completely blown up in 
their faces.

The vote was no real surprise given 
the pro-Corbyn feelings in the rank 
and file. In the end, Owen Smith was a 
no-hoper. This demonstrates the weak-
ness of the right wing within the Labor 
Party. They had lost control of the 
party with Corbyn’s victory, as hun-
dreds-of-thousands joined the Labor 
Party to defend and support Corbyn. 
The party has almost tripled its mem-
bership since the May 2015 general 
election.

Corbyn has certainly strengthened 
his position within the party, especially 
amongst the new members. As one 
commentator stated, he has massive 
support like no other party leader in 
history. Such a victory must not be 
squandered but used to transform the 
Labor Party into a mass, fighting social-
ist party.

Unity—on what basis?
Of course, there have been immedi-

ate calls for the right wing PLP to unite 
behind Corbyn. All the local Labor 
Party meetings next month will cer-
tainly be pressing for this. There must 
be demands that the utter disloyalty of 
the Parliamentary Labor Party (PLP) 
has to stop. It is the continual back-
stabbing by right-wing MPs, who have 
been all over the media, which has 
undermined support for the party. 
These MPs must either accept the man-
date given to Corbyn by the party or 
they must stand down.

It is clear that the right wing has suf-
fered a massive blow. They have suf-
fered a head-on car crash. Many right-
wing MPs deliberately stayed away 
from the Labor Conference, knowing 
full well that they were in for a hiding 
to nothing. They are licking their 
wounds, even talking of “unity” and 
“listening.” Stephen Kinnock, who has 
been a vociferous opponent of Corbyn, 

UK Victory for Corbyn! 
The genie is now out of the bottle

By Rob Sewell
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sent him a text message of congratula-
tions as “sweet as a razor,” to use the 
words of Dylan Thomas. A number 
will have seen how the wind is blowing 
and will now show “loyalty.” But in 
reality they will simply be biding their 
time. Some will return to the Shadow 
Cabinet. Others will refuse with a hun-
gry smile. The right wing will never 
give up its hope of turning the tables. 
Clutching their heads, they talk of a 
new organization being set up in the 
PLP—a “party within a party”—to 
guide and coordinate their actions. But 
they have had the stuffing knocked out 
of them.

The battles ahead
Of course, they have a massive 

problem: the Labor membership, 
which has decisively rejected Blairism 
and the policies of the right. They are 
very much looking for a real alterna-
tive, which they see in Jeremy Corbyn. 
It is very likely that the membership 
will continue to grow, meaning that 
the base for the right wing will contin-
ue to shrink. The boundary changes 
will open up selection conferences 
locally in which the right wing will be 
challenged. They will not be able to 
avoid this, despite pleas to Corbyn, 
who is in favor of democracy and the 
membership having its say. When this 
happens, all hell will be let loose. The 
idea that the right wing are going to 
roll over and accept this leftward shift 
is fantasy.

As the Financial Times, gritting its 
teeth, commented: “Jeremy Corbyn 
has returned as leader of Labor, tight-
ening the grip of the hard left over one 
of Britain’s oldest political parties.” 
The ruling class is alarmed at this 
advance of the left and will do whatev-
er they can to stop it.

The right wing is a Fifth Column of 
big business within Labor. They are 
careerists like their counterparts in the 
capitalist parties. They will jump ship 
when the time comes. Britain is head-
ing into unchartered waters. The 

Tories, although repackaged, are head-
ing for a bust up over the Brexit nego-
tiations. The splits in the Tory Cabinet 
can already be seen. This is simply a 
foretaste. With a new economic crisis, 
the scene will be set for a general elec-
tion showdown. At that point, the 
capitalist Establishment may call on 
the right wing in the Labor Party to 
split to prevent Corbyn coming to 
power.

Whatever the talk of “unity,” the 
divisions between the members and 
the right wing PLP are unbridgeable. 
The fight to democratize the party 
must go hand in hand with the fight for 
bold socialist policies to answer the 
crisis of capitalism.

We are in interesting times. The vic-
tory for Corbyn means that the genie is 
out of the bottle. There is no going 
back. The fight is now on to change 
society.

—In Defense of Marxism, September 
24, 2016

http://www.marxist.com/britain-vic-
tory-for-corbyn-the-genie-is-now-out-
of-the-bottle.htm
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Universal service network
We will deliver high-speed broad-

band and mobile connectivity for every 
household, company and organization 
in Britain from the inner city neigh-
borhoods to the remotest rural com-
munity. The National Investment Bank 
will fund the public sector backbone of 
this vital infrastructure project, region-
al banks will support local access coop-
eratives and Ofcom (Office of 
Communication)2 will coordinate the 
private telecoms companies’ contribu-
tion to its realization. Because ubiqui-
tous access to digital networks is now a 
prerequisite of 21st century life and 
business, we will ensure that high-
speed broadband and mobile connec-
tivity is available at the same low price 
without any data transfer cap across 
the whole country. 

 Open knowledge library
We will create a free-to-use on-line 

hub of learning resources for the 
National Education Service. The Open 
Knowledge Library will be the digital 
repository of lessons, lectures, curricu-
la and student work from Britain’s 
nurseries, schools, colleges and univer-
sities. We will require the findings of all 
state-funded research to be made avail-
able without charge to the general pub-
lic through this learning portal. In col-
laboration with the teachers’ unions 
and the NUS (National Union of 
Students), the Open Knowledge 
Library will host virtual meeting places 
for educational professionals and stu-
dents to share experiences, disseminate 
ideas and form collaborations. 

Community media freedom
We will ensure that a diversity of 

views and opinions are heard. The BBC 
(British Broadcasting Corporation) 
Charter will be updated with a commit-
ment to nurture programming from 

local and identity communities. The 
Office of Communications will protect 
network neutrality. Funding bodies will 
be encouraged to sponsor new media 
arts projects. We will reform the laws 
on intellectual property so that produc-
ers and consumers benefit.

Platform cooperatives
We will foster the cooperative own-

ership of digital platforms for distrib-
uting labor and selling services. The 
National Investment Bank and region-

al banks will finance social enterprises 
whose websites and apps are designed 
to minimize the costs of connecting 
producers with consumers in the trans-
port, accommodation, cultural, cater-
ing and other important sectors of the 
British economy. We will introduce 
new laws guaranteeing a secure 
employment contract and the inalien-
able right of trade union membership 
to everyone who earns most or some of 
their livelihood from digital platforms. 
We will apply the best practices and 
adopt the technological innovations of 
this cooperative upgrade of the sharing 
economy to improve the provision, 
delivery and utilization of public sector 
services at the local, regional and 
national levels. 

Digital citizen passport
We will develop a voluntary scheme 

that provides British citizens with a 
secure and portable identity for their 

on-line activities. The Digital Citizen 
Passport will be used when interacting 
with public services like health, wel-
fare, education and housing. It also can 
be the network intermediary with com-
mercial providers of tangible or virtual 
goods. The individual holders of a 
Digital Citizen Passport will be able to 
control who has access to their per-
sonal data and for what purposes. We 
will encourage people to share anony-
mized (make anonymous) information 
for medical, government and academic 
research. We will protect the human 
right of individual privacy with strict 
laws against the unauthorized hacking 
of Digital Citizen Passports by either 
public bodies or private individuals. 

Programming for everyone
We will encourage publicly funded 

software and hardware to be released 
under an Open Source. Where possible, 
government agencies will upgrade their 
computers and networks with these 
improved versions of democratic pro-
gramming. The National Education 
Service will enthuse both children and 
adults to learn how to write software 
and to build hardware. Public bodies 
will financially reward staff technicians 
who significantly contribute to Open 
Source projects. We will host official 
events, which celebrate the achieve-
ments of both the professional and hob-
byist designers of the networked future. 

 The people’s charter of digital 
liberties

We will launch a public consultation 
with people and parties across the polit-
ical spectrum to draw up a digital bill of 
rights. This constitutional settlement 
will reaffirm the continued importance 
of long-held and hard-won individual 
and collective freedoms within the new 
information society. The human right 
of personal privacy should give legal 

Digital Democracy Manifesto
By Jeremy Corbyn1

We will create a 21st 
century networked 
democracy where 

everybody can be a 
political decision-

maker.
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protection for British citizens from not 
only unwarranted snooping on their 
on-line activities by the security servic-
es, but also unjustified surveillance by 
CCTV (Closed Circuit TV) and other 
hi-tech methods within the workplace. 
The people’s charter of digital liberties 
will be the public statement of the 
political, civil and socio-economic 
principles for the networked version of 
British democracy, including universal 
access, community media, open learn-
ing and cooperative creativity. By 
enhancing the on-line rights of every 
individual, we will facilitate the virtual 
collectivity of all citizens. 

 Massive multi-person on-line 
deliberation

We will utilize information technol-
ogies to make popular participation in 
the democratic process easy and inclu-
sive. The holders of a digital citizen 
passport will be automatically placed 
on the electoral register of their new 
constituency as soon as they change 
their home address. We will aim to 
organize both online and offline meet-
ings for individuals and communities 
to deliberate about pressing political 
issues and participate in devising new 
legislation. The National Education 
Service will enlighten the British elec-
torate with the theoretical knowledge 
and practical skills of digital citizenship. 
We will create a 21st century networked 
democracy where everybody can be a 
political decision-maker. 

—The Digital Democracy Manifesto

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.
net/corbynstays/pages/329/attachments/
o r i g i n a l / 1 4 7 2 5 5 2 0 5 8 / D i g i t a l _
Democracy.pdf

1  Jeremy Corbyn is the leader of the Labor 
Party in the UK.

2  Ofcom is the regulator and competition 
authority for the UK communications indus-
tries. It regulates the TV and radio sectors, fixed 
line telecoms, mobiles, postal services, plus the 
airwaves over which wireless devices operate.

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofcom

September 30, 2016—I recently had 
the enormous honor of representing the 
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty 
(OCAP) at a week of action and interna-
tional conference, organized from 
September 4-10 by Disabled People 
Against Cuts (DPAC) in the UK. This was 
another step in building a close working 
relationship between our two organiza-
tions. It was also fascinating and inspiring 
to see disabled people, not merely partici-
pating in the struggle against austerity but 
actually giving a powerful and decisive 
lead to the entire movement.

Since 2010, governments in the UK 
have moved into a cutting edge role in 
the implementation of the agenda of 
austerity. Central to this has been a 
drive to degrade and undermine 
income support systems so as to gener-
ate a climate of desperation and to 
force people into low paid, precarious 
work. A notorious system of “benefit 
sanctions“ has ensured that those 
forced to seek assistance live in a state 
of ongoing uncertainty, under constant 
threat of suspension or outright cut off.

However, a striking feature of the 
austerity attack in the UK has been an 
extraordinary and brazen readiness to 
attack disabled people living in poverty. 
When the whole edifice of English Poor 
Law provision was put in place, there 
was an assumption that those seeking 
assistance could be divided into the 
more and the less morally worthy, the 
“deserving” and the “undeserving” 
poor. “Able bodied” and employable 
people were considered highly suspect 
and subject to outright abandonment, 
whereas those who could not be so 
readily assumed to be the architects of 
their own misfortune, particularly dis-
abled people, might expect somewhat 
fewer conditions and scrutiny to be 
attached to the pittance they were pro-

vided. The austerity agenda of the 21st 
Century, however, has no patience with 
such sentimentality. It’s considered 
essential that disability, even of the 
severest kind, should exempt no one 
from the scramble for the lowest paid 
and most exploitative jobs.

Challenge and resist massive 
injustice

First implemented, shamefully, by a 
Labor Government, the infamous 
Work Capability Assessment (WCA) 
was toughened by the Tory led 
Coalition in 2010 and its implementa-
tion handed over to private companies. 
First, at the hands of the hated Atos [a 
firm which assesses whether or not 
benefit claimants are fit to work and, 
therefore, not eligible for benefits] and, 
then, the U.S. based Maximus [per-
forming the same assessment], sick and 
disabled people have been subjected to 
a regime of degrading scrutiny and 
lethal abandonment that has been 
shocking beyond description. DPAC 
has played a truly inspiring role in act-
ing to challenge and resist this pro-
found and massive injustice.

This extreme concern to ensure that 
almost no one be considered unable to 
participate in the scramble to find 
employment, has huge implications in 
terms of the international implementa-
tion of austerity. Certainly, Ontario has 
been impacted by this approach to 
“public policy.” Here, the institution 
that has gone the furthest in this regard 
is the Workplace Safety and Insurance 
Board (WSIB) as it oversees the perse-
cution and impoverishment of injured 
workers. The WSIB displays willful 
disregard for medical evidence and an 
obsessive readiness to deem workers 
capable of performing work they have 
no realistic hope of obtaining or being 
able to perform.

Fighting Austerity in the UK
Disabled people give lead in fight against UK austerity

By John Clarke
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Those disabled people who must 
rely on the Ontario Disability Support 
Program (ODSP), are facing a regime 
that is focused on blocking and restrict-
ing eligibility to the greatest degree 
possible. The same determined drive to 
insist that virtually everyone is ready 
for work in some theoretical form is a 
central consideration. While a major 
redesign of ODSP appears to be delayed 
due to yet another round of social 
assistance review and consultation by 
the Ontario Government, the previous 
“Brighter Prospects” report that the 
Liberals commissioned makes clear 
that the concept of somewhat secure 
disability benefits is incompatible with 
the prevailing political agenda.

The DPAC week of action was of 
importance, not only because we in 
Ontario face the same kind of attacks, 
but because the model of resistance 
that has been created by an organiza-
tion of disabled people in the UK holds 
lessons for all of us. The recent upsurge 
of support around the leadership of 
Jeremy Corbyn in the Labor Party not-
withstanding, it would be impossible 
to deny that a sweeping movement of 
resistance to austerity in that country is 
yet to emerge. As real wages have 
declined on a scale comparable to that 
of Greece, strike activity is at historic 
lows. Social movement struggles con-
tinue but the needed critical mass of 
social resistance is yet to be set in 
motion. The Tory architects of social 
regression probably thought that dis-
abled people would be among the least 
combative of their victims but this 
proved to be a serious miscalculation. 
The week of action that I had the privi-
lege to play a role in drove this home to 
me very powerfully.

Throughout the week of September 
4, a range of actions unfolded in a 
whole number of towns and cities. I 
was able to participate in several of the 
actions. Without doubt the most 
inspiring and important was held on 
September 7. DPAC members and 
supporters marched to the Houses of 

Parliament and blocked Westminster 
Bridge, bringing traffic to a halt. It took 
the police a couple of hours to clear 
scores of disabled people, many of 
them in wheelchairs, from the bridge. 
A few arrests occurred but the calm 
determination of people who were 
fighting back against lethal benefit cuts 
was unbeatable. It was easy to see why 
DPAC’s readiness to defy those respon-
sible for these attacks has been so pro-
foundly inspiring to the entire move-
ment against austerity in the UK.

On the Saturday, the week culmi-
nated in a one day conference, devoted 
to the theme of “Disabled Peoples’ 
Resistance: Building Beyond Borders.” 
Presentations were made by people 
from Ireland, Greece, Bulgaria, 
Germany and I was able to report on 
the struggles underway in Ontario. 
“Emancipation Movement of People 
with Disabilities: Zero Tolerance” pre-
sented a video on an occupation they 
had carried out at a center for disabled 
children in Lechaina, Greece. They 
were challenging the rampant neglect 
and abuse of children in these centers 
face, some of them strapped to their 

beds for every hour of the day and 
night. They are demanding the Syriza-
led Government deal with this appall-
ing mistreatment at such places and 
several international solidarity actions 
will be taken to assist their struggle, 
including here in Toronto.

Coming out of the week of action 
and conference has been a renewed 
commitment to developing much 
more dynamic forms of international 
solidarity. We discussed ways to act 
together in support of our different 
struggles and to deepen our under-
standing of the attacks we face and the 
lessons that can be drawn from the 
forms of resistance we take up. Seeing 
the abuses faced by the disabled in aus-
terity wracked Greece, this disgraceful 
removal of social provision in the UK 
or the failure to provide shelter from 
the elements for the homeless in 
Toronto, it’s clear that the agenda 
thrown against us is becoming ever 
more reckless and harmful. The lead 
that DPAC has given in this regard is a 
lesson to movements against austerity 
everywhere and opens up huge possi-
bilities for the struggles that lie ahead.

John Clarke is an organizer with the 
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty 
(OCAP).

—The Bullet, September 30, 2016

http://socialistproject.ca/bullet/1309.php
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World’s Largest General Strike
150 million workers walked off the job in India, but the media continues to ignore it.

By Vijay Prashad

Trade unions leaders are reticent to 
say how many people struck work on 
September 2, 2016. They simply can-
not offer a firm number. But they do 
say that the strike—the seventeenth 
general strike since India adopted its 
new economic policy in 1991—has 
been the largest ever. The corporate 
news media—no fan of strikes—
reported that the number of strikers 
exceeded the estimated 150 million 
workers. A number of newspapers sug-
gested that 180 million Indian workers 
walked off the job. If that is the case, 
then this is the largest reported general 
strike in history.

And yet, it has not been given much 
consideration in the media. Few front 
page stories, fewer pictures of marching 
workers outside their silent factories 
and banks, tea gardens and bus sta-
tions. The sensibility of individual jour-
nalists can only rarely break through 
the wall of cynicism built by the owners 
of the press and the culture they would 
like to create. For them, workers’ strug-
gles are an inconvenience to daily life. It 
is far better for the corporate media to 
project a strike as a disturbance, as a 
nuisance to a citizenry that seems to 
live apart from the workers. It is mid-
dle-class outrage that defines the cover-
age of a strike, not the issues that move 
workers to take this heart-felt and dif-
ficult action. The strike is treated as 
archaic, as a holdover from another 
time. It is not seen as a necessary means 
for workers to voice their frustrations 
and hopes. The red flags, the slogans, 
and the speeches—these are painted 
with embarrassment. It is as if turning 
one’s eyes from them would somehow 
make them disappear.

Deprivation
A leading international business 

consultancy firm reported—a few 

years ago—that 680 million Indians 
live in deprivation. These people—half 
the Indian population—are deprived 
of the basics of life such as food, ener-
gy, housing, drinking water, sanita-
tion, healthcare, education and social 
security. Most of Indians workers and 
peasants count amongst the deprived. 
Ninety percent of India’s workers are 
in the informal sector, where protec-
tions at the workplace are minimal 
and their rights to form unions virtu-
ally non-existent. These workers are 
not marginal to India’s growth agenda. 
In 2002, the National Commission on 
Labor found that “the primary source 
of future work for all Indians” would 
be in the informal sector, which 
already produced over half the Gross 
Domestic Product. The future of 
Indian labor, then, is informal with 
occasional rights delivered to prevent 
grotesque violations of human dignity. 
Hope for the Indian worker is simply 
not part of the agenda of the current 
dispensation in India.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
once more zipped off as part of his end-
less world tour, did not pay heed to 
these workers. His goal is to increase 
India’s growth rate, which—as judged 
by the example of when he was Chief 
Minister of the State of Gujarat—can be 
accomplished by a cannibal like attitude 
towards workers’ rights and the liveli-
hood of the poor. Selling off state assets, 
giving hugely lucrative deals to private 
business and opening the doors of 
India’s economy to Foreign Direct 
Investment are the mechanisms to 
increase the growth rate. None of these 
strategies, as even the International 
Monetary Fund acknowledges, will lead 
to social equality. This growth trajectory 
leads to greater inequality, to less power 
for workers and more deprivation.

Class struggle
Only four percent of the Indian 

workforce is in unions. If these unions 
merely fought to defend their tenuous 
rights, their power would erode even 
further. Union power has suffered 
greatly since the Indian economy liber-
alized in 1991, with Supreme Court 
judgments against union democracy 
and with the global commodity chain 
pitting Indian workers against workers 
elsewhere. It is to the great credit of the 
Indian trade unions that they have 
embraced—in different tempos—the 
labor conditions and living conditions 
of workers and peasants in the infor-
mal sector. What power remains with 
unions can only grow if they do what 
they have been doing—namely, to turn 
towards the immense mass of the 
informal workers and peasants and 
draw them into the culture of unions 
and class struggle.

The class struggle is not the inven-
tion of the unions or the workers. It is 
a fact of life for labor in the capitalist 
system. The capitalist, who buys the 
labor power of workers, seeks to make 
that labor power as efficient and pro-
ductive as possible. The capitalist 
retains the gains from this productivi-
ty, sloughing off the worker to their 
slums at night to find a way to get the 
energy to come back the next day. It is 
this pressure to be more productive 
and to donate the gains of their pro-
ductivity to the capitalist that is the 
essence of the class struggle. When the 
worker wants a better share of the out-
put, the capitalist does not listen. It is 
the strike—an invention of the 19th 
century—that provides the workers 
with a voice to enter the class struggle 
in a conscious way.

In India, the first strike was in April-
May 1862, when the railway workers of 
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Howrah Railway Station struck over 
the right to an eight-hour day. What 
inconveniences the strike produces to 
the middle class has to be weighed 
against the daily “inconveniences” that 
the workers endure as their extra pro-
ductivity is seized by the capitalists. 
Those workers in 1862 did not want an 
interminable ten-hour shift that 
depleted them of their life. Their strike 
allowed them to say: we will not work 
more than eight hours. The critic of the 
strike will say, surely there are other 
ways to get your voice heard. No other 
way has been shown to the worker, 
who had neither the political power to 
“lobby” nor the economic power to 
dominate the media. It is silent, but for 
these festivals of the working-class.

From Gujarat to Kerala
Workers in Narendra Modi’s home 

state of Gujarat joined the strike with 
great enthusiasm. This included over 
seventy thousand crèche (childcare 
workers)and mid-day meal workers as 
well as port workers in Bhavnagar. 
Garment workers in Tamil Nadu and 
automobile factory workers in Karnataka 
closed their shops. Bank and insurance 
employees joined power loom operators 
and iron ore miners, while transport 

workers across the country decided to 
stand outside their bus and truck depots. 
Communist unions joined with other 
unions to ensure the widest mobiliza-
tion of workers.

Each local union in this strike had its 
own grievances, its own worries and 
frustrations. But the broad issues that 
united these millions of workers 
revolved around the demand for work-
place democracy, the demand for a 

greater share of the social wealth and 
the demand for a less toxic social land-
scape. The workers—through their 
unions—took their twelve point 
demands to the government, which 
ignored them. At the last minute, when 

it seemed as if the strike would be 
robust, the government attempted to 
deliver small concessions. This was not 
sufficient. It was, as the labor unions 
put it, an insult. There is no expectation 
that the strike itself would lead to major 
concessions from the government. 
After all, last year, 150 million workers 
went on strike and the government did 
not shift from its anti-worker policies. 
Instead, the government of Narendra 
Modi deepened its commitment to 
“labor market reforms”—namely to 
eviscerate unions and to enhance the 
right to fire workers at will.

What the strike says is that India’s 
workers remain alive to the class strug-
gle. They have not surrendered to real-
ity. In 1991, when the government 
decided to open the economy to the 
turbulent interests of global capital, the 
workers rebelled. In August 1992, tex-
tile workers in Bombay took to the 
streets in their undergarments—they 
declared that the new order would 
leave them in abject poverty. Their 
symbolic gesture is the current reality.

—AlterNet, September 7, 2016

http://www.alternet.org/world/india-
worlds-largest-strike
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Colonizing Palestine
The new “two-state solution”

By Nafeez Ahmed 

A powerful pro-Israel policy group 
with ties to the Obama administration 
and the Israeli military intelligence 
establishment is promoting plans for a 
“two state solution” that would subor-
dinate Palestinians to Israeli military 
rule, supervised by a permanent U.S. 
military presence. 

The plans have been put together by 
the Israel Policy Forum (IPF), a New 
York-based advocacy group founded 
in 1993 at the behest of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, to promote the Oslo 
peace process. Shortly after taking 
office in 2009, President Obama adopt-
ed the IPF’s Middle East “roadmap.”

Among the plan’s recommenda-
tions are the complete demilitarization 
of Palestine, despite it being defined as 
a “sovereign” territory, a comprehen-
sive border surveillance infrastructure, 
and a permanent U.S. military opera-
tion to police the Jordan River.

Security first—for Israel
The Forum’s Two State Security 

project has commissioned Commanders 
for Israeli Security (CIS)—a network of 
over 200 former senior Israel military 
and intelligence officials—and the 
Center for a New American Security 
(CNAS) in Washington DC, to produce 
studies on a two-state solution. The 
CNAS report, published in May, 
describes itself as the “product” of 
“numerous consultations and work-
shops with former and current Israeli, 
Palestinian, Jordanian, and American 
security officials and negotiators.”

The report’s precondition for its 
two-state vision is the elimination of 
Hamas in Gaza, although this is assert-
ed vaguely as follows: 

“Part of the challenge is that 
transition in Gaza would first 
require the Palestinian Authority 
(PA) to reassert governance and 

security control of Gaza—an issue 
beyond the scope of this study.”

Within this scheme, the PA is 
viewed as a proxy force, which enforc-
es internal security across the West 
Bank and Gaza on behalf of Israel.

The internal Palestinian security 
system would include, the report pro-
poses, three key components: a “non-
militarized Palestinian security force 
(PASF);” a small “Palestinian counter-
terrorism (CT) unit trained and 
equipped to a level analogous with a 
Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) 
unit of a large American city;” a “full-
spectrum, self-contained Palestinian 
counter-terrorism system composed of 
vetted and protected personnel, includ-
ing intelligence officers;” and joint 
Israeli-Palestinian operations centers 
between “Israeli security forces (ISF) 
and PASF for sharing intelligence, 
identifying potential targets, and coor-
dinating operations.” 

The latter would provide the main 
mechanism by which a “sovereign” 
Palestinian state’s internal security 
force, the PASF, would function effec-
tively under Israel’s operational control.

Permanent U.S. presence
The report highlights the need for 

“multiple mechanisms” to resolve dis-
a g r e e m e n t s 
between the PASF 
and Israeli security 
forces “through 
American media-
tion,” and a final 
option for Israel in 
undefined “extreme 
situations.” 

Israel’s final 
option involves the 
power to “act uni-
laterally to defend 
itself with the 

knowledge that it would receive 
American diplomatic support in the 
aftermath.”

In other words, the Americans are 
expected to pretend to be impartial 
“honest brokers” who would back 
Israel in any circumstance where Israel 
felt the need to act unilaterally against 
Palestinians.

More than that, the report calls for a 
permanent U.S. military presence in 
the region. A functional Palestinian 
security force will require “a long-term 
commitment and continuous presence 
of U.S. trainers, mentors, and moni-
tors,” asserts the document.

Also required “would be roving 
patrols on the patrol roads that include 
a small American force along the bor-
der between Palestine and Jordan” in 
the form of “a permanent American 
force, numbering in the low hundreds.” 

The report emphasizes that whoever 
ultimately conducts the patrols—
whether Israeli, Jordanian or 
Palestinian forces—“overall security 
responsibility in this area would fall to 
the United States.”

Sovereignty without sovereignty
Perhaps the most absurd proposals 

involve the insistence that Palestine’s 
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territorial sovereignty over its own air-
space and maritime waters must 
remain subordinated to Israeli control.

Apart from stipulating a novel defi-
nition of “sovereign Palestinian air-
space” as being limited to “10,000 feet” 
above mean sea level (the cruising alti-
tude for a commercial flight is a mini-
mum of 28,000 feet,) the document 
goes further in demanding that “Israeli 
controllers must have the technical 
capacity to seamlessly take control of 
Palestinian airspace and air traffic in 
the event of an air defense emergency.” 

The report goes on to explain: “As in 
the airspace domain, Palestinians 
would govern their territorial waters off 
Gaza, but with certain restrictions that 
enable Israelis to maintain overall secu-
rity”—namely, “standard procedures 
in international waters, where Israel” 
but not Palestine, “is free to intercept, 
board, and inspect any ship (in accor-
dance with international law.)”

My sovereignty is bigger than yours
At the core of the two-state solution 

envisaged is a fundamental disparity in 
military power. While Palestinians are 
expected to permanently demilitarize as 
part of “Gaza’s transition back to Palestinian 
Authority control,” Israel will receive U.S. 
support to do the very opposite: 

“And as part of the reintegration of 
Gaza and the West Bank, the govern-
ment in Gaza would have to agree to 
dismantle Gaza’s military industry, 
rocket systems, and offensive military 
capabilities… We also assume that 
Israel will maintain (or increase) its 
existing capabilities to defend itself… 
In other words, Israel’s current security 
apparatus will not be replaced, but 
rather augmented.”

The report proposes a range of 
regional, border and internal security 
layers that would provide Israel an 
unprecedented degree of “invisible” 
control over Palestinian society.

Among them is the idea of formal 
mechanisms for joint intelligence, 

counter-smuggling and counterterror-
ism operations with Jordan, Egypt, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf states.

This would accompany new joint 
internal security institutions “to detect 
terrorist activity”—including PA-led 
counterterrorism forces “to raid sites and 
arrest perpetrators,” along with a new 
Palestinian policing structure including 
“stand-alone detention facilities.”

“These five external layers [would] 
provide Israel great strategic depth,” 
the report concludes, providing Israel 
the capacity to militarily withdraw 
from Gaza and the West Bank—while 
relying on proxy security arrangement 
with the PA, Arab regimes and the U.S. 
to police Palestine. 

The crucial caveat here is that Israeli 
military rule over Palestine would not 
end, but simply continue by other less 
visible means:

“Like any other sovereign state, 
Israel would retain the ability to 
respond in extreme circumstances 
where it deemed it necessary to defend 
itself, even if it meant violating the sov-
ereignty of another state. But, just as 
for any other sovereign state, taking 
such actions would come with political 
risks and other consequences that 
would need to be weighed by Israel’s 
leadership. To mitigate some of those 
risks, there could be a side agreement 
between the United States and Israel on 
the general circumstances under which 
the United States would diplomatically 
side with Israel in the event Israel took 
unilateral action inside Palestine.”

So the IPF is basically proposing 
that in return for Israel withdrawing its 
own settler-colonies from Palestine, 
Palestine itself becomes one giant sur-
rogate-colony of Israel.

Breaking the impasse?
The recurring blind spot of the 

report’s authors is that the sovereignty 
offered to Palestinians is completely at 
odds with the most elementary defini-
tion of state sovereignty.

Imagine, for a moment, the follow-
ing: A think-tank with connections to 
Hamas produces a report, much like this 
one. The Hamas-linked report advocates 
that as a precondition for a two-state 
solution, the government of Israel led by 
Benjamin Netanyahu would have to be 
“somehow” replaced by a more appro-
priate, less fanatical Israeli partner. 

The new more amenable Israeli 
partner would need to accept the com-
plete demilitarization of any of its 
offensive military capabilities under-
pinning its power to invade Gaza and 
the West Bank unilaterally. The Israeli 
state would be expected to install joint 
operations centers with the Palestinians 
to identify extremists in Israel who 
incite to violence and terror, including 
organizations that actively promote 
illegal settlement activities.

And the new Palestinian state would 
require the capacity to conduct unilat-
eral military operations “in extremis,” 
to be agreed with an external power of 
their choosing (let’s say, the European 
Union), which would provide diplo-
matic cover for any such unilateral 
Palestinian military action. 

If such a report was ever released, it 
would firstly be met with laughter, 
then with derision, and then very 
quickly after that, horror that such an 
idea would be taken seriously by 
Palestinians as a viable path for a peace-
ful two-state solution.

And that’s exactly how Palestinians 
would view the latest U.S.-Israeli vision 
for “peace”—a ludicrous blueprint for 
permanent foreign military domina-
tion that has learned nothing from the 
impasse of Oslo.

Nafeez Ahmed is the Executive 
Director of the Institute for Policy 
Research and Development, an indepen-
dent think-tank focused on the study of 
violent conflict, author and filmmaker.

—AlterNet, August 28, 2016

http://www.alternet.org/world/two-
state-solution-colonize-palestine
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William Dared to Challenge the King
By Peter Kenworthy, Afrika Kontakt

Not many Swazis dare to criticize 
Swaziland’s absolute monarch openly, 
but 82-year-old William Mkhaliphi 
did, to the monarch’s face, last month. 
In response to this, he now suddenly 
faces charges under that Public Order 
Act and for theft.

There were many complaints about 
an array of issues, ranging from small 
grants for the elderly to cattle roaming 
the streets, at last month’s Sibaya 
People’s Parliament in Swaziland. 

But the presentation of one man, 
82-year-old William Mkhaliphi from 
Vuvulane, stood out. He actually dared 
to criticize the root of Swaziland’s prob-
lems, absolute monarch King Mswati 
III, and the land, economic, and social 
policies that he dictates, that keep two-
thirds of the population in desperate 
poverty, in front of thousands of people 
and the monarch himself. 

 All lands and farms are for the 
king

“Even today the king has everything 
to himself, all lands and farms are for 
the King,” Mkhaliphi told king Mswati 
and the thousands attending the Sibaya 
People’s Parliament last month—an 
event that, according to Swaziland’s 
constitution, is the “highest policy and 
advisory council” in Swaziland, and 
according to the monarch an impor-
tant part of what he refers to as “Swazi 
democracy.”

“Where is the land for ordinary 
Swazis? We had an agreement with the 
late king Sobhuza II [Mswati’s father,] 
but the current king has dispossessed us. 
People from Vuvulane [an impover-
ished part of Swaziland’s sugar belt] 
have been evicted because the Queen 
Mother has designated land for con-
struction of a new town, people have 
had their water supply cut, which has 
destroyed the food crops,” he continued.

And he added impetus to his words 
by telling the king; “I fear no-one. Even 
if you kill me after this I am fine.”

Evicted from his land
Mkhaliphi has himself been evicted 

from his land, he told Afrika Kontakt 
last week, and has been falsely accused 
of stealing farming equipment belong-
ing to the Royal Swaziland Sugar 
Company (RSSC)—the same company 
that facilitated the eviction of himself 
and others in Vuvulane that Mkhaliphi 
had complained about at Sibaya. He 
also faces charges under the Public 
Order Act for criticizing Mswati dur-
ing Sibaya.

In 2014, about 30 farmers and resi-
dents from Vuvulane learnt that land 
they had farmed and lived on for decades 
had been sold to the RSSC and that they 
had to vacate it or face forced eviction.

Mkhaliphi, and the other small-
scale farmers that Afrika Kontakt spoke 
to, said that the RSSC has systemati-
cally bullied small-scale farmers in the 
region, amongst other things by clos-
ing down their water supply and refus-
ing to honor agreements whereby the 
company would buy their sugar cane.

The small-scale farmers say that the 
reason for the actions of the RSSC is to 

enable the company to force them away 
from land that they have occupied and 
cultivated legally for over 50 years.

“Farmers were granted this land for 
cultivation of sugar cane by King Sobhuza 
II. But the ruling of the courts in this 
matter has been ignored by both the gov-
ernment and the RSSC, who continue to 
evict small-scale farmers from their 
land,” Mkhaliphi told Afrika Kontakt.

An old activist
William Mkhaliphi says he and the 

other small-scale farmers will not 
budge, and that they are organizing a 
march to Swaziland’s High Court to 
seek justice for the wrongdoings of the 
RSSC and the Swazi government. He 
insists that he is not afraid of any 
response from the government or the 
sugar company, as it is not the first 
time he has tried to get the attention of 
them or the king.

In 2011, local newspaper, the Times 
of Swaziland, reported that the Vuvulane 
Farmers Association, led by Mkhaliphi 
and Mpisi Dlamini, had sought audi-
ences with Mswati, and had generally 
resisted attempts to evict them from 
their land. At the time, the newspaper 
quoted Mkhaliphi of saying that “the 
king is our only hope in this matter.”
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In 2012, Mkhaliphi had also com-
plained to Mswati about the land evic-
tions at Sibaya, wrote the newspaper, 
and had told him that he was “not 
comfortable with the fact that a king is 
capable of evicting people.” 

Vuvulane is an impoverished area in 
Swaziland’s sugar belt where many 
locals are employed as casual workers 
in the sugar cane fields and paid 
between 400 and 600 rand a month, not 
enough for medicine, proper food or 
school fees for their children, the work-
ers tell Afrika Kontakt. Many subse-
quently survive on food aid and many 
local children do not go to school.

American research NGO Freedom 
House ranks Swaziland as the least free 
country of the 15 members of the 
Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) that Mswati has 
just assumed the chairmanship of, in 
regard to political rights and civil liber-
ties, below countries such as DRC 
Congo and Zimbabwe. In 2013, 
Freedom House condemned “the 
unlawful arrests...[and] unlawful evic-
tions” of farmers in Vuvulane. 
Swaziland is the only country in SADC 
where political parties are banned from 
taking part in elections.

—Afrika Kontakt, September 16, 
2016

https://afrika.dk/article/william-
dared-challenge-king

The National Union of Metalworkers 
of South Africa (NUMSA) Special 
National Congress in December 2013 
resolved: “There is no chance of win-
ning back the Alliance1 to what it was 
originally formed for, which was to 
drive a revolutionary program for fun-
damental transformation of the coun-
try, with the Freedom Charter as the 
minimum platform to transform the 
South African economy.”

Recent events have fully vindicated 
this view. The global capitalist system 
is in terminal crisis and continues to 
inflict great human and environmental 
stress, pain and destruction. The world 
working class is under attack; unem-
ployment, poverty and inequality are 
on the rise, in the biggest global crisis 
of capitalism since the 1930s.

In South Africa this simply makes 
worse the already existing crisis of our 
racist and colonial economy and soci-
ety, which is based on the racist and 
inhuman super-exploitation of Black 
and African labor.

Jobs are being slaughtered daily. 
Whole industries are in danger of dis-
appearing. Unemployment at 36 per-
cent is among the highest in the world. 
Employers are on the offensive. They 
are seeking to exploit workers’ desper-
ation to find or keep jobs at any cost in 
order to drive down wages and work-
ing conditions by outsourcing and 
casualizing work, using labor brokers 
and sabotaging collective bargaining 
structures.

South Africa today
All this has become clearer in the 

wage negotiations we are currently 
engaged in. Although we are pleased to 
have reached a negotiated agreement 
with employers in the auto sector, 
these recent negotiations have exposed 
a concerted strategy by employers to 

block even the most minimal conces-
sions to our demands as agreed by our 
National Bargaining Conference in 
April 2016. But we are determined not 
to buckle under pressure and stand 
firmly on our demands.

South Africa is the most unequal 
place on earth today. This inequality is 
blatantly racial, as the gulf widens 
between the white, wealthy, capitalist 
elite and the Black working-class 
majority. This crisis continues to con-
firm the continuing racist and colonial 
nature of South African economy and 
society, 22 years after 1994.

NUMSA places the blame squarely 
on the African National Congress 
(ANC)/South African Communist 
Party (ACP)/Congress of South African 
Trade Unions (COSATU) government 
for failing to uproot colonialism and 
racism in post-1994 South Africa and 
their capitulation to imperialism and 
South African white monopoly capital 
by implementing first Growth, 
Employment and Redistribution 
(GEAR) and then the National 
Development Plan (NDP), which give 
practical expression to the repugnant 
neoliberal capitalist policies of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
the World Bank and global credit rat-
ings agencies.

This is how the alliance has aborted 
the South African Revolution and 
betrayed the majority of the people—
the Black and African working class 
(more than 83 percent of the popula-
tion!) This betrayal is at the heart of the 
terminal and irreversible decline and 
eventual death of the ANC/SACP/
COSATU alliance and its formations. 
It is this painful betrayal of the major-
ity, which explains the loss of electoral 
power of the ANC.

The ANC government is now pro-
ceeding to limit workers’ constitutional 

South African Workers Challenge Neoliberal Policies
By Irvin Jim



Vol.  16, No. 6    SOCIALIST VIEWPOINT  41

right to strike as contained in their 
NDP and which measure has increas-
ingly been demanded by the Free 
Market Foundation (FMF), big busi-
ness and their shop stewards in the 
Democratic Alliance (DA.)

The stench of corruption and rot 
in society and government

The ongoing corruption and rot in 
South African society and government 
did not start with the Jacob Zuma 
administration. Its foundations were 
laid in the negotiated settlement under 
which imperialism and white South 
African capitalism won a corrupt and 
rotten capitalist transition for post-
apartheid South Africa complete with 
all the now smelly corruption and rot 
in government and society. The real 
negotiated deal was that imperialism 
and white South African capital would 
retain their wealth and the ANC would 
be allowed the use of the budget and 
government in a post-apartheid South 
Africa to create and grow a Black and 
African capitalist class.

There is absolutely no moral or any 
practical difference between the way 
white capital made rings around the 
leadership of the ANC immediately 
before, during and after the so-called 
negotiations and how the Guptas [an 
Indian-South African business family] 
are playing the same ANC leadership 
today, apart from the racial complex-
ions of the corrupting capitalists!

The abandonment of the struggle to 
defeat imperialism and destroy the racist 
colonial economy and society of South 
Africa in favor of a neoliberal capitalist 
transition was the death knell in the cof-
fin of the ANC and its alliance. Zuma 
and the Guptas are just a symptom of 
the latest versions of the economic and 
social relations between the ANC and 
imperialism and South African racist 
and colonial capitalism, which were laid 
in the negotiated settlement.

There is nothing wrong with ordi-
nary and good members of the work-
ing class being disgusted by the crony 

capitalism of Zuma and the Guptas, 
and their manipulation of the state-
owned enterprises for their personal 
gain. It is wrong, however, and danger-
ously myopic, for anyone to pretend to 
forget that the negotiated settlement 
and the post-apartheid South African 
Constitution firmly guarantees the 
stranglehold of imperialism and white 
monopoly of South African capital 
over National Treasury and the South 
African Reserve Bank.

All the post-apartheid South African 
Ministers of Finance—without excep-
tion, including Pravin Gordhan—have 
been consistent defenders of imperial-
ism and white monopoly capital, open 
enemies of the class interests of the 
South African working class.

NUMSA has consistently, in its 29 
years of history, condemned the eco-
nomic policies and strategies of the 
National Treasury, which defends the 
neoliberal agenda, protects the inter-
ests of white monopoly capital, in par-
ticular finance capital, champions aus-

terity measures, and seeks to appease 
global ratings agencies.

The whole capitalist system is 
immoral and corrupt. Reports appear 
regularly of systematic tax evasion, 
money laundering and price fixing by 
big business. Millions of rand are leav-
ing the country as investors put their 
cash where they will make the quickest 
and biggest profits, with no regard for 
the welfare of the people, the environ-
ment and least of all the conditions of 
their workers who produce the wealth 
in the first place. Big business is immor-
ally sitting on more than R1.5-trillion 
in the banks and refusing to invest it in 
the economy.

More than 18,000 South Africans 
(roughly 50-per-day, every day!) are 
murdered every year. The majority of 
these horrendous deaths are a direct 
product of the inhuman racist super-
exploitation of Black and African 
workers which creates massive swathes 
of impoverished working class com-
munities in which burglaries, rape, 
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murders, domestic violence, brutal and 
violent child abuse, and all sorts of 
other inhumanities are a product of the 
poverty, unemployment and inequali-
ties on which South African white 
monopoly capital and imperialism 
feast. South African capitalism cares 
nothing about all this.

Local government elections
NUMSA consistently warned the 

ANC-led Alliance about the conse-
quences of abandoning the South 
African revolution in favor of imperial-
ism and white monopoly capital, and 
that the ANC’s failure to fully imple-
ment the Freedom Charter, to address 
the fundamentals of ownership and 
control of the economy, to affirm 
Blacks and Africans in the economy, 
and to uproot the apartheid colonial 
wage among many other things would 
destroy the ANC and its alliance.

They never listened to us. They 
booted us out of the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSATU) and 
inevitably from the alliance. Jacob 
Zuma is completely contemptuous of 
the Black and African working class 
who are the backbone of the ANC and 
its alliance and continues to assert that 
the ANC will rule until the day Jesus 
would come. Well, Jesus appears to 
have decided to come rather too early, 
for Jacob Zuma at least!

The August 2016 Local Government 
elections have again confirmed the cor-
rectness of NUMSA’s view. The ANC’s 
betrayal of the South African Revolution 
and its abandonment of the Freedom 
Charter are matters millions of South 
African Black and African working class 
do not take lightly—they have with-
drawn their votes from the ANC!

In South Africa’s industrial heart-
lands the ANC suffered massive humil-
iation, failing to win a majority in one 
big city after another. Working-class 
voters registered their anger at the lev-
els of poverty, unemployment, inequal-
ity and corruption—all direct results of 
the continuing racist and colonial 

economy and society of South Africa 
post-1994—by voting for the Economic 
Freedom Fighters (EFF) and some, 
unfortunately, for their worst class 
enemies in the Democratic Alliance 
(DA), or by refusing to vote at all.

In the short term this is leading to 
coalitions. These are not being formed 
on the basis of political principles but 
on struggles by the leaders of minority 
parties to get their hands on official 
positions and public resources. NUMSA 
holds out no hope that this will lead to 
any real improvement in the lives of the 
working class and the poor. The DA in 
particular has proved in Cape Town 
that it is still the party of big business 
and the white upper middle class and 
its municipal leaders are already talking 
about privatization of council services.

The New Revolutionary Socialist 
Workers’ Party

One powerful and positive outcome 
of these elections is that they proved 
that NUMSA was right in its 2013 
Special National Congress (SNC) when 
it asserted the need for a revolutionary 
socialist party of the working class. The 
South African Black and African work-
ing class have shown that there is a 
loud and angry cry for revolutionary 
change, but also that currently no party 
is capable of bringing this about. The 
ANC, DA and the majority of all the 
other parties are basically the same, 
because of their continued insistence 
on operating within the confines of 
white monopoly capitalism.

The Black South African working 
class will always remember Thabo Mbeki, 
Jacob Zuma, Gwede Mantashe, Blade 
Nzimande, Jeremy Cronin, Cyril 
Ramaphosa and Sdumo Dlamini as being 
prominent among the leaders of the alli-
ance who presided over the death of the 
ANC and all its alliance formations.

This creates the opportunity to 
build the genuine revolutionary social-
ist political party, rooted in the work-
ing class and committed to NUMSA’s 
Marxist program, which was agreed to 

at the union’s 2013 Special National 
Congress (SNC), whose view of the 
degeneration of the ANC, SACP and 
COSATU has been vindicated by sub-
sequent events. Capital has spawned 
right-wing leaders who have become 
representatives of the class which 
exploits workers. All the ANC leaders 
are now steeped in neoliberalism.

It is more urgent than ever to move 
swiftly, and more visibly, to build this 
new party and to start campaigning on 
the demands in the program. The new 
party must be a democratically con-
trolled, mass-based workers’ vanguard 
party, with a program based on 
Marxism-Leninism, the dictatorship of 
the proletariat and the abolition of cap-
italism, so that workers have an alterna-
tive party to represent their interests.

NUMSA reaffirms the continued 
relevance of the Freedom Charter, 
whose demands have not been imple-
mented. Although not a specifically 
socialist document, it contains many 
calls which the new party must incor-
porate as transitional demands into its 
socialist program, alongside our cen-
tral demand for democratic national-
ization of monopoly industries, min-
eral wealth and banks.

Build NUMSA and reach the tar-
get of 400,000 members by 

December 2016
Our Central Committee (CC) in 

August agreed that to meet the target 
of 400,000 members by December 
2016, at a time when jobs are disap-
pearing, will require more aggressive 
recruiting of all workers regardless of 
where they work, and to focus on the 
unorganized 76 percent of workers and 
employees of labor brokers. In line 
with the 2013 SNC on the extension of 
our scope and the formation of a new 
federation, the CC stressed that no 
worker must be turned away.

We are committed to providing 
quality leadership and better service for 
members, while defending and 
strengthening our democracy and 
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unity. We are determined to ensure 
that all NUMSA’s Regional Congresses 
and the December 10th National 
Congress are a huge success in the best 
interest of NUMSA members and the 
broader working class.

Build the new federation
Workers are impatient to replace 

the now totally discredited and ideo-
logically bankrupt COSATU with a 
new anti-imperialist, socialist, demo-
cratic, independent, militant workers’ 
federation. NUMSA called on both 
COSATU and the SACP to review the 
alliance with the ANC as it was benefit-
ing the property-owning class and a 
parasitic and corrupt bourgeois elite. 
Opportunistically, however, because 
NUMSA took the side of the workers 
and the poor, they expelled us.

But today COSATU and the alliance 
have crumbled. The SACP and the 
ANC are at each other’s throats. The 
SACP has lost its hegemony. There is 
no revolutionary agenda. Slowly but 
surely they are withering away. In all 
this, what is painfully bad for the work-
ing class is that the DA, a counter-rev-
olutionary, clearly reactionary party, is 
being made to appear victorious today.

Numerous new breakaway unions 
have been formed and we are working 
with them in a Steering Committee for 
a New Federation. We have warmly 
welcomed Food and Allied Workers 
Union (FAWU’s) historic decision to 
leave COSATU. The CC agreed that we 
must continue to discuss with larger 
unions like Association of Mineworkers 
and Construction Union (AMCU), 
some other National Council of Trade 
Unions (NACTU) affiliates, and some 
COSATU affiliates who were part of 
“The Nine” which have not yet com-
mitted to the new federation.

It was agreed to aim to launch the 
New Federation on May 1, 2017 and 
reaffirmed that it must be independent 
of any political party but should never 
be apolitical, and agreed that it should 
have youth and gender structures.

Build the united front
The United Front (UF) remains a 

priority and must reach out to working 
class communities, more and more of 
which are moving into struggle against 
deplorable living conditions and service 
delivery. NUMSA will continue to build 
and to play a very active role in the UF 
and ensure that its revolutionary poli-
cies are adopted and adhered to.

While the CC maintained its policy that 
the UF is not a political party and should 
not be contesting elections, it endorsed the 
decision to back those UF members who 
stood as independents and/or UF candi-
dates on August 3, 2016. We are studying 
the lessons from this experience.

Black youth revolt against racism 
and colonialism

NUMSA continues to be appalled 
by the fact that a supposed Communist 
Minister of Higher Education has con-
sistently maintained that free educa-
tion is not possible for the South 
African working class, in a country in 
which criminal repatriation of massive 
quantities of South African wealth is 
freely tolerated by the government.

We demand free education, as con-
tained in the Freedom Charter, the abo-
lition of all content and forms of educa-
tion in the entire education system 
which are racist, promote colonialism, 
patriarchy and oppression and domina-
tion of the Black and African person.

However, fully cognizant of the fact 
that any education system reproduces 
the dominant cultural and psychologi-
cal paradigms of its ruling class, we do 
not expect that South African untrans-
formed racist, colonial and apartheid 
economy and society can suddenly 
produce a progressive, humane and 
emancipating education.

The crisis of the continuing racist, 
colonial and apartheid education system 
in South Africa post-1994 is a class mat-
ter; it is central to the class struggles in 
South Africa today, which largely affects 
the working class and their children.

We condemn the arguments of both 
Blade Nzimande and Pravin Gordhan 
that free education is unaffordable, 
particularly the latter, who is planning 
an amnesty for rich tax evaders who 
have stolen millions of rand from the 
public, which could have been used for 
education.

We also salute the school learners 
who have taken a stand against attempts 
by racist schools to perpetuate colonial 
cultural traditions.

International issues
Our CC condemned the 

Zimbabwean government’s repression 
of its own citizens and the blocking of 
food imports. The union will discuss 
the popular call for Mugabe to fall in 
the context of the role of imperialist 
forces that would be happy to take over 
the popular revolt, which it appears is 
largely led by the middle class.

The CC condemned in the strongest 
possible terms the arrest and violence 
meted out against the Zambian 
Rainbow Party leadership and the ban-
ning of The Post newspaper in Zambia. 
We urge all Zambians to resist the 
temptation to slide into civil war, fol-
lowing the August 2016 National 
Elections in Zambia.

We have agreed in NUMSA that the 
reversal of popular struggles in Latin 
America requires a deep and detailed 
analysis of the mistakes committed and 
the subsequent setback for the working 
class and revolutionary forces. We con-
demn the coup committed by the racist 
right wing in Brazil by the removal of 
President Dilma Rousseff from office.

In the United States of America, we 
welcome some of the positive pro-poor 
and pro-working class energies Senator 
Bernie Sanders’ presidential campaign 
has generated.

In Europe, we are pleased with the 
resurgence of socialist energies in the 
British Labor Party, in Greece, in Spain, 
in Italy, in Portugal and many other 
European countries. We can only 
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encourage these comrades in the womb 
of the beast to soldier on!

We shall work with our allied trade 
union and social movements to chart a 
way forward, in our global struggles 
against imperialism, neo-colonialism, 
capitalism and all injustices.

We condemn the ill-treatment and 
hatred of immigrants wherever these 
appear!

We are determined to move for-
ward to a powerful fighting NUMSA 
with 400,000 members! We will forge 
ahead and create a new democratic and 
militant union federation! We will not 
be defeated in our work to form, create 
and grow a strong community and 
worker-based United Front! Most 
important, we are determined to give 
birth to a revolutionary socialist work-
ers party!

Irvin Jim is General Secretary of the 
National Union of Metalworkers of 
South Africa (NUMSA). This article 
first published by Daily Maverick.

—The Bullet, September 20, 2016

http://socialistproject.ca/bullet/1306.
php

1  The Alliance refers to the African National 
Congress, the South African Communist Party, 
and the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions.

Nationwide student protests in 
South Africa continue to threaten ANC 
(African National Congress) neoliberal 
economic policies and multinational 
mining interests. Daily protests by stu-
dents expose the contradictions of con-
tinued white privilege, government 
corruption, white supremacist cultural 
notions and corporate greed. These 
demonstrations have been met by vio-
lent clashes with police and private 
security forces firing rubber bullets, 
stun grenades and teargas at hundreds 
of students who march through uni-
versity campuses throughout the coun-
try, demanding that South Africa 
honor its commitment enunciated in 
the 1955 Freedom Charter.

Protests have been significant in 
South Africa. On September 22, 2016 
an article entitled “Under the Radar” 
(GlobalRiskInsights.com) reported:

“...the security building at the 
University of Fort Hare was torched 
by students, and earlier in the 
month 32 students were arrested for 
setting fire to the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal’s law library. Two 
students were also injured by police 
stun grenades and rubber bullets 
during demonstrations at the 
University of Witwatersrand. This 
week saw further confrontations, as 
University of Johannesburg students 
were pepper-sprayed by private 
security employees…Police 
[opened] fire [with] rubber bullets 
at students from UCKAR 
(Rhodes) leading to allegations of 
police brutality as 12 students were 
arrested and a further four hospital-
ized. Six students were also arrested 
following allegations of excessive 
police force during protests at the 
University of Limpopo.”

 In reaction, a number of female stu-
dents at the University of Witwatersrand 

bared their breasts to protest police 
brutality and to demonstrate their sup-
port for free tuition. The cultural lan-
guage of this protest was unmistakable 
and powerful in its raw defiance of 
masculine military intimidation. South 
African women, as in the anti-apartheid 
movement have played their part in the 
leadership of this movement. 

#feesmustfall and #fees2017 [Twitter 
hash tags] have become not only slo-
gans but political demands. Students 
are demanding that the oppressive 
mining industry, an industry that his-
torically exploited the labor of Black 
South Africans, fund the education of 
the future South African labor force. 
These activists are demanding that the 
mining industry and the profits from 
the minerals of South Africa be invest-
ed in the future of Black youth.

These students stand on firm politi-
cal ground. On June 26, 1955, during 
the fascist apartheid regime, over 3000 
representatives of anti-apartheid resis-
tance groups challenged laws prohibit-
ing large political gatherings and—
while facing death threats from South 
African police—met at Kliptown, an 
area 40 kilometers south of 
Johannesburg. This courageous group 
ratified a document that articulated the 
vision and blueprint of a new and lib-
erated South Africa called the Freedom 
Charter. Fifty-one years later, the great-
grandchildren of the participants who 
signed the Freedom Charter have met 
on the campuses and streets of South 
Africa to demand the fulfillment of the 
Freedom Charter vision:

“Education shall be free, compul-
sory, universal and equal for all chil-
dren; Higher education and technical 
training shall be opened to all by 
means of state allowances and scholar-
ships awarded on the basis of merit…”

South African Students On The March
South African students march on the Chamber of Mines to demand 

fees must fall
By Dr. Marsha Adebayo

More than 18,000 
South Africans 

(roughly 50-per-
day, every day!) 

are murdered 
every year. 
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These students, like their parents and 
grandparents, performed the “toyi-toyi” 
protest dance made popular during the 
struggle against oppressive white rule. 
This is a continuation of the same 
struggle that was once waged against the 
apartheid regime. It is now being waged 
against university officials operating 
under an ANC government and the 
government itself. The demonstrations 
are widespread, only nine of the coun-
try’s 26 universities are operating.

Black access to education is an issue 
of survival for youth and the future of 
South Africa. Apartheid policies effec-
tively excluded Blacks from pursuing 
higher education until 1994. While 80 
percent of South Africa’s population is 
Black, less than one quarter of univer-
sity students are African. African pro-
fessors are also underrepresented in 
higher education. Thus, leaving Black 
students in universities without advo-
cates and role models. 

The ANC adoption of neo-liberal 
economic policies exasperated racial 
and economic inequalities, particularly 
impacting access to education. Activists 
argue that implementing free tuition 
would help address this aspect of soci-
etal concern. Over 200,000 students are 
unable to attend university every year 
due to a lack of funds. Of the top 18 
percent who are able to attend univer-
sity many, particularly African stu-
dents, have to drop out due to a lack of 
funding to complete their education. 
The current situation is untenable and 
unsustainable for a society born under 
the banner of the Freedom Charter.

Recently, hundreds of students 
marched on the office of the Chamber 
of Mines (CoM), demanding that the 
organization help fund free tuition. 
Students are urging the CoM to pres-
sure mining companies to commit 
more money to education initiatives. 
In addition, activists are urging the 

CoM to lobby the government to 
increase funding for education.

An alliance, in its infancy, has devel-
oped between the student activists and 
the Union of Mine Workers (UMW.) 

This alliance holds the possibility of a 
unified opposition to ANC pro-busi-
ness neo-liberal policies. Joint protests 
between UMW and students could 
lead to more profound confrontations 

and deeper societal opposition to gov-
ernment policies. This alliance could 
potentially weaken centers of power in 
South Africa that have caused such 
havoc and pain.

Dr. Marsha Adebayo is the author of 
the Pulitzer Prize nominated: No FEAR: 
A Whistleblowers Triumph over 
Corruption and Retaliation at the 
EPA. She worked at the EPA for 18 years 
and blew the whistle on a US multina-
tional corporation that endan-
gered South African vanadium mine 
workers. Marsha’s successful lawsuit led 
to the introduction and passage of the 
first civil rights and whistleblower law of 
the 21st century: the Notification of 
Federal Employees Anti-discrimination 
and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR 
Act). She is Director of Transparency 
and Accountability for the Green Shadow 
Cabinet and serves on the Advisory 
Board of ExposeFacts.com.

—Black Agenda Report, October 18, 
2016

http://www.Blackagendareport.com/
south_africa_student_struggle

Environment
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Trinidad, Cuba.

In a real rather than an ideological 
sense, the benefits and moral superior-
ity of a truly socialist based society are 
experienced by that society’s members, 
and witnessed by anyone willing to see, 
during times of crisis.

On the evening of October 4 last, 
the Category 4 (on a scale with an 
upper limit of 5) Hurricane Matthew 
smashed into the easternmost tip of 
Cuba’s Guantanamo province.

When it departed the national terri-
tory some hours later, what it left in its 
wake was truly Hiroshimaesque.

Still photographs of the devastation 
could not convey the consequent harsh 
reality and human heartache Matthew 
left behind.

The broader view that came from 
the first footage filmed by TV journal-
ists from a Revolutionary Armed Forces 
helicopter gave a better sense of the 
shocking and awesome destruction.

Nobody died in Cuba as a result of 
the violent storm.

As yet, the death toll in Haiti, where 
it had wreaked havoc before arriving in 
Cuba, has not yet been established.

It is safe to say that there are more 
than 500 dead, many thousands injured 
and hundreds-of-thousands left home-
less and destitute to despairingly face 
the perils of cholera and other infec-
tious diseases.

It is noteworthy that the first help 
and friendly faces thousands of these 
unfortunate comrades have already, or 
will encounter, will not represent their 
own government, the UN, or any agen-
cy from a European Union member 
state far from—and responsible for—

the horrific misery Haiti has been 
abandoned to for centuries past.

They have been helped, treated and 
healed by Cuban health professionals, 
many still unaware of how seriously 
their own families, friends and com-
munities at home have fared.

This wonderful—and sadly neces-
sary—courageous and life saving soli-
darity, a hallmark of the Cuban 
Revolution since its triumph in 1959, is 
truly a beautiful thing to behold.

Of course, you won’t read about it 
in Denis O’Brian’s1 or any other capi-
talist news rag.

Non-profit solidarity is not some-
thing they are inclined to promote.

In something that is as grossly crim-
inal and offensive as Corn Laws to pro-
tect profits and ships full of grain sail-
ing from Irish ports as millions of our 
grandparents’ parents lay starving on 
Ireland’s roadsides, O’Brian has taken 
thousands-of-millions of dollars out of 
Haiti over recent decades, almost all 
with the help of Mr. And Mrs. Clinton.

Poor, poor, Haiti…

O’Brian’s “lifetime” contributions 
(a loophole to evade single donation 
transparency regulations) to Clinton 
fundraising efforts have surpassed 25 
million dollars to date. Imagine what 
his total theft must amount to on the 
basis of this figure alone.

Less than one of every hundred dol-
lars actually donated (rather than 
promised and then reneged on) for 
relief in Haiti following the earthquake 
there, reached a victim in need.

The other 99 were spent (stolen?) on 
rent, vehicles, salaries, services, enter-
tainment, communications, consulta-

tions, security, staff, evaluations, studies 
and other such niceties, to ensure that 
the noble servants of the multi-million 
dollar and fundamentally fraudulent 
disaster and poverty industries could 
enjoy “decent” working conditions.

A rich, comfortable, primarily 
white, well-financed and only some-
what transitory oligarchy arose to 
compliment forces of occupation dis-
guised as peacekeepers.

In the U.S., where disaster preven-
tion and relief is a great “everyman for 
himself free for all,” many lives were 
also lost and many more, as was the 
case with Katrina, have been aban-
doned to their fates.

From the moment a regional tropi-
cal front is noted on weather charts 
and a reasonable hypothesis about its 
potential trajectory can be established, 
Cuban meteorology services are on 
alert. Like in every other element of 
society here, a socialist ethos permeates 
all their reporting.

If the front becomes a Tropical 
Storm, very detailed and practical 
information is provided.

All relevant agencies are alerted to 
the potential threat.

If the trajectory seems likely to cross 
the national territory and the storm 
increases to Hurricane Force, harm 
prevention measures are implemented 
where required, and preparations for 
evacuations and emergency situations 
are initiated.

Everything the evacuees might need, 
including healthcare for everyday ail-
ments, food, information and commu-
nications are provided for those who 
will not stay with family or friends.

Cuba and Haiti
The wreckage of Matthew

By Sean Joseph Clancy

ENVIRONMENT
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Once established that the weather 
event will affect Cuba, the operation 
commences.

Evacuations are massive (in the case 
of Matthew almost 400,000 people,) 
orderly and calmly efficient affairs.

None of the fears of theft for leaving 
the little some own unattended, that 
cause countless deaths elsewhere, arise.

The President of the Republic, cabi-
net ministers with responsibility for all 
relevant departments and all other mil-
itary, statutory and administrative 
authorities are on the ground in the 
area overseeing all operations.

Their very presence offers moral 
support, a sense of security and soli-
darity to the population. Many are still 
in the area as I write ten days after the 
storm. Their oversight of recovery 
lends seriousness and serenity to this 
traumatic phase.

Before evacuations, recovery and 
response action plans have been acti-
vated, all necessary personnel, equip-
ment, resources and services are moved 
as close to the soon to be affected zone 
as is safe, for deployment immediately 
after the danger has abated.

Cuba is a poor, Third World, crimi-
nally blockaded country with serious 
economic problems, often cynically 
criticized for a “poor” human rights 
record.

It nonetheless makes incredible and 
inspiring efforts and sacrifices to ensure 
that her most vulnerable citizens are 
guaranteed their most basic rights to 
life, shelter, comfort, sustenance, care 
and material support in the face of 
phenomena that overpower the abili-
ties and feint will of her rich, powerful, 
critical, cynical and greedy neighbor to 
the North.

Everyone whose home has been 
damaged by the hurricane will have at 
least half the cost of repairs covered by 
the state and can easily avail of low 

interest credits to cover the other half. 
Others who need more or a different 
form of support will get it.

The first of many of our brothers 
and sisters in Haiti knew about what 
Matthew was when strong winds and 
rain prophesized an imminent mortal 
assault.

Preparation and prevention consist-
ed of disheartened efforts to gather up, 
and endeavors to protect, whatever few 
miserable possessions one might have.

Shelter and evacuation were nonex-
istent and recovery comprises desper-
ate and fatalistically resigned people 
waiting in the vain hope that some-
body might appear.

Dead are buried or not, food is 
scarce, rancid or non-existent and dis-
eases thrive in the wreckage of the 
recent storm and the ancient and ongo-
ing criminal neo-colonial rape and 
abandonment.

Perhaps the most telling—and 
undoubtedly the saddest and most 
moving—of the differences between 
the experiences of Cuban and Haitian 
victims of Matthew are not material.

They can be deciphered from the 
faces of those interviewed by news net-
works about their experiences and cir-
cumstances.

Cuban victims, of course saddened 
and traumatized by their losses, all 
seem not only healthy and well, but 
also truly determined, dignified, strong, 
grateful, patriotic, robust and defiant 
in the knowledge that their Revolution 
will not abandon them and that not 
one life has been lost.

The contrasting hopelessness, 
despair, un-wellness, shock, confusion, 
fear, hunger, thirst, the tragic desola-
tion and death in the eyes, voices and 
hearts of their Haitian counterparts, 
should evoke compassion, outrage and 
fury in every right minded human 
being.

In a world of plenty, nobody should 
be so condemned to misery by modern 
day corsairs of capitalism.

I am not slow to criticize the many 
flaws, failings and frustrations of every-
day life in Cuba.

But there are moments and events 
that put such trivialities into context 
and reassure those of us who have been 
chanting for years That a Better World 
is Possible.

Sean Joseph Clancy writes for the 
Irish monthly Socialist Voice, where this 
article originally appeared. He lives in 
Trinidad, Cuba.

—Counter Punch, October 18, 2016

h t t p : / / w w w . c o u n t e r p u n c h .
org/2016/10/18/the-wreckage-of-mat-
thew-cuba-and-haiti/

1  Denis O’Brien is an Irish billionaire who 
was listed among the World’s Top 200 Billion-
aires in 2015 and is also Ireland’s richest native-
born citizen. The New York Times has described 
him as “the biggest player in Ireland’s media 
landscape.”

h t t p s : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g / w i k i /
Denis_O%27Brien
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September 15, 2016—North 
America has lost more than a billion 
birds over the past 40 years, says the 
most comprehensive survey of land-
bird populations in Canada and the 
U.S. to date, and 86 species are threat-
ened with total extinction—all thanks 
to human-caused habitat destruction 
and climate change.

“Among those 86 species, 22 have 
already lost at least half of their popu-
lation since 1970 and are projected to 
lose another 50 percent of their num-
bers within the next 40 years,” reports 
the Canadian Press. “For at least six 
species, this ‘half-life’ window is fewer 
than 20 years.”

“The information on urgency is 
quite alarming,” said co-author Judith 
Kennedy of Environment Canada to 
the Canadian Press. “We’re really get-
ting down to the dregs of some of these 
populations.”

“I don’t want my grandchild to go 
out in the forest and not hear the song-
birds in the spring, and that seems to 
be where we’re headed right now,” 
Andrew Couturier, senior analyst at 

Bird Studies Canada and a co-author 
of the report, told the Globe and Mail.

The report1 by Canadian conserva-
tion group Partners in Flight was 
released in August but was first widely 
reported on Wednesday by 
the Canadian Press and Globe and Mail.

The California condor, Gunnison 
sage grouse, ivory-billed woodpecker, 
and Bachman’s warbler are a few of the 
more well-known species on Partners 
in Flight’s “Red Watch List,” meaning 
they are the most at risk of extinction. 

Those facing the most dramatic 
population declines are grassland birds, 
sagebrush and desert scrub species, 

“and forest species dependent on spe-
cialized structural features or natural 
disturbance,” the report says. 

Indeed, another recent study just 
confirmed that the habitat of endan-
gered sage grouses in 11 Western U.S. 
states is being torn up because of “ram-
pant” oil, gas, and gold mining, pre-
cipitating the devastating loss of most 
of their chicks, the Washington Post 
reported Thursday.

The Globe and Mail notes: “Even 
relatively abundant birds are dwin-
dling in number, the report says. 
Chimney swifts, field sparrows, and 
short-eared owls are among the com-
mon species that have lost more than 
half of their populations since 1970 
and are expected to lose half of their 
current level in 40 years or less.”

“[B]irds are often a bellwether of 
broader ecological health,” said 
Kennedy to the Globe and 
Mail. Kennedy “noted that sickly birds 
were an early warning sign of the envi-
ronmental damage caused by the pesti-
cide DDT a generation ago,” the news-
paper writes.

“In some ways, the status of these 
birds could indicate the status of our 
own health,” Kennedy warned.

—Common Dreams, September 15, 
2016

http://www.commondreams.org/
news/2016/09/15/silent-skies-north-
a m e r i c a - l o s t - 1 5 - b i l l i o n - b i r d s -
1970s-says-report

1  Partners In Flight Landbird Conservation 
Plan

http://www.partnersinflight.org/wp-content/
uploads/2016/08/pif-continental-plan-final-
spread-double-spread-1.pdf

Silent Skies
North America lost 1.5 billion birds since 1970s, says report

By Nika Knight

Birds are often  
a bellwether  
of broader  
ecological 

health
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We Are Not Alone
Listening to the 8.7 million other animals who live on Earth

By JP Sottile

Space. They say it’s the final frontier.

And they’ve probably been saying it 
for a long, long time. According to a 
recent study, active human exploration 
of space dates back at least 6,000 years. 
That’s when our star-struck ancestors 
constructed the first known “telescope” 
to assist them in their eager search of 
the observable universe.

We’ve certainly come—and gone—
a long way since those early attempts to 
understand the night sky. We’ve been 
to the moon and landed on a surpris-
ingly water-worn Mars. We’ve literally 
traveled time through the awe-inspir-
ing “Deep Field” images collected by 
the Hubble telescope. And now the 
Kepler space observatory is bringing us 
tantalizingly closer to answering one of 
our oldest and most profound ques-
tions: Are we alone in the universe?”

So far, the orbiting telescope has 
found hundreds of potentially life-giv-
ing exoplanets peppered around the 
galaxy. It also found a surprising data 
anomaly that made big news as the 
beguilingly named “Alien 
Megastructure” star. The oddity of its 
intermittent, possibly structured dips 
in brightness sparked a truly earth-
shattering hypothesis: What if an 
advanced civilization built a “megas-
tructure” around the distant sun in a 
bid to harvest its energy? Or, even bet-
ter, what if they placed a Jupiter-sized 
thingamajig in front of the star to sig-
nal their presence to other beings who, 
like them, longingly scan the universe 
in search of companionship?

Imagine how instantly gratified 
we’d be to find out we weren’t the only 
intelligent beings probing the deep, 
dark vacuum of space! It would be the 
ultimate validation. But this faint new 
hope of finding new kinship on a new 
planet is based on a fundamental falla-

cy. The fallacy is the notion that we are 
alone in the first place.

The real news is that we’re up to our 
necks in a “deep field” of 8.7 million 
sentient life forms right here on planet 
Earth. And we don’t need an orbiting 
telescope to see:

•	 Social spiders with personalities 
who sometimes selflessly share 
food with their neighbors…
much to their own detriment.

•	 Humpback whale vigilantes who 
go out of their way to stop orcas 
from attacking other sea mam-
mals...despite the alluring pres-
ence of their own main food 
source nearby.

•	 New Caledonian crows who make 
tools like finely feathered crafts-
men and their brilliant cousins in 
the Corvid class of birds who 
have greater neural density than 
comparable mammals.

•	 African elephants who shed 
tears, bury and mourn their dead 
and their Namibian desert kin 
who pass down crucial knowl-
edge of how to survive their 
harsh environment.

•	 Capuchin monkeys who reject 
“unequal pay“ and chimpanzees 
who work together to achieve a 
communal goal.

•	 Pigs who can reason where food is by 
looking at its reflection in a mirror.

•	 Baby chickens who acquire math 
skills and successfully play games 
based on “object permanence” 
well before a proportionately-
aged human baby.

There are even sharks who worry, 
goats who pleadingly stare at people 
and snakes who, of course, deceptively 
act like “snakes in the grass.”

That’s right, folks. While the Search 
For Extraterrestrial Life (SETI) spent 
the last three decades fruitlessly scan-
ning the heavens in search of alien sig-
nals...we’ve actually been surrounded 
by a miraculous variety of intelligence 
on the only planet we know for a fact 
sustains life.

It’s not that space exploration isn’t a 
good thing. Or that searching isn’t fun-
damental to being human. It might 
even be fundamental to being a pri-
mate. No, the problem is that we’ve 
been living in self-imposed exile on a 
world made artificially barren by sci-
ence’s three-centuries-long ban against 
anthropomorphism. Ironically, this 
ban has helped validate the anthropo-
centric idea that humans are so unique 
that we are, in effect, an alien intelli-
gence stranded here on Earth.

Anthropocentrically speaking
Merriam-Webster defines anthro-

pomorphism as “an interpretation of 
what is not human or personal in 
terms of human or personal character-
istics.” For scientists, it’s long been a 
“four-letter word,” meaning bad sci-
ence based on a faulty application of 
human paradigms onto non-human 
subjects of research.

There are real scientific reasons to 
avoid unfounded inferences and per-
sonal biases stemming from an 
uncritical anthropomorphism. And 
making humans the measure of all 
things rarely, if ever, produces good 
results—particularly for nonhumans. 
But this methodological aversion to 
anthropomorphism meant science 
not only rejected the implication that 
animals think, feel and suffer “like 
humans,” but it also cut off inquiry 
into whether or not animals think, 
feel and suffer at all.
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The issue seems bigger than just the 
supposed scientific impossibility of 
measuring the “inner life” of animals. 
Instead, it may be that acknowledging 
the existence of complex animal intel-
ligence undermines our unique place 
atop the natural order. A more “critical 
anthropomorphism“ that modulates 
human inference with testable data is 
producing strong arguments for know-
ing animal consciousness, understand-
ing their emotional lives and for accept-
ing the reality of animal suffering.

As comparative psychologist 
Jennifer Vonk told Discover magazine, 
“People want to be special” and each 
time “a researcher finds that tool use or 
theory of mind or language-like com-
munication is not unique to humans, 
somebody comes up with new catego-
ries that raise the bar.”

It’s a phenomenon leading prima-
tologist Frans de Waal calls “anthro-
podenial.” It’s the reflexive “rejection 
of humanlike traits in animals and of 
animal-like traits in humans” and it 
still persists despite mounting evidence 
to the contrary. De Waal collected 
much of that evidence himself during 
years studying primates like bonobos. 
They are 98 percent genetically similar 
to humans, they exhibit many of the 
hallmarks of humanness and they are 
famous for the ribald complexity of 
their culture.

And yes, it is a culture.

But many of de Waal’s colleagues 
simply won’t go there. Instead, they 
claim de Waal erroneously anthropo-
morphizes our cousins. And they 
explain away a chimpanzee’s laughter as 
nothing more than “vocalized panting.” 
Years of firsthand experience tickling 
apes has convinced de Waal otherwise.

Frankly, for anyone who’s seen the 
viral video of an orangutan laughing at 
a “missing ball” magic trick, this stub-
bornness in the face of an observable 
truth is perplexing. It’s particularly 
odd given orangutans’ amazing range 

of skills, including an ability to make 
sounds that seem strikingly similar to 
those we make ourselves.

Yet, some remain unconvinced by 
Koko the gorilla’s proficiency with sign 
language and her unbridled love of kit-
tens. Many initially criticized Jane 
Goodall for imputing “individuality and 
emotion to nonhuman animals,” in spite 
of the fact that chimps share an amazing 
genetic similarity and a warlike disposi-
tion with humans. Even Charles Darwin 
was ridiculed for claiming the lowly 
earthworm showed intelligence. Darwin 
pointed out that humans are animals 
over a century ago, but today he’d still 
face the same anthropodenialism.

This outdated notion is based on a 
fundamental fallacy that assumes our 
unique form of intelligence makes us 
this planet’s only true beings. It’s right 
there in the name we’ve given ourselves 
and ourselves alone—human beings.

Being versus doing
So, why don’t we say “dolphin 

beings“ or “raven beings“ and “octo-
pus beings?” Perhaps because “being” 
implies consciousness. If animals are 
not conscious “beings,” then they are 
merely “doing” by mechanical instinct. 
But if animals are beings, that creates 
other complications: As beings, they 
might have an existential right to “to 
be” beyond their usefulness to us as a 
natural resource, a source of amuse-
ment or a subject of dissection.

We’ve conveniently squared that 
circle by believing only humans can 
truly make conscious decisions. That’s 
thanks in no small part to a 17th cen-
tury philosopher named Rene 
Descartes. He’s often credited with 
building the foundation of the modern 
scientific method. Even if you don’t 
think you know Descartes...you do. He 
famously said “I think, therefore I am.” 
He also claimed that animals don’t 
think and therefore they really aren’t. 
How did he know it for certain? Because 
animals cannot talk, you silly goose.

In fact, Descartes refused to believe 
that even the smartest Myna bird could 
ever exhibit anything close to the “real” 
intelligence of a human being. Sure, a 
Myna bird may be able to make word-
like sounds. But unlike even the “dumb-
est” human being, the brightest Myna 
bird has no real grasp of the eternal 
concept that informs the word. Instead, 
the Myna bird is just a soulless, instinct-
driven automaton merely “parroting” 
something uttered by a human. It’s just 
a conditioned response to stimuli.

But imagine Descartes’ surprise if he 
could’ve met Alex the Parrot, an amaz-
ing African Grey who didn’t seem to be 
parroting at all. Alex could add Arabic 
numerals, identify shapes and colors 
and say “I love you” with the kind of 
heart-warming sincerity we all crave. 
And, in an epic moment of self-con-
sciousness, Alex even looked in the 
mirror and asked, “What color am I?”

Science is anthropomorphing
Alex was obviously thinking. And 

he talked about what was on his mind. 
Therefore he was, right? Not if you’re 
an anachronistic anthropodenialist. 
Then you’d believe Alex was just giving 
a conditioned response and that Dr. 
Irene Pepperberg made the cardinal 
error of foolishly anthropomorphizing 
Alex’s bird-brained behaviors.

But you’d also be increasingly 
behind the curve, because there is a 
new wave of scientists at the leading 
edge of a polyphonic revolution that’s 
finally listening to the life all around 
us. So far, they’ve found:

•	 Sperm whales who talk in region-
al dialects with distinct cultures 
and use specialized sounds to 
delineate their own clans...much 
like a human surname.

•	 Black Sea bottlenose dolphins 
engaged in a “human-like con-
versation“ recorded on a spe-
cially calibrated microphone that 
captured their back and forth 
click-laden chit-chat.
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•	 Gorillas who “hum and sing“ 
and Macaques who are learning 
to communicate with computer 
touch screens.

•	 Zebra finches who sing instruc-
tions to their young before they 
hatch like a nesting hipster cou-
ple playing Bach to their gestat-
ing baby through a “babybump“ 
sound system.

•	 Highly social meerkats who rec-
ognize each other as individuals 
by their distinctive calls that 
basically function like names.

•	 Dogs that know when you really 
mean “That’s a good boy!” ver-
sus when you’re just peddling 
the kind of half-hearted praise 
that comes after a hurried late 
night trip around the block at 
the end of a long, long day.

At long last, science is finally prov-
ing something millions of humans who 
live with “pets” have known for years—
that animals are “people,” too.

A recent Fortune Magazine survey 
found that 76 percent of Americans 
viewed their dogs, cats, parakeets, ham-
sters and other pets as “beloved members 
of the family.” Just 19 percent of respon-
dents said their pets were “well cared for, 
but still considered animals” and less 
than five percent said “pets are work ani-
mals that have a specific job to do.”

And a Gallup poll conducted in 
2015 found that 32 percent of 
Americans “believe animals should be 
given the same rights as people.” That’s 
up from 25 percent in 2008. Still, a 
robust 62 percent say animals “deserve 
some protection but can still be used 
for the benefit of humans.” But only 
three percent believe they deserve no 
legal rights at all. The legal revolution 
is moving slowly, but it is moving.

Four decades after Christopher Stone 
wrote his groundbreaking legal argu-
ment “Should Trees Have Standing?” 
the push to expand rights has secured 
human protections for orangutans in 

Argentina, classified dolphins as non-
human persons in India, acknowledged 
dogs and cats as non-human neighbors 
in a small Spanish town, won person-
hood to an entire river in New Zealand 
and, most notably, the Nonhuman 
Rights Project went into a New York 
courtroom and almost secured two 
chimpanzees the same personhood 
rights enjoyed by corporations.

Yes, this is progress. Yes, the scale of 
nonhuman animal suffering (at the 
hands of humans) is still beyond com-
prehension. Yes, people still buy and 
discard pets like so much patio furniture 
while so many millions languish and die 
in pet shelters. And yes, the progress 
feels too slow or, even worse, too late. 
But consider the fact that we are over-
turning centuries of anthropodenialism.

This is a revolution in how we see 
animals.

More importantly, this is a much-
needed evolution of the human condi-
tion. And it’s not just being driven by 
progressive scientists. It’s also being 
driven by clickbait. Every day, amazing 
animals fill our feeds on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. And 
it’s far more than the millions of cat 
videos that may be the only thing actu-
ally holding the interwebs together.

People eagerly share videos of 
humans and cows snuggling, crows 
seeking emergency first aid and whales 
thanking humans for freeing them 
from callously abandoned fishing nets. 
We’ve obsessively watched and re-
watched that compelling conversation 

between two chatty cats over 61 million 
times. And the laughing orangutan that 
anthropodenialists would prefer to dis-
miss as “vocalized panting?” It was a big 
hit on dozens of mainstream news sites 
and, as of today, it’s heading toward 19 
million views in just under a year. And 
therein lies the rub.

The more we actively observe altruism 
and justice and pain and love and fear 
and play and politics and romance and 
commitment all around us, the harder it 
is to maintain a destructive distinction 
between us and them. And the more we 
click, the more clearly we see the funda-
mental problems of the Anthropocene 
Era and its rising seas, poisoned waters 
and mounting extinction.

The other final frontier
Our growing recognition of the 

“inner life” of animals is a direct chal-
lenge to the idea that they—and the 
ecosystems they depend upon—are 
merely a natural resource quite literally 
at the disposal of human beings. Of 
course, if Descartes was right, then the 
troubling aspects of suffering, habitat 
destruction and human-caused extinc-
tion are completely absolved. It also 
means the problem of squandering or 
exhausting so-called “resources” is 
solely a problem of human injustice to 
other humans.

But the animal-related cavalcade of 
consciousness we see every day—like 
the viral video of incredibly cute sea 
turtle babies scurrying to the sea—
forces us to consider the possibility 
that sea turtles are not simply “resourc-
es” to be preserved so our grandkids 
can have a sea turtle “experience” on 
some Costa Rican beach 20 years from 
now. Instead we might accept that sea 
turtles shouldn’t go extinct because sea 
turtles have an inherent right to exist 
apart from whether or not future gen-
erations of human beings will be able 
to “enjoy” the existence of sea turtles.

And if we finally start to listen to the 
other “twitter feed” here on Earth, we 

Continued on page 56

Incarceration Nation
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Leonard Peltier Is My Father 
And He Deserves Clemency

By Kathy Peltier 

When I first heard that President 
Obama had commuted the sentences of 
more than 300 federal prisoners this 
month, my heart stopped for a moment. 
I wondered, as I do every time the 
President uses his clemency power, 
whether my father’s name would be on 
the list. Although this was the largest 
round of commutations ever announced 
by a president in a single day, it still 
came as a disappointment. My father, 
Leonard Peltier, was not among them.

During his final months in office, 
President Obama is working against 
the clock to correct past legacies of 
injustice. He has focused his clemency 
powers on federal prisoners who were 
locked up in the context of the War on 
Drugs. As the daughter of an incarcer-
ated person, I know how extraordinary 
it is that thousands of unjustly jailed 
people will finally come home. But I 
also hope that this initiative doesn’t 
overshadow the other cases sitting on 
the President’s desk, and that he takes 
the opportunity to address even older, 
more politically sensitive cases that 
require an equally extraordinary rem-
edy—cases like my father’s.

A prominent member of the 
American Indian Movement, my father 
is synonymous with the struggle for 
both native rights and justice. He has 
been behind bars for more than 40 
years—my entire life. The first time my 
father saw me, I was nine months old, 
and I was handed to him in a court-
room. I know that my story isn’t 
unique—many children grow up with-
out fathers. But that doesn’t make his 
absence any easier, or erase the decades 
of injustice my family has endured.

In 1975, two FBI agents and a native 
person were killed during a confronta-

tion between the FBI and the American 
Indian Movement on the Pine Ridge 
reservation in South Dakota. My father 
was there that day, and has repeatedly 
expressed regret that any lives were 
lost. But he has always maintained his 
innocence. My father was ultimately 
extradited from Canada 40 years ago, 
convicted of the agents’ killings and 
sentenced to two consecutive life sen-
tences based on testimony that the FBI 
has admitted they knew was perjured.

Despite the many people—includ-
ing judges, prison guards and legal 
experts—who have agreed and insisted 
that his trial was unfair, he remains in 
prison. Amnesty International, the 
Special Rapporteur on the Rights of 
Indigenous People, Native American 
advocates and countless activists have 
been fighting for his release for years.

Just before he left office, we believed 
that President Clinton was very close to 

pardoning my father. When FBI agents 
protested outside the White House a 
month before his last day in office, our 
hopes for my father’s freedom were 
shattered. Jan. 20, 2000, came and 
went, and my father’s case remained 
unaddressed. That incredibly painful 
disappointment marked a turning 
point in my life. To have come so close 
to having him home, and then losing 
that chance—I was heartbroken, and I 
began to distance myself from the case.

But I cannot distance myself any lon-
ger. My father is very sick. He’s 71 now 
and has a host of medical issues, includ-
ing suffering from a stroke, diabetes, 
undergoing multiple jaw surgeries and, 
now, an abdominal aortic aneurysm—a 
condition that can be life-threatening if 
not treated. The prison, USP Coleman, 
won’t operate to repair or remove it 
until the aneurysm grows to five centi-
meters and my aging father is spending 
his days in a maximum security prison, 
where he’s at constant risk of a physical 
altercation that could cause the aneu-
rysm to rupture.

His case may be 40 years old—and 
for some people, it’s part of a difficult 
history that’s better left in the past. But 
it defines every day of my present. 
Every moment my father spent in pris-
on has impacted the lives of his family 
members. While Leonard Peltier is 
thought of by many as a father to the 
movement for the rights of native peo-
ple, he was never able to be a true 
father to his own children.

He used to tell my siblings and me: 
“When I get out, I’m going to raise 
you.” For years, I believed it. Then I 
learned not to hope. I have never been 
able to celebrate a birthday with him. 
He did not get to teach me to ride a 
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bike or comfort me when I was hurt or 
watch me graduate. My father has been 
a ghost in my life, and I’ve often wres-
tled with the anger and sadness caused 
by his absence. I remind myself that he 
hasn’t missed these moments because 
he wanted to—he had no choice.

Making things more difficult, during 
my father’s decades-long imprisonment, 
he has been transferred at least seven 
times, sometimes without notice. It’s 
been a struggle to maintain a relationship 
with him when he is consistently thou-
sands of miles away, separated not only 
by distance, but also by prison walls.

My worst fear is that my father will 
die in prison, and that I will never know 
him as a free man. Clemency for my 
father would mean our family would 
get to spend what’s left of his life togeth-
er for the first time. That freedom 
would also mean that he can get the 
help and treatment he truly needs. The 
truth is, I don’t know how much longer 
he will be alive. But I do know that even 
a week with him would mean the world 
to me. And I know that to watch him 
die in prison, without clearing his 
name, would devastate our family even 
more than the past four decades have.

My father and our family have lived 
with this injustice for far too long. At 
this moment, only the president can 
decide his fate. I hope that President 
Obama will grant Leonard Peltier 
clemency before it’s too late.

Note: The prison did not respond to 
request for comment.

—Time, Aug. 31, 2016

http://time.com/4458253/leonard-
peltier-clemency/

 A nationwide prison work stoppage 
and hunger strike, begun on September 
9, the 45th anniversary of the Attica 
uprising, have seen over 20,000 prison-
ers in about 30 prisons do what we on 
the outside should do—refuse to coop-
erate. “We will not only demand the 
end to prison slavery, we will end it 
ourselves by ceasing to be slaves,” pris-
oners of the Free Alabama Movement, 
the Free Ohio Movement and the IWW 
Incarcerated Workers Organizing 
Committee wrote in a communiqué.

This round of prison strikes—there 
will be more—has had little outside 
support and press coverage. There have 
been few protests outside prison walls. 
Prison authorities—unlike during the 
1971 Attica uprising when the press 
was allowed into the yard to interview 
the rebellious prisoners—have shut 
out a compliant media. They have 
identified strike leaders and placed 
them in isolation. Whole prisons in 
states such as Texas were put on lock-
down on the eve of the strike. It is hard 
to know how many prisoners are still 
on strike, just as it is hard to know how 
many stopped work or started to fast 
on September 9.

Before the strike I was able to speak 
to prisoner leaders including Melvin 
Ray, James Pleasant and Robert Earl 
Council, all of whom led work stop-
pages in Alabama prisons in January 
2014 as part of the Free Alabama 
Movement, as well as Siddique Hasan, 
one of five leaders of the April 1993 
uprising at the Southern Ohio 
Correctional Facility at Lucasville, 
Ohio. (The Ohio revolt saw prisoners 
take control of the facility for 11 days 
after numerous grievances, including 
complaints about deaths allegedly 
caused by beatings from guards, went 
unanswered.) Now, authorities have 
cut off the access of these and other 
prisoner leaders to the press and the 

rest of the outside world. I have not 
been able to communicate with the 
four men since the strike began.

These prison strike leaders put no 
hope in a “national conversation” 
about race and mass incarceration. 
They know that corporations, the 
courts and politicians will never halt 
the lethal police violence against 
unarmed men and women of color or 
dismantle the vast gulags for the poor 
that dot the country. The mechanisms 
of repression are by design. They are 
the logical consequence of deindustri-
alization. The corporate state uses fear, 
police violence and huge networks of 
jails and prisons to keep hundreds-of-
millions of underemployed and unem-
ployed poor people from revolting.

“We have to shut down the pris-
ons,” Council, known as Kinetik, one 
of the founders of the Free Alabama 
Movement, told me by phone from the 
Holman Correctional Facility in 
Escambia County, Alabama. He has 
been in prison 21 years, serving a sen-
tence of life without parole. “We will 
not work for free anymore. All the 
work in prisons, from cleaning to cut-
ting grass to working in the kitchen, is 
done by inmate labor. [Almost no pris-
oner] in Alabama is paid. Without us, 
the prisons, which are slave empires, 
cannot function. Prisons, at the same 
time, charge us a variety of fees, such as 
for our identification cards or wrist 
bracelets, and [impose] numerous 
fines, especially for possession of con-
traband. They charge us high phone 
and commissary prices. Prisons each 
year are taking larger and larger sums 
of money from the inmates and their 
families. The state gets from us mil-
lions of dollars in free labor and then 
imposes fees and fines. You have broth-
ers that work in kitchens 12 to 15 hours 
a day and have done this for years and 
have never been paid.”

New Slave Revolt
By Chris Hedges

FREE 
LEONARD  
PELTIER
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These strike leaders say that inside 
and outside the prison walls, rebellion 
is the only option.

“We are not going to call for pro-
tests outside of statehouses,” Ray said. 
“Legislators are owned by corpora-
tions. To go up there with the achy-
breaky heart is not going to do any 
good. These politicians are in it for the 
money. If you are fighting mass incar-
ceration, the people who are incarcer-
ated are not in the statehouse. They are 
not in the parks. They are in the pris-
ons. If you are going to fight for the 
people in prison, join them at the 
prison. The kryptonite to fight the 
prison system, which is a $500 billion 
enterprise, is the work strike. And we 
need people to come to the prisons to 
let guys on the inside know they have 
outside support to shut the prison 
down. Once we take our labor back, 
prisons will again become places for 
correction and rehabilitation rather 
than centers of corporate profit.”

These striking prisoners are far more 
effective, and far more threatening to 
the corporate state, than the outside 
multitudes entranced and manipulated 
by the Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton Goon Show. Denied the right 
to employment, to vote and to public 
assistance because of felony convic-
tions, denied the right to justice because 
they are poor, and denied a voice 
because they have been silenced by state 
censorship and a bankrupt media, these 
prisoners were some of the first to 
understand the totalitarian nature of 
the corporate state.

 “We do not believe in the political 
process,” said Ray, who spoke from the 
St. Clair Correctional Facility in 
Springville, Alabama, and who is serving 
life without parole. “We are not looking 
to politicians to submit reform bills. We 
aren’t giving more money to lawyers. 
We don’t believe in the courts. We will 
rely only on protests inside and outside 
of prisons and on targeting the corpora-
tions that exploit prison labor and 
finance the school-to-prison pipeline.”

The 2.3 million human beings, most 
of them poor people of color, who are 
locked in cages across the country pro-
vide billions in salaries and other reve-
nues for depressed rural towns with 
large prisons. They provide billions 
more in profits to phone card compa-
nies, money transfer companies, food 
service companies, merchandise ven-
dors, construction companies, laundry 
services, uniform companies, prison 
equipment vendors and the manufac-
turers of pepper spray, body armor and 
the many other medieval instruments 
used for the physical restraint of pris-
oners. They also make billions for cor-
porations—Whole Foods, Verizon, 
Starbucks, McDonald’s, Sprint, 
Victoria’s Secret, American Airlines, 
J.C. Penney, Sears, Wal-Mart, Kmart, 
Eddie Bauer, Wendy’s, Procter & 
Gamble, Johnson & Johnson, Fruit of 
the Loom, Motorola, Caterpillar and 
dozens of others—that collectively 
exploit one million prison laborers.

Why pay workers outside the walls 
the minimum wage when you can pay 
workers behind walls only a couple of 
dollars a day? Why exploit sweatshop 
workers in countries like Bangladesh 
when you can exploit sweatshop work-
ers in U.S. prisons? Why permit prison 
reform that would impede profits?  
Why not expand a system that reduces 
labor costs to slave wages?

“The beauty of a work stoppage is 
that the prison administrators have to 
bring in compensated labor,” Hasan 
told me last year when I visited him on 

death row in Ohio. “This is what hap-
pened in the Georgia prison system in 
2010 when the prisoners held a work 
stoppage for six days. It cost the state a 
lot of money.”

Prisoners are the ideal workers in 
corporate America. They earn from 
eight cents to about 44 cents an hour. In 
some states, such as Alabama, they earn 
nothing. They receive no Social Security, 
pensions or other benefits. They do not 
get paid overtime. They are prohibited 
from organizing or carrying out strikes. 
They always show up on time. They are 
not paid for sick days or granted vaca-
tions. They cannot complain about 
poor working conditions or safety haz-
ards. If they protest their meager wages 
or working conditions they instantly 
lose their jobs and are placed in isola-
tion cells. They live in an environment 
where they daily face the possibility of 
torture, beatings, prolonged isolation, 
sensory deprivation, racial profiling, 
rancid food, inadequate medical care, 
little or no heating and ventilation, and 
rape. In short, they are slaves.

The bondage that prisoners endure 
is, little by little, being imposed on us. 
The fight inside prison walls is our 
own. And the harsh repression inside 
prisons to halt the new strike mirrors 
the harsh repression that awaits us if 
we resist.

Kevin “Rashid” Johnson, the minis-
ter of defense of the New Afrikan Black 
Panther Party (Prison Chapter), sent 
this message out of his Texas prison a 
few days ago:

“Monday, September 5, 2016: 
Labor Day. Here at the William P. 
Clements Unit, a prison in remote 
Amarillo, Texas, the prisoners 
awoke to a late breakfast. A single 
PBJ sandwich, a small bowl of dry 
cereal, and no beverage.

“This grossly inadequate meal, 
which is our common fare during 
institution-wide lockdowns, sig-
naled that a weeks—or months—
long lockdown was in effect. Hunger 
pangs set in almost immediately.
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“Such lockdowns are routinely 
imposed twice yearly so guards can 
conduct a prison-wide search of 
each prisoner’s living area and prop-
erty. But this was not a routine lock-
down. For one, those lockdowns 
almost never occur during holidays 
(however minor). If a holiday is set 
to fall during the period of a sched-
uled lockdown, the lockdown is 
postponed until the day after the 
holiday. Secondly, those lockdowns 
happen exactly six months apart, 
almost to the day. The next one 
wasn’t due until mid-October, mak-
ing this lockdown over a month 
ahead of schedule. Thirdly, for a 
couple months preceding this lock-
down, officials had been rejecting a 
lot of mail and media on grounds 
that it contained information on or 
‘advocating’ ‘prison strikes,’ ‘prison 
disruption,’ or ‘work strikes.’ During 
late August and early September I 
received a number of these rejec-
tions, including for letters from the 
editor of the San Francisco Bay View 
newspaper, Comrades from the 
Houston, TX branch of the 
Industrial Workers of the World, 
and others.

“Officials were also illegally open-
ing and reading privileged legal and 
media mail outside my presence. 
They were obviously focused on dis-
covering, scrutinizing, and blocking 
any information coming into the 
prison about the work stoppage/
strike planned for prisons across the 
U.S. in protest of prison slave labor 
and perpetual abuses, which were set 
to begin on September 9, 2016—the 
45th anniversary of the uprising at 
Attica State Prison, that exposed to 
the world the inhumanity and savage 
brutality that Amerika imposes on 
those it imprisons.

“And here we find the clue to this 
untimely lockdown which officials 
here have been falsely portraying to 
us as just another routine lockdown.

“The actual aim of this lockdown 
was/is to pre-empt the prisoners at 
this Unit from participating in the 
September 9th protest by confining 
everyone to their cells in advance of 

it, and well into the period during 
which it might last.”

Johnson and other prison strike 
leaders see through the political theater 
and illusions that the corporate elites 
employ to mask Americans’ surrender 
of freedom. They are not fooled by the 
clever branding—including the presi-
dency of a Black man and possibly the 
presidency of a woman—used to cover 
over oppression.

 “To say that we have a Black presi-
dent does not say anything,” Melvin 
Ray said. “The politicians are the ones 
who orchestrated this system. They are 
either directly involved as business-
men—many are already millionaires or 
billionaires, or they are controlled by 
millionaires and billionaires. We are 
not blindsided by titles. We are looking 
at what is going on behind the scenes. 
We see a coordinated effort by the 
Koch brothers, ALEC [the American 
Legislative Exchange Council] and 
political action committees that see in 
prisons a business opportunity. Their 
goal is to increase [corporate] earnings. 
And once you look at it like this, it does 
not matter if we have a Black or white 
president. That is why the policies have 
not changed. The laws, such as manda-
tory minimum [sentences], were put in 
place by big business so they would 
have access to cheap labor. The anti-
terrorism laws were enacted to close the 
doors on the access to justice so people 
would be in prison longer. Big business 
finances campaigns. Big business writes 
the laws and legislation. And Obama 
takes money from these people. He is as 
vested in this system as they are.”

Items once provided to prisoners, 
such as shoes, extra blankets and toilet 
paper, now often must be bought from 
the prison commissary, run by corpo-
rations such as Keefe Supply Co. These 
commissaries are, in effect, company 
stores where prices are exorbitant and 
the buyers are hostage. Companies such 
as GTL force prisoners to pay phone 
rates five or six times higher than those 
on the outside. JPay, a money transfer 

service for prisoners, imposes fees as 
high as 25 percent. The incarcerated are 
increasingly being charged for electric-
ity and room and board. This bleeds the 
prisoners and their families of the little 
income they possess. Those who run 
out of money are forced to take out 
prison loans to buy medications, cover 
legal and medical fees and purchase 
commissary items such as soap and 
deodorant. Debt peonage is as common 
among prisoners as it is among the 
wider public. And when prisoners are 
released they often owe the state thou-
sands of dollars in debt they incurred 
while locked up. When they can’t pay it 
back they are tossed back into prison. 
The U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports that 75 percent of released pris-
oners are rearrested within five years. 
This keeps the perpetual cycle of neo-
slavery lubricated.

“For years we were called niggers to 
indicate we had no value or worth and 
that anything could be done to us,” 
Ray told me. “Then the word ‘nigger’ 
became politically incorrect. So they 
began calling us criminals. When you 
say a person is a criminal it means that 
what happens to them does not matter. 
It means he or she is a nigger. It means 
they deserve what they get.”

—Truthdig, October 9, 2016

http://www.truthdig.com/report/
item/the_new_slave_revolt_20161009
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Anti-Retaliation Letter
You can copy and paste this text into letters to prisoners who you know are in striking facilities, or who are experiencing 

repression due to the September 9, 2016 prison strikes.

The National Lawyer’s Guild has 
offered to file an individual “notice of 
claim” on behalf of each prisoner 
against abusive and retaliatory prisons 
and guards. Filing a notice of claim 
tells the prison that a suit could be filed 
and puts them on notice that abuse has 
happened. It is not the actual suit, but 
it gives violated prisoners time to find 
local lawyers. Please send the details 
outlind below directly to: 

NLG Mass Defense

132 Nassau Street, Room 922 

New York, NY 10038. 

(Family/supporters on the outside 
can also email to: newjersey@nlg.org 
and massdef@nlg.org)

Details required to file an effective 
notice of claim:

What occurred? What officials were 
involved? Is the Warden aware of this? 
What efforts have the prisoner(s) taken 
to try to seek relief? Did they suffer 
retaliation for it? Where did the inci-
dent occur? When? Was it witnessed by 

others? Did it occur in the line of sight 
of known video surveillance cameras?

A notice of claim will also put the 
prison on notice that the pre-litigation 
preservation obligation has been trig-
gered, so the destruction of any evi-
dence related to the incident would 
constitute an actionable offense. For 
example, case law allows prisons to 
destroy video as part of “standard data 
overwriting practices” so a notice of 
claim may prevent this from happen-
ing. The more detail the NLG has, the 
more effective the notice. Every notice 
begins with a summary of what the 
prisoner(s)—or their families—have 
reported: “It has been reported to me 
that...”  From there, the notice goes on 
to cite case law and prison policy that 
establishes that such act(s) are unlaw-
ful. Also cited are other incidents that 
have occurred at the facility that could 
be seen to corroborate the prisoner(s)’ 
claims. The NLG will research the laws, 
policies and other incidents, but if you 
have any of that information, please 
include it as it will save them work. The 

most important thing is getting the 
specific incident details to the NLG as 
soon as possible. Also, notices are vast-
ly more effective if they are issued in 
relation to one or more specifically 
cited prisoners. So, to the degree that 
more than one person feels safe having 
a notice linked to their name and pris-
oner ID#, that is very helpful. Please 
send your contact the following info: 

Unstoppable 

P.O. Box 11032 

Pueblo, CO 81001

Oakland IWOC

P.O. Box 6305

Oakland, CA 94621

Those folks can help set up phone 
calls and media outreach about the 
situation. And send a copy of this let-
ter, which can help set up preliminary 
legal response.

LucasvilleAmnesty.org

InsurgentTheatre.org

might actually learn something about 
cohabitation from the amazing inter-
species conversations happening 
around us. Scientists are finding that 
various species learn to heed the calls, 
track the cries and listen to the songs of 
the other species who share their habi-
tat. They actually learn from each other 
because they listen. They are not alone.

This is the final frontier we should 
all be exploring with ever-greater 
urgency.

We’d better start soon because the 
messages filling our collective inbox 
tell us loudly and clearly that we’re all 
heading for a mass catastrophe. And 
migrating animals are telling us with 

increasingly apparent non-verbal com-
munication that we’re warming the 
planet faster than they can adapt to it 
and faster than our collective home can 
reasonably absorb.

And like the Zebra finches singing 
preparatory lessons about climate 
change to their still incubating chicks, 
our cohabitants are telling us loudly 
and clearly that we’re imperiling the 
only truly habitable planet the universe 
has yet to offer to us. So, while SETI 
falsely excites us with our own mes-
sages reverberating off our own satel-
lites, we should be paying ever closer 
attention to the good news that we are 
not alone after all...at least, not yet.

JP Sottile is a freelance journalist, 
published historian, radio co-host and 
documentary filmmaker (The Warning, 
2008). His credits include a stint on the 
Newshour news desk, C-SPAN and as 
newsmagazine producer for ABC affili-
ate WJLA in Washington. His weekly 
show, “Inside the Headlines With The 
Newsvandal,” co-hosted by James 
Moore, airs every Friday on KRUU-FM 
in Fairfield, Iowa. He blogs under the 
pseudonym “the Newsvandal.”

—Truthout, October 1, 2016

http://www.truth-out.org/news/
item/37826-we-are-not-alone-listening-
to-the-8-7-million-other-animals-who-
live-on-earth

Continued from page 51
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Sometime in the early 19th century, 
former United States President Thomas 
Jefferson stated: “Unchecked power 
twisted white men’s characters.”  Since 
he was a slave owner and an oppressor, 
he should know what he speaks about!

He also stated: “The man must be a 
prodigy who can retain his manners and 
morals undepraved by such circumstances.”

Here in the early 21st Century, it still 
seems that within the hands of 
America’s criminal justice system as a 
whole, unchecked power has indeed 
“twisted” certain white people’s charac-
ters so much so that they feel they can 
outright murder Black people with no 
fear of being held accountable for their 
actions. They feel that they need not 
retain their manners or morals, and can 
act as depraved as they want in any cir-
cumstance that involves Black people!

They can decide who lives and who 
dies without question. From the cop 
on the beat to the unseen criminalist 
who handles the evidence in the crime 
lab, this also includes judges, jurors, 
and all others involved within the 
criminal justice system that the vast 
majority of people agree is broken.

It’s broken because of the way it, 
and the selected people running it, 
choose to deal with Black people. This 
however is nothing new, because the ill 
treatment of Black people by the sys-
tem, by the police, by the politicians, 
by America, is nothing new.

Yet, times have changed we are told.  
Whenever Black people stand up and 
speak out about what has been histori-
cally happening to us as a people—
which is still happening to us to this 
very day within this country’s criminal 
justice system—we are called liars, and 
trouble-makers and all the other nega-
tive names.  If it weren’t for technology 
to show and tell the world that we are 
not liars, but truth tellers, more harm 
would be done to us.

We also nowadays have Black politi-
cians who are being racially profiled by 
the police who are speaking out against 
the racism that is happening to them.  
Republican United States Senator Tim 
Scott from South Carolina, who is the 
only Black U.S. Senator in this country, 
recently said this.  He said he has been 
stopped seven times in one year by the 
U.S. Capitol police just because he is a 
Black man.

So, we Black people have no real 
choice but to fight back against this 
criminal justice racism now, just as we 
have always fought back against some 
type of racism in this country.  The 
oppressors who don’t want us to do 
anything but let them continue to 
oppress us say that we are the ones who 
are racist. That we are unpatriotic, un-
American, and making things seem 
worse than they actually are.

They say that when certain people 
and or organizations, like Black Lives 
Matter appear, that they are also the 
problem, not the solution.  Especially 
when they and others further expose the 
wide-ranging racism within this coun-
try, and fight against it. When they 
show, tell and speak out about the insti-
tutionalized racism in this country’s 
criminal justice system and reject 
it; Whenever they get people to stand 
up, speak out and fight back against 
being targeted for extermination by cer-
tain people with twisted characters who 
work for and live within America’s 
criminal justice system; From the front 
end of this system to the back end of this 
system, and all parts between the two, 
which certain human beings control, 
Black people are deemed expendable.

Most people who are now fighting 
back, even if it’s the first time in their 
lives doing so, feel that if not now, 
when? Black people as a whole are at 
the point in time, and most definitely 
in our lives that we can no longer take 

this racist violence, death and oppres-
sion anymore.  Enough is enough!

So, we fight back!  The late writer 
Langston Hughes once wrote: 
“Negroes, Sweet and Docile, Meek, 
Humble and Kind—Beware The Day 
They Change Their Mind!”

While we aren’t Negroes anymore, we 
sure have changed our mind about fight-
ing back against these oppressors. 
Common sense tells us that it is within 
our best interest to fight back, and it goes 
against the number one law of nature 
not to fight back—“Self Preservation!”

We are legal citizens, yet we are 
treated like we are illegal just because of 
the color of our skin. We have been 
given no choice because it honestly 
seems that when all is said and done, the 
truth that will never be admitted is that 
if things don’t change, Black people, 
especially Black males will be killed off 
by this system called American justice.

The continuing oppression and mur-
dering and imprisonment of large num-
bers of Black people seems to be the 
central issue of politics within this coun-
try, whether it’s spoken about or not.

Until this truth changes it will be 
illegal to be Black in America! They 
used to call Blacks “Contraband,” now 
we are just not wanted.

The evil of war, the evil of economic 
injustice, and the evil of racial injustice 
are intertwined, stated Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

All these things, and more are at 
play in the year 2016.

Kevin Cooper is an innocent man on San 
Quentin’s Death Row in California. He continues 
to struggle for exoneration and to abolish the 
death penalty in the whole U.S.

Write to Kevin Cooper at:

Kevin Cooper C-65304, 4 EB 82

San Quentin State Prison

San Quentin, CA 94974

www.freekevincooper.org

Is It Illegal To Be Black In America?
By Kevin Cooper
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Convicted With No Evidence 
A very dangerous precedent!
By Reverend Edward Pinkney

I am Reverend Edward Pinkney, a 
community activist who tragically 
became a political prisoner in Michigan 
on December 15, 2014. On July 26, 
2016 the Michigan Court of Appeals 
rejected my appeal. I was convicted in 
Berrien County, Michigan by an all-
white jury that was motivated by some-
thing other than the truth.

I have already served over 21 months 
as a result of a Jim Crow trial that had 
me accused of altering dates on a recall 
petition against then Benton Harbor 
Mayor James Hightower. The prosecu-
tor and judge both instructed the jury 
they could convict me “with no evi-
dence.” Indeed, there was no evidence. 
I am an innocent man, threatened, 
charged, tried, convicted, and sen-
tenced in an effort to isolate and silence 
me against the power of the land-
grabbing, job-outsourcing, criminal 
Whirlpool Corporation that has its 
headquarters in Benton Harbor. My 
unusually harsh sentence was imposed 
by county judge Sterling Shrock.

On September 7, 2016, the Michigan 
Supreme Court denied me bond while 
accepting my application for leave. It 
will take up to a year for the Supreme 
Court to reach its decision on my 
Appeal. The corruption inside the 
courtroom and the justice system today 
must stop.

The Court of Appeals decision is 
published and sets a very dangerous 
precedent for the people of the State of 
Michigan and all around the country. 
The decision indicates that there is suf-
ficient evidence to convict even when 
there is absolutely NO evidence at all! 
The prosecution’s case rested on the 
idea that since I was an outspoken 
organizer, active in political and social 
matters (both related to and unrelated 
to any election), I must have been 

motivated to alter dates. The prosecu-
tion offered no witnesses, no confes-
sion, no proof, no evidence of guilt; 
yet, I was convicted and sentenced to 
an unusually lengthy sentence of 2.5 to 
ten years.

Almost twice the required number 
of petitions were turned in and pro-
cessed by the County Clerk’s office and 
handed over to ascertain the date to be 
set for the recall election. These peti-
tions were handled by multiple indi-
viduals before any charges were made 
against me, and it was never proved in 
court that any forgeries had occurred. 
A number of individuals testified that 
they changed the date themselves (real-
izing they wrote the wrong date or after 
trying to sign with a pen that its ink 
had stopped flowing due to the cold 
winter weather during the petition 
drive). No forgeries were committed.

The people claim this is the greatest 
country in the entire world. They claim 
we have the best criminal justice sys-
tem. If the blindfolded lady holding the 
scales of justice exists in this country, 
then this conviction should not and 
cannot stand in America, in Michigan, 
in Berrien County. It is worth repeat-
ing that this is a very dangerous prece-
dent for everyone in our country. 
Convicting without evidence is that 
dangerous precedent that we must 
work together to overcome. No human 
being should ever spend one minute in 
jail or prison without evidence against 
him or her!

Lady Justice demands that judges 
must adhere rigorously to the law of 
the land and that prosecutors have the 
responsibility to be ministers of justice, 
not just to take on the role of advo-
cates. This responsibility, which pros-
ecutor Mike Sepic, in my case, was 
charged with, carried with it specific 

obligations to see that justice is served. 
But justice was not served.

In my case, and in so many cases 
that we are witnessing with especially 
the release of prisoners of color after 
being exonerated after years, some-
times decades, of false imprisonment, 
justice was not served. The scales of 
Lady Justice are imbalanced, especially 
against people of color. We must con-
tinue to fight against this grave imbal-
ance to ensure a humane, just future 
for people of color, for the homeless, 
for the poverty-stricken, for the weary 
and beaten populace of America. All 
across our country, we must demand 
that justice be served!

—Counter Punch, October 11, 2016

h t t p : / / w w w . c o u n t e r p u n c h .
org/2016/10/11/convicted-with-no-evi-
dence-a-very-dangerous-precedent/

Write to:

Reverend Edward Pinkney

#294671

West Shoreline Correctional Facility

2500 S. Sheridan Drive

Muskegon Heights, MI 49444
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Police officers are increasingly being 
required to wear body cameras so that 
their use of force can be documented 
and judged. But what about the action 
that takes place behind the scenes—in 
police stations and prosecutors’ offic-
es? It’s time to think about what mea-
sures can be put in place to hold all law 
enforcement accountable. As an inno-
cent prisoner and avid writer on 
wrongful convictions, I say it’s time 
not to only present solutions, but 
enforce them, too.

We are living in a time when police 
body cams can help determine if an 
arrest was warranted, if the officer used 
excessive force, and if a killing was jus-
tifiable. When society can’t trust the 
police who are supposed to protect and 
serve, it’s a serious problem—one that 
needed to be addressed a long time ago.

But what’s being done to prevent 
the innocent from going to prison and 
remaining there for crimes we never 
committed? I have some ideas for safe-
guards. Eyewitness testimony must be 
heavily scrutinized before it’s used as 
probable cause to incarcerate someone. 
Video recording all witness statements 
is crucial. If the accused makes a state-
ment or confession, it must be video 
recorded, instead of taking the authori-
ties’ word for it.

Penalties should be implemented for 
prosecutors who are responsible for 
failing to turn over case discovery (evi-
dence) to the defense prior to trial, or if 
they come across anything favorable to 
the defense afterwards and withhold it. 
Suspension or termination of a prose-
cutor’s law license should be decided 
upon the severity of their misconduct. 
It should be mandatory that an attor-
ney has tried a minimum number of 
cases before representing a defendant 
facing an extreme amount of time.

Our laws have yet to catch up with 
science. Eyewitness misidentification 
has been a factor in 75 percent of 
wrongful convictions that were subse-
quently overturned by DNA evidence. 
In a recent decision out of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, 
the court ruled in favor of defendant 
James A. Dennis, an innocent man 
who has been on death row for the last 
twenty-five years. In his concurring 
opinion, Chief Judge Theodore McKee 
stated, “It is obvious as it is tragic, that 
mistaken identifications have disas-
trous effects for the unjustly accused.”

Judge McKee went on to say that 
mistaken identifications “also erode 
public confidence in the criminal jus-
tice system as a whole.” Unfortunately, 
in Mr. Dennis’s case, there was grave 
prosecutorial misconduct, including 
the withholding of crucial evidence of 
Mr. Dennis’s innocence. Judge McKee 
is an excellent judge. In 2011 he was 
responsible for vacating my own 
wrongful conviction, although, unfor-
tunately, the United States Supreme 
Court subsequently reinstated it. The 
sad thing is that Judge McKee never 
got an opportunity to view evidence 
of my innocence—evidence the pros-
ecution withheld for eighteen-and-a-
half years.

Another sad case, but happy ending: 
On August 23, 2016, innocent prisoner 
Anthony Wright, who spent twenty-
five years in prison, was acquitted at his 
second trial by a jury after just one 
hour of deliberation. DNA evidence 
and evidence of police and prosecution 
misconduct led to Mr. Wright’s acquit-
tal, but, after it became known that law 
enforcement fabricated evidence 
against him, the state continued to 
maliciously prosecute him until the 
jury finally acquitted him.

Besides the fortunate innocent pris-
oners with attorneys or Innocence 
Projects that support them, we are 
pretty much stuck between a rock and 
a hard place. The process we go through 
to get the help of attorneys or inno-
cence projects takes us years or even 
decades. Some of us get lost in the sys-
tem that stole our lives.

Let me take it a step further. Here in 
Pennsylvania, the state press policy 
clearly states that under no circum-
stances may a prisoner’s face be photo-
graphed, videotaped, or filmed. In the 
case of audio recording, we shall only 
be referred to by our first name. 
Pennsylvania selects prisoners for inter-
views based on several considerations 
including whether or not the prison 
feels confident or concerned about 
what we will say publicly and whether 
we might bring unwanted media atten-
tion to the Department of Corrections. 
Why is this and what’s to hide?

In the past, under English common 
law, if a prosecutor used false testimo-
ny to convict an innocent person, once 
discovered, the prosecutor would be 
convicted and sentenced to the time 
sentenced to the innocent.

Today, here in America, when a 
prosecutor convicts the innocent, and it 
is learned that s/he used false evidence—

Body Cams are Not Enough
Police body cameras are OK, but how to protect innocent prisoners?

By Lorenzo Johnson
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nothing happens. They don’t even lose 
their law license. In most cases, they 
don’t even apologize! I will ask again: 
What’s going to protect the innocent 
and how long will this continue?

Lorenzo Johnson served 16-and-a-
half years of a life-without-parole sen-
tence until 2012, when the Third Circuit 
Federal Court of Appeals ruled there was 
legally insufficient evidence for his con-
viction. He remained free for four 
months, after which the U.S. Supreme 
Court unanimously reinstated the con-
viction and ordered him back to prison 
to resume the sentence. With the support 
of The Pennsylvania Innocence Project, 
he is continuing to fight for his freedom.

—Huffington Post, September 26, 
2016

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
lorenzo-johnson/police-body-cameras-
are-ok_b_12152796.html

Write to: 

Lorenzo Johnson DF 1036

SCI Mahanoy 

301 Morea Road

Frackville, PA 17932

LorenzoJohnson17932@gmail.com

www.FreeLorenzoJohnson.org

Sign his petition and learn more at:

http://www.freelorenzojohnson.org/sign-the-
petition.html

www.twitter.com/FreeRenz

Contribute to Lorenzo Johnson’s campaign 
for freedom through JPAY.com code: Lorenzo 
Johnson DF 1036 PA DOC

Could Mumia Abu-Jamal, one of 
the twentieth century’s most high pro-
file political prisoners, a powerful and 
renown author and a former Black 
Panther, have hope of being released 
after 34 years in prison, 30 of those 
years on death row? Could Mumia, 
unlike the anarchists, Sacco and 
Vanzetti, or the Communists Julius 
and Ethel Rosenberg, who were execut-
ed by the state, finally see the light of 
day after decades in prison like former 
Black Panthers Geronimo Pratt, the 
Angola Three and Eddie Conway?

A recent U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion, Williams v. Pennsylvania, could 
provide a legal precedent to open the 
door for Mumia’s release. But that will 
not end the police vendetta against him 
as demonstrated by the bitter experi-
ence of unending persecution by 
courts, cops and prison authorities. For 
every legal principle there is a “Mumia 
exception.” There can be no reliance 
on the courts for justice, in large part 
because Mumia is falsely accused of 
killing a cop. As in the case of Angela 
Davis, it will require mass mobiliza-
tions to free Mumia, mobilizations 
from trade unions with large Black 
memberships and community organi-
zations like Black Lives Matter.

In the meantime, Mumia’s life is in 
grave danger as a federal court judge 
refused to grant an injunction to 
require that the state of Pennsylvania 
give him proper medication for his life-
threatening Hepatitis C. And yet the 
judge found the state prison system’s 
protocol for treating prisoners with 
Hep-C unconstitutional! Another 
Mumia exception, no doubt.

As prisoners commemorated the 45th 
anniversary of the Attica prison uprising 
on September 9 by organizing a nation-
wide strike protesting the horrid condi-
tions of mass incarceration, we outside 

the prison walls, need to be demonstrat-
ing in sympathy with their demands and 
calling for freedom for class war political 
prisoners like Mumia Abu-Jamal.

Ron Castille and the racist  
frame-up of Mumia

The new Supreme Court ruling 
establishes a precedent for the court to 
vacate all of the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court’s denials of Mumia’s post-con-
viction appeals. On August 7, 2016 a 
motion was filed with the Pennsylvania 
Court of Common Pleas. This legal 
action “provides a path in the courts to 
overturn Mumia’s conviction and win 
his freedom” according to Rachel 
Wolkenstein, a former attorney for 
Mumia (See Socialist Viewpoint Vol. 
16, No. 5.) This legal action could 
result in a new appeal process and then 
a new trial. But again, in Mumia’s case 
(and so many others), such legal prec-
edents are routinely overridden when 
the state is prepared to go to the wall 
against a defendant.

Still this new decision offers a new 
opportunity for Mumia and his sup-
porters to forcefully challenge the bla-
tant frame-up that lead to his convic-
tion, and, to bring broader exposure to 
a racist system of injustice.

After decades of frustration and dis-
appointment the fight for Mumia’s 
freedom could see a breakthrough. The 
new precedent–setting decision in 
Williams v. Pennsylvania has estab-
lished that judicial bias occurs when a 
judge participating in a criminal appeal 
had “a significant personal involve-
ment as a prosecutor in a critical deci-
sion regarding the defendant’s case.” 
Ronald D. Castille has played the cen-
tral role of both prosecutor and judge 
in the course of Mumia’s legal night-
mare. He was the Assistant District 
Attorney in Philadelphia during 
Mumia’s 1982 trial, was the elected 

It’s High Time for Mass Mobilization to Free Mumia!
By Jack Heyman and Eric ClantonFREE

LORENZO
JOHNSON
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Philadelphia District Attorney during 
Mumia’s direct appeal, and as a 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice in 
1998 and 2002 rejected a motion 
demanding his recusal from decisions 
concerning Mumia’s case.

Castille and the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court have stood in the way of 
each of Mumia’s attempts to appeal his 
post conviction decisions, including 
those appeals which argued that 
Castille’s participation constituted a 
conflict of interest. From the beginning 
Castille showed prejudice. As DA he 
made a training video on how to exclude 
Blacks from a jury when Blacks were 
nearly 40 percent of Philly’s population. 

Mass mobilizations must bolster 
Mumia’s court fight

By extension, this struggle must link 
the Black Lives Matter movement on 
the streets to the mass incarceration of 
Black lives behind prison walls. But 
Mumia’s fight for freedom can only 
happen if his case gains traction 
through mass labor and Black mobili-
zations like the one organized by the 
San Francisco longshore union on 
April 29, 1999 or the Oakland teachers’ 
union that organized a city-wide teach-
in on the death penalty and the frame-
up of Mumia a few months before that.

At that time the International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union 
(ILWU) organized a one-day coast-
wide shutdown and led a march of 
25,000 people through the streets of 
San Francisco organized by the 
Mobilization to Free Mumia Abu-
Jamal, to demand freedom for Mumia 
and call attention to racist repression 
and the plight of class war prisoners. 
Actions like this succeeded in bringing 
attention to Mumia’s case but at this 
late date there needs to be much more 
now. Left to the courts alone, he will 
certainly die by “legal lynching” from 
medical mistreatment of Hepatitis C, 
in the same way that the apartheid 
regime of South Africa handled its 
imprisoned opponents.

From young Black Panther to 
“slow death row”

Mumia, who takes his name from 
Kenyan anti-colonial fighters, was 
already in the crosshairs of the police 
when as a teenager he was Minister of 
Information for the Philadelphia chap-
ter of the Black Panther Party. After the 
Panthers split in 1971, Mumia went to 
college to study radio journalism and 
began a career of reporting and broad-
casting. Throughout his years as an 
award-winning radio broadcaster, 
Mumia used his platform to direct 
attention to police brutality and other 
forms of state violence, most notably 
exposing the Philadelphia Police 
Department’s (PPD) targeting of the 
militant back-to-nature organization 
MOVE.

Mumia’s speaking truth-to-power 
reporting made him the target of esca-
lating hounding by the police, espe-
cially former Philly “top cop,” Mayor 
Frank Rizzo. In December of 1981, 
PPD Officer Daniel Faulkner was killed 
while conducting a traffic stop of 
Mumia’s brother, William Cook. 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, who had been 

driving a taxi part time, arrived at the 
scene to see what was happening. As 
Mumia approached, he was shot, criti-
cally wounded and beaten by police.

Mumia’s subsequent trial was a case 
study of a political frame-up in capital-
ist America today including police cor-
ruption and a federal investigation, 
judicial misconduct, denial of basic 
rights, witness tampering, and evidence 
fabrication. Most grotesquely, in his 
chambers, the presiding judge Albert 
Sabo, an honorary member of the 
Fraternal Order of Police (FOP), was 
quoted as saying by the court stenogra-
pher of the impending legal proceed-
ing, “I’m going to help them fry that 
nigger.” Having had his right to self-
representation revoked and barred 
from his own trial, Mumia was con-
victed in 1982 and sentenced to death. 
Mumia’s case is an ironclad frame-up 
by the state and FOP. In a gross under-
statement Amnesty International calls 
Mumia’s trial “unfair.”

Mumia spent 30 years in solitary 
confinement on death row Pennsylvania. 
Yet, the UN Special Rapporteur on tor-
ture, Juan E. Méndez, has said that soli-
tary confinement of more than 15 days 
is inhumane treatment.

After a lengthy, hard-fought appeals 
process, Mumia, in 2011, had his sen-
tence commuted to life without the pos-
sibility of parole, or as he calls it, “slow 
death row.” When continued medical 
mistreatment led to near-fatal diabetic 
shock, Mumia, was finally diagnosed 
with the deadly hepatitis C virus. He 
was then denied the curative medica-

FREE 
MUMIA
ABU-JAMAL

The new precedent–
setting decision in 

Williams v. 
Pennsylvania has 
established that 

judicial bias occurs 
when a judge  

participating in a 
criminal appeal had 
“a significant per-
sonal involvement 
as a prosecutor in a 

critical decision 
regarding the  

defendant’s case.”
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tion, without which, he will certainly 
die. That’s why the urgency is to keep 
him alive and fight for his freedom.

International labor solidarity  
rallies to save Mumia

As the searing protest letter sent to 
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf 
from comrades of the National Union 
of Metalworkers of South Africa 
NUMSA states: 

“The refusal to health-care 
reminds us of the conditions we were 
put in under Apartheid prisons 
where sick detainees were allowed to 
die in very deplorable lonely condi-
tions in solitary as part of the punish-
ment for their role in the struggle.”  

Mumia has continued writing and 
publishing numerous volumes about 
racism, his experience on death row, 
and the depredations of capitalism. 
Called the “voice of the voiceless,” he 
has won audiences around the world.

The International Dockworkers 
Council (IDC), which represents the 
most militant port workers met in 
October and decided to write again to 
Governor Wolf to protest Mumia’s 
continued incarceration. On July 7, the 
IDC organized dockworkers to simul-
taneously shutdown ports around the 
world for one hour to highlight the 
injuries and deaths caused by this most 
profitable, yet dangerous industry. The 
IDC has already taken a stand on social 
issues like racist police terror in the 
U.S. They’ve sent a letter this year to 
the Pennsylvania governor citing 
Mumia’s unjust imprisonment and 
demanding proper medical treatment 
and his “immediate and unconditional 
release” from prison.

International attention and protest 
are key to the effort to free Mumia. In 
light of this new legal opening, a 
renewed international campaign, can 

not only win Mumia’s release, but will 
continue to highlight the racist and 
class oppression that is constantly per-
petrated by this justice system that 
enforces the law and order of capital.

•	 Solidarity with the Nationwide 
Prisoners Strike!

•	 Stop the Death of Hep C Prison-
ers! Hep C Meds for All!

•	 Save the Life of Mumia Abu-Jamal!

•	 Release Mumia From Prison Now!

Jack Heyman is chair of the Transport 
Workers Solidarity Committee, and 
member of the Labor Action Committee 
to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal.

Eric Clanton is a member of Ghost Town 
Prisoners Support, Oakland, California.

—Counter Punch, September 9, 2016

h t t p : / / w w w . c o u n t e r p u n c h .
org/2016/09/09/its-high-time-for-mass-
mobilization-to-free-mumia/

Judging Injustice
By Mumia Abu-Jamal

Several weeks ago, the U.S. Supreme 
Court issued a decision, as rare as it 
was remarkable. It overturned a deci-
sion by the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court, strongly rebuked that court’s 
former chief justice, and issued a new 
rule of constitutional law, that no judge 
that formerly worked as a prosecutor, 
could ever later sit as a judge examin-
ing his previous prosecutorial role.

The reasons were many, but it 
boiled down to this simple principle: 
that no man should be a judge of his 
own case.

In the Williams case, the Supremes 
determined that Ronald Castile, 
Philadelphia’s former DA, should have 
recused (or excused) himself from sit-
ting as a member of an appellate court 
reviewing a decision by a lower court, 
which had determined that his former 

colleagues had hid evidence, “sanitized” 
witness statements and presented an 
untrue picture of the case to the jury.

 What makes this case especially 
egregious is that this was a capital case: 
a death penalty case.

Left unspoken were several impor-
tant questions, for example, what hap-
pens to the DAs who hid, or sanitized, 
evidence? What happens to the other 
judges, who, as justices of a state 
Supreme Court, looked on as chief jus-
tice Castile violated the rights of funda-
mental fairness (not to mention consti-
tutional due process rights!) of the 
accused?

Well, nothing, nothing at all.

When cops violate laws (or rules), 
the media and politicians call for more 
training—or, lately—body cams.

What about DAs—people already 
trained in the law?

What about justices—who see such 
violations and yet say nothing, or worse 
still, join in and vote to deny relief?

Nothing, nothing at all. For them, 
there is judicial immunity (or should 
we say impunity?)

That’s the nature of the System.

Like Popes on the throne of Rome, 
they can do no wrong.

Until they do.

—Prison Radio, September 19, 2016

Write to Mumia at:

Mumia Abu-Jamal AM-8335

SCI-Mahanoy

301 Morea Road

Frackville, PA 17932
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It’s been several years since Jimmy 
Dennis, known to his fellow denizens of 
Death Row as “Shorty,” was granted a 
new trial by a U.S. Federal District court.

In 2013, Judge Anita Brody granted 
Shorty’s writ of habeas corpus, ordering a 
new trial or his release from custody in 
140 days or so. The District Attorney of 
Philadelphia went on a prosecutorial ram-
page, and a three-judge panel of the 3rd 
Circuit Appeals Court reversed, and rein-
stated his conviction and death sentence.

Again, Shorty awaited his fate—
and, just hours ago, the full appellate 
court, in a rare en banc decision, rein-
stated his habeas corpus writ again and 
re-opened the door to his freedom.

In order to do so, the court had to 
find that the DA used false testimony 
to send Shorty to Death Row, and 
secured an unjust conviction, for their 
political ambitions.

Shorty was convicted of killing an 
attractive young high school student in 
view of some half a dozen witnesses, in 
broad daylight. The problems with this 

conviction were many, among them a 
credible alibi defense, meaning he 
wasn’t at the crime scene, and two, his 
nickname, which was demonstrative of 
his modest height.

Most eyewitnesses to the killing 
described an assailant over a foot taller 
than Shorty. This was noted because 
the victim was a relatively tall woman—
noticeably taller than Shorty.

Oh—that alibi?  Shorty told investi-
gators that he saw an acquaintance on 
the bus in another part of town at the 
time of the killing, around 1:00 P.M. or 
so. The woman reported to police that 
she saw Shorty as she got on the bus. 
She showed police her receipt from the 

welfare office. The receipt showed she 
arrived there around 1:00 P.M.

Here’s the problem: when the 
woman testified, she was asked about 
1300 hours—or military time. Not 
understanding that 1300 hours means 
1:00 P.M., the prosecutor got her to say 
the time was around 3:00 P.M., a time 
that the receipt didn’t show!

The court en banc majority, nine 
judges, voted to grant the writ, and 
ordered a new trial. Four judges opposed.

James “Shorty” Dennis, after nearly a 
quarter of a century on Death Row, is closer 
to home, and to his long walk to freedom.

—August 23, 2016

Shorty Wins Again!
By Mumia Abu-Jamal

Book Reviews

I call on all my supporters and allies 
to join the struggle at Standing Rock in 
the spirit of peaceful spiritual resis-
tance and to work together to protect 
Unci Maka, Grandmother Earth. I also 
call upon my supporters and all people 
who share this Earth to join together to 
insist that the U.S. complies with and 
honors the provisions of international 
law as expressed in the UNDRIP, 
International Human Rights Treaties 
and the long-neglected treaties and 
trust agreements with the Sioux Nation.

I particularly appeal to Jill Stein and 
the Green Parties of the U.S. and the 
world to join this struggle by calling for 
my release and adopting the UNDRIP 
as the new legal framework for rela-
tions with indigenous peoples.

Finally, I also urge my supporters to 
immediately and urgently call upon 
President Obama to grant my petition 
for clemency, to permit me to live my 
final years on the Turtle Mountain 
Reservation. Scholars, political grass-
roots leaders, humanitarians and Nobel 
Peace Laureates have demanded my 
release for more than four decades.

My clemency petition asks President 
Obama to commute, or end, my prison 
term now in order for our nation to 
make progress healing its fractured 
relations with Native communities. By 
facing and addressing the injustices of 
the past, together we can build a better 
future for our children and our chil-
dren’s children.

Again, my heartfelt thanks to all of 
you for working together to protect the 
water. Water is Life.

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse,

Doksha

Leonard Peltier

Website for Leonard Peltier Defense Committee:

www.whoisleonardpeltier.info

 Write to:

 Leonard Peltier #89637-132 

USP Coleman I 

P.O. Box 1033 

Coleman FL 33521

—San Francisco Bay View, 
September 20, 2016

http://sfbayview.com/2016/09/leon-
ard-peltier-on-solidarity-with-standing-
rock-executive-clemency-and-the-inter-
national-indigenous-struggle/

Continued from inside Back Cover
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How Power Works
  By Chris Hedges

Blood in the Water: The Attica Prison 
Uprising of 1971 and Its Legacy

By Ann Thompson

Penguin Random House

  Heather Ann Thompson’s book 
Blood in the Water: The Attica Prison 
Uprising of 1971 and Its Legacy is a 
detailed study of the inner workings of 
America. The blueprint for social con-
trol employed before and after the 
crushing of the Attica revolt is the same 
blueprint used today to keep tens-of-
millions of poor people, especially 
poor people of color, caged or living in 
miniature police states. Thompson 
meticulously documents the innumer-
able ways the state oppresses the poor 
by discrediting their voices, turning the 
press into a megaphone for govern-
ment propaganda and lies, stoking the 
negative stereotypes of Black people, 
exalting white supremacy, ruining the 
lives of people who speak the truth, 
manipulating the courts and law 

enforcement, and pressuring state wit-
nesses to lie to obstruct justice. Her 
book elucidates not only the past but 
also the present, which, she concedes, 
is worse.

“America by the early twenty-first 
century had, in disturbing ways, come 
to resemble America in the late nine-
teenth century,” Thompson writes near 
the end of her book. “In 1800 the three-
fifths clause gave white voters political 
power from a Black population that 
was itself barred from voting, and after 
2000 prison gerrymandering was doing 
exactly the same thing in numerous 
states across the country. After 1865, 
African American desires for equality 
and civil rights in the South following 
the American Civil War led whites to 
criminalize African American commu-
nities in new ways and then sent record 
numbers of Blacks to prison in that 
region. Similarly, a dramatic spike in 
Black incarceration followed the civil 
rights movement—a movement that 
epitomized Attica. From 1965 onward, 
Black communities were increasingly 
criminalized, and by 2005, African 
Americans constituted 40 percent of 
the U.S. prison population while 
remaining less than 13 percent of its 
overall population. And just as busi-
nesses had profited from the increased 
number of Americans in penal facilities 
after 1870, so did they seek the labor of 
a growing captive prison population 
after 1970. In both centuries, white 
Americans had responded to Black 
claims for freedom by beefing up, and 
making more punitive, the nation’s 
criminal justice system.”

On September 9, 1971, prisoners at 
the Attica Correctional Facility in 
upstate New York rebelled in the face 
of intolerable conditions. They were 

sick of the racist-fueled violence of the 
white, rural guards; angry at poor med-
ical care and the dearth of vocational 
and educational programs; underfed 
(the prison allocated only 63-cents-a-
day to feed a prisoner;) unhappy about 
their mail being censored, or destroyed 
if it was in Spanish; living in poorly 
ventilated cells with little or no heat or 
stifling heat; unable to buy basic com-
missary items on salaries that averaged 
six-cents-a-day; and tired of being 
given only one bar of soap and one roll 
of toilet paper a month and allowed 
only one shower a week.

The uprising was not premeditated. 
It took place when prisoners, trapped 
inadvertently by guards in a tunnel that 
led to the yard, thought they were 
going to be given another beating by 
sadistic correction officers. The spon-
taneous uprising took place “because 
ordinary men, poor men, disenfran-
chised men, and men of color had 
simply had enough of being treated as 
less than human,” Thompson writes.

Four hundred fifty prisoners had 
previously staged a peaceful sit-down 
strike in the prison’s metal shop to pro-
test wages that, as a witness later testi-
fied at a New York state hearing, were 
“so low that working at Attica [was] 
tantamount to slavery.” Prisoners had 
formed committees and sent respectful 
letters to prison authorities asking them 
to address their concerns. The requests 
were largely ignored. Despite authori-
ties’ promises that there would be no 
retribution, those who organized the 
protests were put in isolation or trans-
ferred to other prisons. The callousness 
of the officials was especially uncon-
scionable in light of the fact that the 
state had netted huge sums for sales of 
products made by the prisoners.

BOOK REVIEWS
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The state attacks
After three days of negotiations, in 

which the prison authorities refused to 
grant the rebellious prisoners amnesty, 
550 New York state troopers, 200 sher-
iff’s deputies and numerous Attica 
prison guards were issued high-pow-
ered weapons, including rifles loaded 
with especially destructive bullets that 
expanded on impact, bullets banned in 
warfare under the Geneva Conventions. 
The prisoners had no firearms. The 
assault force members were fed a steady 
diet of lies and unfounded rumors to 
stoke their hatred of the prisoners. 
Black radicals were coming, they were 
falsely told, to the town of Attica to 
kidnap white children, a rumor that 
led to the closing of the schools.

Through clouds of CS gas, the 
assault force stormed the yard, where 
some 1,200 prisoners held 42 guards 
and civilian staff members. It unleashed 
a blizzard of gunfire, shooting 130 
people. Twenty-nine prisoners and 
nine hostages died. (One guard beaten 
by prisoners in the first moments of 
the uprising died later in a hospital.)

The assault force, which had done all 
the killings that day, immediately began 
to hide evidence of its crimes. State offi-
cials told the press outside the prison 
that seven or eight of the hostages had 
died when the prisoners slit their throats. 
They claimed that the genitals of one of 
the guards were cut off and stuffed in his 
mouth. These reports were untrue, but 
they dominated the news coverage.

Meanwhile, inside the retaken insti-
tution, many prisoners were suffering 
from gunshot wounds that would not 
be treated for days. Some were stripped 
and made to run gantlets in which they 
were beaten by guards with ax handles, 
baseball bats and rifle butts. Those sin-
gled out as the leaders of the rebellion 
were marked with Xs on their backs, 
forced to crawl through mud, tortured 
and in few cases, it appears, executed.

New York Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller and the Nixon White 

House feared that the rebellion pre-
saged armed revolution. The scores of 
dead and wounded were, for them, a 
message to the rest of the country—
defy us and we will kill you. Today, any 
citizen who seriously resists the corpo-
rate state can expect the same response.

Thompson writes, “All of those 
assembled in the president’s office 
agreed that while the morning’s events 
made a particularly ‘gruesome story,’ 
news of the slashings and castration 
would go a long way toward discredit-
ing America’s ‘bleeding hearts’ like ‘the 
Tom Wickers of the world.’ ‘I think 
this is going to have a hell of a salutary 
effect on future prison riots,’ Nixon 
said. ‘Just as Kent State [the May 4, 
1970, shooting by National Guardsmen 
of unarmed students that left four dead 
and nine wounded] had a hell of a salu-
tary effect. …They can talk all they 
want about force, but that is the pur-
pose of force.’”

The avalanche of government lies 
permeates the narrative—not a surprise 
to anyone who has reported on the inner 
workings of power or spent time in our 
prisons and marginal communities. 

The heroes                                    
There are heroes in the narrative. 

Their fate, which is almost universally 
bleak, is also instructive. The prisoner 
Sam Melville, who was serving an 
18-year sentence in Attica for setting 
off explosives in government buildings 
to protest the Vietnam War, who 
taught classes to other inmates and 
who researched prison operations to 
show how the institution cruelly 
exploited prisoner labor for profit, was 
executed by guards after the uprising, 
according to other prisoners. So, 
apparently, was Elliot “L.D.” Barkley, 
who was in prison for violating parole 
by driving without a license and who, 
although he was only 21, was one of the 
most articulate spokespeople for the 
prisoners. Prisoners such as Frank “Big 
Black” Smith, savagely tortured by 
guards after the uprising, and Bernard 

“Shango” Stroble rose up majestically 
during the revolt to protect hostages 
and maintain order, and they fought 
for justice long after their release from 
prison. Civil rights attorneys such as 
Ernie Goodman and William Kunstler 
came to the prisoners’ defense.

A few within the governmental sys-
tem exhibited rare moral courage. 
Among them were Dr. John Edland of 
the Monroe County medical examin-
er’s office, who refused to falsify autop-
sy reports and told the public that the 
hostages had been killed by state gun-
fire; Attica guard Michael Smith, who 
defied his own fraternity to speak the 
truth about state abuse; and govern-
ment attorney Malcolm Bell, who 
exposed the state cover-up of the kill-
ings by the state troopers, sheriff’s dep-
uties and prison guards. However, most 
who knew the truth remained silent.

Edland was especially singled out for 
condemnation. He was attacked as 
incompetent by state officials and called 
a clown and, although a Republican, a 
radical left-winger. (State troopers were 
dispatched to local funeral homes to 
prevent morticians from informing 
families of the cause of death of hos-
tages.) Edland received death threats 
and other hate mail, was shunned by 
the local community and saw state 
troopers menacingly idle their automo-
biles in front of his home. Edland called 
the day he released the autopsy findings 
“the worst day of my life.”

When the state decides to isolate, 
discredit and crush you it has innumer-
able ways to do so. The press often is 
manipulated. Employers Blacklist you. 
A gullible population is made to believe 
the caricature of you as a traitor or an 
enemy. Such smear campaigns are now 
directed against Julian Assange, Chelsea 
Manning and Edward Snowden.

New York State Police Captain 
Henry “Hank” Williams oversaw the 
investigation into the 1971 assault. 
This meant that, in Thompson’s words, 
“…the main investigators of the crimes 
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of Attica were those who may well have 
committed them.” Williams made sure 
that “nothing related to the shooting—
shell casings, the weapons them-
selves—was collected.” No chalk out-
lines, usually required at a crime scene, 
were drawn to indicate where the bod-
ies had fallen. No calculations were 
made regarding bullet trajectories. The 
yard where the killings took place was 
cleaned up under Williams’ supervi-
sion as quickly as possible.

Prisoners were threatened with vio-
lence or indictment if they refused to 
incriminate the leaders of the uprising. 
The goal was not justice; it was to pun-
ish and isolate the prisoner leadership 
and protect law enforcement.

“When strong-arm tactics still 
proved ineffective,” Thompson writes 
concerning one interrogation, “they 
switched their approach: should this 
witness help them, investigators sug-
gested, they would, in turn, help him 
get paroled. In addition to enticing the 
witness with the possibility of parole, 
they also promised to make prison life 
easier for him in the meantime.”

A scaffolding of lies
Scores of prisoners were indicted in 

connection with the uprising; only one 
member of the assault force was charged, 
with a minor offense. The state’s entire 
case when it went to the courts was built 
on a scaffolding of lies designed to 
exonerate the assault force and punish 
prisoner leaders. Jurors, who saw doc-
tored films and photographs, never 
knew they were being presented with 
fabricated and tainted evidence, includ-
ing photos of crude knives that had 
been planted next to slain prisoners. 
Witnesses recited stories fed to them by 
government investigators.

The state has never admitted wrong-
doing for the Attica assault, and impor-
tant parts of the record—autopsies, 
ballistics reports, trooper statements, 
and depositions—remain sealed nearly 
five decades later. Thompson stumbled 
onto Attica files in the Erie County 

courthouse and the New York State 
Museum, but since her discovery, she 
writes, they have vanished or “been 
removed from anyone’s view.” 

“American voters ultimately did not 
respond to this prison uprising by 
demanding that states rein in police 
power,” she concludes. “Instead they 
demanded that police be given even 
more support and even more punitive 
laws to enforce.

“Indeed, the 1960s and 1970s were 
all about the politics of the ironic. At 
the Democratic National Convention 
protests of 1968, Kent State in 1970, 
and Wounded Knee in 1973, unfettered 
police power each time turned protests 
violent, and yet, after each of these 
events, the nation was sent the message 
that the people, not the police, were 
dangerous. Somehow, voters came to 
believe that democracy was worth cur-
tailing and civil rights and liberties were 
worth suspending for the sake of ‘order’ 
and maintaining the status quo.”

  Though immediately after the 
Attica uprising there were minor 
reforms, these improvements were 
soon rolled back. Conditions in pris-
ons today are worse than those that led 
to the 1971 revolt. Control of prison 
populations is more brutal, more 
sophisticated and more inhumane. It is 
doubtful that the press, unlike at Attica 
in 1971, would ever be allowed inside a 
prison during an uprising to air the 
voices of the prisoners.

Much of the worst damage was 
done during the Clinton administra-
tion. President Bill Clinton signed into 
law, with Republican support, the dra-
conian 1994 Violent Crime Control 
and Law Enforcement Act. It provided 
$9.7 billion to build more prisons. By 
1995 the prison population exceeded 
one million. It would soon double.

“The fact that so many of these 
people now in prison had been arrested 
because they were drug addicts, men-
tally ill, poor, and racially profiled 
concerned few if any politicians, 

whether in a statehouse or in 
Washington, D.C.,” Thompson writes. 
“Then, to make sure that this now 
enormous group of the incarcerated 
did not resist their deteriorating condi-
tions of confinement via the nation’s 
legal system as they had done so effec-
tively both before and after the Attica 
uprising, in 1996 legislators passed the 
Prison Litigation Reform Act (PLRA).”

The PLRA made it difficult and 
often impossible for prisoners to use 
the courts to protect their Eighth 
Amendment right not to endure cruel 
and unusual punishment.

  The New York Times columnist 
Tom Wicker, who was part of the 
negotiating team that tried to resolve 
the Attica uprising without bloodshed, 
singled out white fear as the central 
issue in the 1971 case. “White fear fixed 
itself upon the literal presence of Black 
human beings. Black people, to whites, 
were the symbolic representation of 
the evil in man and thus were also the 
handy instruments by which white 
people could hold themselves symboli-
cally innocent of that evil.” Wicker 
concluded, “The heart of the matter 
was the fear of Blackness.”

  This white fear remains unexam-
ined in America. It allows us to stand 
by passively and watch the daily mur-
ders by police of unarmed Black men 
and women. It allows us to maintain a 
prison system that holds a staggering 
25 percent of the world’s prisoners, the 
majority of them poor people of color. 
This white fear condemns us as a 
nation. It perpetuates the evil of white 
supremacy. Poor people of color have 
been robbed of the most elemental 
forms of justice and basic constitu-
tional rights. But the state, in the age of 
deindustrialization, has no intention of 
stopping there. These forms of social 
control, so familiar to poor people of 
color, will bear upon all of us.

  —Truthdig, October 23, 2016

http://www.truthdig.com/report/
item/how_power_works_20161023
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Unsinkable Patriot: The Life and 
Times of Thomas Cave in Revolutionary 
America, by Michael Schreiber, 2016.

Thomas who? If Thomas Cave’s 
name does not ring any bells, it does not 
indicate a deficit in your education. He 
was not an outstanding historical figure 
in any sense, and his name was lost to 
history until Michael Schreiber recently 
undertook a prodigious effort to restore 
it to our collective human memory. So 
why would anyone want to read a 
lengthy biography of a thoroughly ordi-
nary person named Thomas Cave? I can 
think of several good reasons.

One is that even ordinary people 
often live lives that have their extraor-
dinary aspects and moments, or at least 
produce the material for interesting 
stories, and Thomas Cave’s was exem-
plary in that respect. His is an epic saga 
of war, battles on the high seas, revolu-
tion, the birth of a new nation, impris-
onment and escape from prison, epi-
demic disease, love, financial ruin, and 
triumph. Everything a novelist could 
want, with the added bonus that it is, as 
movie publicity often boasts, “based on 

a true story.” The chapters devoted to 
Cave’s maritime adventures, for exam-
ple, are as drama-packed as the sea 
novels of Patrick O’Brian.1

Another reason is that the very act 
of rescuing a forgotten-for-two-centu-
ries life from oblivion can itself make 
for a fascinating tale. The subtext of 
this biography—the author’s sleuthing 
in the archives—is a detective story 
worthy of Agatha Christie.

But the book’s primary virtue stems 
from the fact that it is not only a biog-
raphy—a “life”—but a “life and times.” 
The times Thomas Cave witnessed and 
participated in were among the most 
transformative periods in all of human 
history. It was the era of what some 
historians have called the Atlantic 
Revolution, which combined the 
American Revolution, the French 
Revolution, the liberation of Haiti by a 
slave uprising, the Great Rebellion in 
Ireland, and a powerful radicalization 
in Great Britain. As is generally 
acknowledged, three of these historic 
upheavals, the American, French, and 
Haitian Revolutions, resulted in irre-
versible social change that—for better 
and for worse—created the world we 
inhabit today.

Furthermore, the other two social cat-
aclysms, generally perceived as unsuc-
cessful revolutions, nonetheless also 
indelibly affected the futures of their 
countries. The divisions in Irish society 
that were exacerbated by the 1798 
Rebellion have, to this day, not fully 
healed. The resistance of the rebels to 
British savagery was so courageous that 
today, more than two hundred years 
later, Irish nationalists still derive inspira-
tion from the spirit of 1798. And the last-
ing relevance of the deep radicalization in 
late-18th-century Britain is encapsulated 
in the title of E. P. Thompson’s well-
known history of the epoch, The Making 
of the English Working Class.

Schreiber gives attention in several 
chapters to the activities of Irish rebels 
who sought refuge in Philadelphia, and 
reports on the prejudice and repression 
that some of them were subjected to 
while in exile.

Students of the history of France 
will find valuable material on that 
country and its people throughout the 
volume. There are two major sections 
on France; the first discusses Thomas 
Cave’s visits to Nantes and Paris as a 
seaman, and the second has to do with 
French visitors and immigrants in 
Philadelphia. The latter included acro-
bat and pastry chef Etienne Simonet; 
the balloonist Jean Paul Blanchard; the 
controversial French ambassador 
Edmund-Charles Genet; French doc-
tors, including Jean Deveze, who treat-
ed victims of the 1793 yellow fever 
epidemic; and French colonialist refu-
gees fleeing the Haitian Revolution.

Thomas Cave’s very “ordinariness” 
meant that he was as representative a 
participant in the Atlantic Revolution as 
anyone could possibly have been. He 
was born in Ireland to a family of “mid-
dling” social status, emigrated to 
America as an indentured servant, 
served in the American navy during the 
Revolutionary War, was imprisoned in 
England for a number of years, and 
found his way to France, where Benjamin 
Franklin helped him and other revolu-
tionary fighters return to America. After 
the Revolution, Cave settled in the capi-
tal city of the newborn United States, 
Philadelphia; politically supported the 
democratic opposition to the conserva-
tive Federalist party; defended the 
Revolution’s gains as a lifelong militia-
man; felt the impact of the Haitian 
Revolution as fleeing French colonialists 
sought refuge in Philadelphia; and 
wound up, at the time of the War of 
1812, in charge of Pennsylvania’s main 
arms depot, the State Magazine.

Unsinkable Patriot 
 By Clifford D. Conner
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Meanwhile, like most ordinary peo-
ple, Thomas Cave married and had 
children, and had to find a way to pro-
vide for them and himself. He began 
during his term of indenture as a semi-
skilled artisan, developed his skills first 
as a miller and later as a brewer, and 
eventually transformed himself into a 
small businessman by opening his own 
breweries in Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
and even New York City. His career as 
an entrepreneur, however, was fraught 
with rapid swings between success and 
failure. Just as in earlier life he had sur-
vived servitude, extreme difficulties at 
sea, and years of harsh imprisonment, 
he likewise rose repeatedly from bank-
ruptcies and debtors’ prison to embark 
on new commercial ventures. That, 
combined with his devotion to the 
American Revolution, explains the 
book’s title: Unsinkable Patriot.

There are two particular aspects of 
Michael Schreiber’s writing that make 
Unsinkable Patriot simultaneously an 
enjoyable and an educational reading 
experience. First is his narrative skill—
a gift for storytelling that elevates a 
mass of detailed data above its mun-
dane context and commands a reader’s 
attention. And second is that he is a 
historian with social consciousness and 
a social conscience, joining the likes of 
C.L R. James, William Appleman 
Williams, Mary Frances Berry, Howard 
Zinn, and the aforementioned E. P. 
Thompson, to name just a few. As such 
he does not simply parrot the standard 
patriotic foundation myths that are 
taught to American schoolchildren, 
but clarifies the deeply contradictory 
nature of the Revolution.

Thomas Cave paid for his passage 
from Ireland to the Land of the Free by 
agreeing to be un-free for four years as 
an indentured servant in Pennsylvania’s 
Cumberland Valley. “By the time 
Thomas was brought to the valley in 
1771, almost all of the local Indian 
peoples,” Schreiber writes, “had been 
wiped out by warfare and disease or 
pushed west.” In the war against the 

Indians that had preceded Thomas’s 
arrival, the whites’ strategy had shifted 
early on “from defense to extermina-
tion, as some settlers formed armed 
death squads.” At the same time, 
“British army commanders authorized 
germ warfare against the Indians, giving 
them blankets laden with smallpox.”2

Schreiber illustrates the state of con-
temporary relations between the set-
tlers and the natives with an anecdote 
about a white woman who made the 
difficult journey from the Cumberland 
Valley to Philadelphia carrying the 
scalp of a dead Indian: “Money was 
given for dead Indians much as it was 
for the tails of wolves, big cats, and 
squirrels—all of which were marked as 
competitors for the land’s resources.”3

When the American Revolution 
erupted in 1776, it undeniably repre-
sented a major step forward in the his-
tory of human progress, but its moral 
and political paradoxes were equally 
undeniable: “Some of the men who in 
years past had participated with…vigi-
lante groups against the Native 
American people quickly transformed 
themselves into ardent revolutionists 
and advocates of popular democracy.”4

Some historians have labeled the 
genocide of the Native Americans, not 
unjustly, “the American Holocaust.” 
But perhaps an even deeper contradic-
tion was the presence of slavery within 
an ostensible movement for universal 
human liberation. Describing Thomas 
Cave’s social environment in the early 
1770s, Schreiber writes:

 “Most of the Cumberland Valley 
residents of that era would have 
thought it unremarkable that their 
pastor, who preached ‘the brother-
hood of Man,’ would have held 
another human being in permanent 
bondage. In fact, most of the large 
landowners of the district, the core 
supporters of the Presbyterian 
Church, were slaveholders them-
selves, and hardly feared the wrath of 
hellfire for such actions. Dominance 
by the white race, they reasoned, was 
the natural order of things.”5

Even Thomas Cave himself, for one 
period of his life, was a slaveholder. 
After the death of his first wife, 
Catherine, in 1795, he remarried two 
years later. His second wife, Lydia, was 
the daughter of a large landholder, and 
she apparently brought some slaves 
with her into the marriage. Although 
Schreiber has quite a bit to say about 
the sociology of slavery in the 
Revolutionary era, he was unable to 
unearth much information about the 
specific circumstances of the Cave fam-
ily’s human property.

Cave’s death in May 1815 neatly 
coincided with a major watershed in 
world history. “Historians frequently 
focus on 1815 as the year in which the 
revolutionary era…was at last reduced 
to embers,” Schreiber writes.

“The clarion call of egalitarianism, 
sounded first in the American 
Revolution and far more distinctly in 
the French, was now muffled….And so, 
as America heedlessly raced toward its 
‘manifest destiny,’ slavery was expand-
ed into new cotton-producing territo-
ries in the West, exclusion and terror 
were redoubled against Black people in 
the North, and the Native peoples were 
uprooted and massacred.6

By focusing on the life of Thomas 
Cave, Michael Schreiber has created a 
meticulous portrait of the era as seen 
through the eyes of a rank-and-file 
American revolutionary. This is, there-
fore, an exemplary “people’s history”—
a comprehensive and highly coherent 
account, from an essentially working-
class perspective, of the American 
experience from the 1770s through the 
War of 1812.

1  The first of twenty in Patrick O’Brian’s 
“Aubrey-Maturin” series of sea novels was Mas-
ter and Commander, which was made into an 
acclaimed 2003 film.

2  Unsinkable Patriot, pp. 57–59.

3  Unsinkable Patriot, p. 58.

4  Unsinkable Patriot, p. 94.

5  Unsinkable Patriot, p. 80.

6  Unsinkable Patriot, p. 698.
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The Lenny Moss Mystery Series1 

By Timothy Sheard 

(Hardball Press)

The art of fiction reveals the under-
lying truth of human relations: we are 
communal and collaborative by nature. 
Selfishness and greed are social aberra-
tions because they violate self-preser-
vation. No wonder we are fascinated 
with crime stories, they mirror our 
common experience. Capitalism is 
high crime disguised as church doc-
trine. Conspiracy is evident though the 
evidence is concealed. Hence, our fas-
cination with the detective genre. We 
are in dire need of Timothy Sheard’s 
scrutiny—a detective who peers 
through a working class eyeglass.

Early in our evolution we made up 
stories. We created heroes and villains. 
We devised mnemonic tools like 
rhyme. We sang and danced and acted. 
We invented tales not only to relate 
our experience and record our history, 
but to make what never happened 
before a summit to climb. 

Boredom is the luxury of the idle 
rich. We didn’t fabricate stories about 
gods and demons because we were 
bored. Fiction was an instrument of 
survival. Fiction made ideas spring to 
life in advance of the next predator.  

Marxists used to live in the trenches. 
Today, they largely study class conflict 
from an “objective” standpoint. I don’t 
need a footnote to assert that the Left is 
decimated by the estrangement of 
intellectuals from workers. There is no 
dearth of books which expound our 
social plight, but where is our Jon Dos 
Passos? Where is our Grapes of Wrath? 
Who’s writing the new Waiting for 
Lefty? 

The foundation of a just society isn’t 
defined by scholars but rather the 
struggle of the working class. Indeed, 

the world is in the care of workers. We 
need an author with a union steward’s 
point of view.

Seven novels in the Lenny Moss 
mystery series By Timothy Sheard 
(Hardball Press) all take place in a hos-
pital in Philadelphia. Sheard is a retired 
nurse. His detective is a custodian, a 
Columbo style gumshoe who doesn’t 
carry a gun or badge but packs a rod of 
perseverance in pursuit of criminals 
and ruthless managers. “Cannibals 
ruled the hospital.” 

Lenny Moss is a union steward in 
the hospital. His primary aim is defend-
ing fellow workers. “But hey, the bosses 
broke the law every day, sometimes 
you’ve got to stretch the boundaries; 
take some chances; live a little outside 
the law. Lenny well knew the trick was 
not getting caught.” Sounds like some 
union stewards I knew back in the 
rough and tumble days.

Sheard doesn’t hold back the sus-
pense or the blood and guts. The first 
two sentences on page one of No Place 
to be Sick: “One minute to midnight. A 
perfect time to die.” 

On page two of This Won’t Hurt a 
Bit, two students, Kate and Jennifer, 
are cutting up a cadaver in the lab. 
Jennifer says, “After you finish the 
groin I guess I’ll dissect the scrotum…
Katie, I know that dick! I mean, I know 
that guy!” 

Sheard knows how to keep a reader 
turning pages despite the fact his lead-
ing man “was the sort of fellow who 
went unnoticed on a crowded side-
walk. His black-framed glasses perched 
on a broad nose beneath thick, arching 
eyebrows and coarse, untidy hair. He 
needed a haircut, but he always seemed 
to need a haircut. And a shave.”

Lenny Moss is preoccupied with 
custodial duties and a constant flood of 

grievances. In that respect the hospital 
isn’t different from the factories I grew 
up in. Workers including nurses and 
techs are pressured to work harder and 
faster and longer for less. The stress is 
relentless and no one in management is 
ever responsible for anything except 
profit and smiling for photo-ops. The 
core-to-core class conflict between 
labor and management is present on 
every page. Moss doesn’t miss a beat.

No classic American detective 
would be without his booze and his 
auto. Lenny Moss prefers Yuengling 
lager, the oldest brewery in America 
located in nearby Pottsville, Pennsylvia. 
He drives an old Buick V-8 he inherit-
ed from his father. Lenny enjoys “the 
low rumble of the big block and the 
way the car rocked gently when the 
engine first turned over.” Unlike typi-
cal American detectives, his weapon is 
perception and his advantage in any 
battle isn’t bare knuckles or bullets, it’s 
solidarity.

I rarely read mysteries. I usually find 
the plots contrived, the characters one 
dimensional, and the dialogue fake. 
Sheard’s characters remind me of peo-
ple I know, people I worked with, 
people who have more than two sides 
and surprise me in times of crisis. 
Lenny Moss doesn’t talk about social-
ism but his perspective is working 
class—multi-racial, multi-ethnic, and 
bonded in camaraderie against the 
bossing class.

Sheard doesn’t pretend the working 
class is angelic. Some, not all of them, 
drink alcohol on the lunch hour, smoke 
weed, and bring weapons to work. They 
cut corners and squeeze superglue into 
the time clock. They have all the vices 
and foibles our culture has devised. 
They also keep the hospital humming 
like a Buick V-8 on a straightaway. 
They have families and sweethearts, 

Sherlock with a Working Class Eyeglass 
By Gregg Shotwell
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love and grief, honor and loyalty. The 
knowledge Moss gleaned representing 
workers has honed his perception and 
sharpened his intuition. 

In short declarative sentences 
Sheard demonstrates the principle of 
solidarity in action. The dialogue is 
concise and natural. He shows rather 
than explains how a strong union func-
tions. Class conflict is revealed from a 
working class perspective.

Of the seven Lenny Moss mysteries 
I’d say my favorite is No Place to Be 
Sick. As in the Columbo series, readers 
know who the murderer is from the 
get-go. Moss and his coworkers have to 
detect and catch the sinister doctor 
themselves. Workers take justice into 
their own hands in a Mickey Spillane-
like version of Vengeance is Mine. 

You can bet the blacklisted Dashiel 
Hammet would have Sheard on his 
nightstand.

 (This article was originally pub-
lished in The Monthly Review, October 
31, 2016. —Gregg Shotwell)

Veteran nurse Timothy Sheard is a 
writer, a mentor to writers, an organizer 
with the New York Chapter of the 
National Writers Union (UAW Local 
1981), and founder of Hard Ball Press, a 
progressive publishing company.

After writing seven acclaimed mystery 
novels featuring hospital custodian-shop 
steward Lenny Moss, Timothy retired 
from hospital duty and launched Hard 
Ball Press in order to help worker writers 
find their voice and publish their stories. 
He also offers low cost editing and self-
publishing services for writers who want 
to produce their own books.

Timothy has offered many writing 
workshops at colleges, universities, 
libraries and unions. He finds the “gold” 
sparkling in a story or essay and helps the 
writer identify and polish that prose so 
that it touches the reader’s heart and 
informs the mind.

The proud father of two fine sons, he 
lives with his wife Mary in Brooklyn, 
NY.

1  Titles in order:

This Won’t Hurt A Bit

Some Cuts Never Heal

A Race Against Death

Slim To None

No Place To Be Sick

A Bitter Pill

Someone Has To Die

(Stand-alone crime novels)

 Love Dies

 In Hiding

www.hardballpress.com 

Exposing murderous police can 
enlighten white people

Dear Editors:

The police are estimated to kill three 
white people and two Black people 
every day.

 The U.S. Government does not 
compile or publish annual statistics on 
the number of people killed by the 
police. The Harvard T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health states, “no reliable 
data exist on the number of persons 
killed by the police” (December 8, 
2015). There are estimates of over 
2,000 killed per year, and the respected 
web site “The Counted” reported 1,146 
killed by police in 2015, 581 of these 
people killed by the police where white. 
To this day, The U.S. Government, 

which is arguably influenced by money, 
has refused to compel police depart-
ments to keep records of those killed, 
despite the fact that it has been known 
for decades that police departments 
have a bloody history of lies, cover-ups, 
intimidation and violence reinforced 
by a code of silence. Thus the U.S. 
Government is complicit in keeping 
hidden the true numbers of those mur-
dered by the police every day. 

 To better understand the roots of 
the murderous police, we must return 
to the early history of the American 
Colonies. The first slavery in the U.S. 
was debt slavery and the first so-called 
bond slaves brought to America were 
English men and women. The Virginia 
census of 1624/25 listed 507 English 
bond slaves and only 23 Negro bond 

slaves. There was an armed rebellion in 
1676, the first rebellion in the American 
colonies, led by Nathaniel Bacon. It 
was an alliance between mostly English 
and African bond slaves against the 
brutality of their conditions. Fearful of 
another rebellion against their rule, the 
Virginia colonialists, those who could 
vote, rich English men and landowners 
who would go on to become our 
Founding Fathers, passed a series of 
laws known as the Virginia Slave Codes 
of 1705, which then spread rapidly 
throughout the colonies to become the 
law of the land.

The Slave Codes stripped from 
Blacks the rights they previously held 
and legalized violence, terror, segrega-
tion, and lies. The “Christian white 
people” and the African Americans 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Capitalism is high 
crime disguised as 
church doctrine. 

Conspiracy is  
evident though the 

evidence is  
concealed.
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were subjected to the propaganda of 
white supremacy. These laws were 
designed to break the natural bond of 
solidarity between English and African 
laborers and prevent rebellion. Each 
spring and fall the new laws were read 
out in every Church in the land, the 
first propaganda to control the public 
mind. Two odious examples are: the 
law prohibiting the mating of English 
and Negroes as producing “abomina-
ble mixture,” and the law subjecting 
Negroes to thirty lashes at the public 
whipping post for “lifting his or her 
hand” against any European American.1

Enforcing these slave laws was the 
job of the Slave Patrols. Following 
Bacon’s Rebellion, the wealthy land-
owners, the top one percent of their 
day, created and funded the Slave 
Patrols in 1727, which were established 
by the military academy of their time. 
Their job was to protect slavery, and 
racial hierarchy while preventing rebel-
lion. Slave Patrols where uniformed 
and armed, with the right to search, 
detain, arrest, whip and kill. These 
Patrols became the model upon which 
was built the modern police depart-
ments some one hundred years later. 

The Supreme Court in 1985 granted 
police the authority to use deadly force 
in every state in the nation (Tennessee 
vs. Garner). Today our modern police 
force is protected by laws in many ways 
similar to the Slave Patrols. Just as the 
rich landowners made the laws for the 
slave patrols, today also “the political 
system is sensitive only to the needs of 
the wealthy.”2 The top one percent has 
immense influence over legislation and 
thus the state laws governing police 
practice. States have passed laws to 
protect the police. One such law is the 
Maryland 1974 “Law Enforcement 

Officers’ Bill of Rights,” which protects 
the police against charges of excessive 
force and murder. The courts have also 
extended the power of the police to 
stop, search and arrest. Marked simi-
larities can also be seen in the power of 
the now highly militarized modern 
police and the Slave Patrols in main-
taining the racial social hierarchy. In 
full knowledge of decades of proof that 
police departments have a history of 
lies, racism, brutality, cover-ups and a 
code of silence, the Supreme Court has 
gone on to “eviscerate Fourth 
Amendment protections against 
unreasonable searches and seizures by 
the police.” Additionally, “it is consti-
tutionally permissible to stop question 
and frisk…even in the absence of prob-
able cause.” In 1987 the Supreme Court 
ruled “that racial bias would be tolerat-
ed-virtually to any degree—so long as 
no one admitted it.”3

 Michelle Alexander writes, “I no 
longer believe that we can “fix” the 
police.”4 This is because the system 
has, for the last 300 years, maintained 
at its heart racist police terror, a delib-
erate design by and for the top one 

percent. This system of racial hierarchy 
also provides us with: ten million 
whites living in poverty, along with ten 
million Blacks. Millions more are 
unemployed, underemployed and 
homeless.

 What is needed is a total transfor-
mation to an egalitarian society, free of 
racial hierarchy. Such a transformation 
can begin with a body blow to the core 
of the system, when white people in 
larger and larger numbers see the need 
to join the movement against racist 
police murder.

 Whites will not be free from killer 
cops until Blacks are also free.

—Dr. Nayvin Gordon, October 19, 
2016

1  The Invention of the White Race, Theodore 
W. Allen, pg.250-251

2  Scientific American, September 2016

3  The New Jim Crow—Mass Incarceration in 
the Age of Colorblindess by Michelle Alexander, 
pg. 61,63,109

4  “Something More is Required,” by Michelle 
Alexander, Socialist Viewpoint, July/August 
2016
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Greetings, Sisters and Brothers:

I have been asked to write a 
SOLIDARITY statement to everyone 
about the Camp of the Sacred Stones 
on Standing Rock. Thank you for this 
great honor. I must admit it is very dif-
ficult for me to even begin this state-
ment, as my eyes get so blurred from 
tears and my heart swells with pride as 
chills run up and down my neck and 
back. I’m so proud of all of you young 
people and others there.

I am grateful to have survived to see 
the rebirth of the united and unde-
feated Sioux Nation at Standing Rock 
in the resistance to the poisonous pipe-
line that threatens the life source of the 
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers. It is 
an honor to have been alive to see this 
happen with you young people. You 
are nothing but awesome in my eyes.

It has been a long, hard road these 
40 years of being caged by an inhuman 
system for a crime I did not commit. I 
could not have survived physically or 
mentally without your support, and I 
thank you from the bottom of my 
heart and the depths of my soul for 
encouraging me to endure and main-
tain a spiritual and legal resistance.

We are now coming to the end of that 
road, soon arriving at a destination, 
which will, at least in part, be determined 
by you. Along the lines of what Martin 
Luther King said shortly before his death, 
I may not get there with you, but I only 
hope and pray that my life and, if neces-
sary, my death, will lead my Native peo-
ples closer to the Promise Land.

I refer here not to the Promise Land of 
the Christian bible, but to the modest 
promises of the treaties our ancestors 
secured from enemies bent on their 
destruction, in order to enable us to sur-
vive as distinct peoples and live in a digni-
fied manner. Our elders knew the value of 

written words and laws to the white man, 
even as they knew the lengths the invad-
ers would go to try to get around them.

Our ancestors did not benefit from 
these treaties, but they shrewdly and 
persistently negotiated the best terms 
they could get, to protect us from wars, 
which could only end in our destruc-
tion, no matter how courageously and 
effectively we fought. No, the treaties 
were to the benefit of the Americans, 
this upstart nation needed the treaties 
to put a veneer of legitimacy on its con-
quest of the land and its rebellion 
against its own countrymen and king.

It should be remembered that 
Standing Rock was the site of the 1974 
conference of the international indige-
nous movement that spread through-
out the Americas and beyond, the 
starting point for the United Nations 
Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. The UNDRIP was resisted by 
the United States for three decades 
until its adoption by the U.N. in 2007. 
The U.S. was one of just four nations to 
vote against ratification, with President 
Obama acknowledging the declaration 
as an aspirational document without 

binding force under international law.

While some of the leaders of this 
movement are veterans of the 1970s 
resistance at Pine Ridge, they share the 
wisdom of our past elders in perceiving 
the moral and political symbolism of 
peaceful protest today is as necessary 
for us as it was necessary for the people 
of Pine Ridge in the 1970s. The 71-day 
occupation of Wounded Knee ended 
with an agreement to investigate human 
rights and treaty abuses; that inquiry 
and promise were never implemented 
nor honored by the United States.

The Wounded Knee Agreement 
should be honored with a Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission estab-
lished to thoroughly examine the U.S. 
government’s role in the “Reign of 
Terror” on Pine Ridge in the 1970s. 
This project should be coordinated 
with the cooperation of the many 
international human rights organiza-
tions that have called for my immedi-
ate and unconditional release for more 
than four decades.

I have to caution you young people 
to be careful, for you are up against a 
very evil group of people whose only 
concern is to fill their pockets with 
even more gold and wealth. They could 
not care less how many of you they 
have to kill or bury in a prison cell.

They don’t care if you are a young 
child or an old grandmother, and you 
better believe they are and have been 
recruiting our own people to be snitch-
es and traitors. They will look to the 
drunks, the addicts and child molest-
ers, those who prey on our old and our 
children; they look for the weak-mind-
ed individuals. You must remember to 
be very cautious about falsely accusing 
people based more on personal opin-
ion than on evidence. Be smart.

Solidarity With Standing Rock
On solidarity with Standing Rock, executive clemency and the international Indigenous struggle

By Leonard Peltier

...the treaties were to 
the benefit of the 
Americans, this 

upstart nation need-
ed the treaties to put 
a veneer of legitima-
cy on its conquest of 

the land and its 
rebellion against its 

own countrymen 
and king

Continued on page 63
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On the Front Cover: A line of protesters against 
the construction of the Dakota Access oil pipeline 
on the Standing Rock Reservation in North Dakota 
head to a unity rally on the west steps of the State 
Capitol, September 8, 2016, in Denver. CO. Read 

Standing Rock Protests on page 9. s

BLACK LIVES MATTER

After young 11 and 12-year-boys of the Beaumont Bulls 
football team knelt during the anthem to protest police 
violence against Black youth, their local executive board 
canceled their entire football season, suspended the 
coaching staff, and threatened to arrest their parents 
if they attended any future games, practices or events.

For these young Black kids, the plight of injustice in 
America is their own. Instead of supporting the boys and 
their protests, their executive board and league officials 
abandoned them. The board has decided to strip these 
kids of the team that they love to punish them for asking 
for basic rights and dignities. This is about the board 
reinforcing that police violence in our communities 
doesn’t matter, that our issues aren’t important and that 
speaking on them makes you subject to punishment.

These kids are brave for refusing to give in to the execu-
tive board and for standing against injustice. We need 
to support the fight of these children and show them 
that their protest is heard.

To the Beaumont Bulls Executive Board,

Immediately reinstate the Beaumont Bulls coaching 
staff, apologize to the boys and their parents, and allow 
them to finish their season.

Sign the petition online at:

http://act.colorofchange.org/sign/black-children-pun-
ished-anthem-protests

Black Children Punished 
for Anthem Protests


